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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Holocaust Victim Compensation Fund 
Diana Johnson [52375] To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what progress has 
been made in reviewing how holocaust restitution payments by the government of the 
Netherlands are disregarded for UK tax and benefit purposes. 

Jane Ellison: Payments made by the Netherlands Government to victims of 
persecution in Europe or Asia during the Second World War were made exempt 
from income tax in Finance Act 2015. 
The Government is considering how best to take account of these payments for a 
number of income related social security benefits administered by the Department 
for Work and Pensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-08/52375/  

 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 

New resources, including free online workshops for educators, activity organisers, 
and youth champions 
http://hmd.org.uk/interactive/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Liam Byrne [52164] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with the US administration on a UN Security 
Council resolution on the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

Tobias Ellwood:  The  UK  Government  is  in  regular  contact  with  the  US on a  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-08/52375/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-08/52375/
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range of Middle East matters, including the Middle East Peace Process. We 
expect to continue this engagement with the incoming US administration. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-07/52164/  
 

Overseas Trade: West Bank 
Stephen Timms [53031] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, whether 
public bodies are covered by the advice on the UK Trade and Investment website not to 
trade with illegal settlements in the West Bank. 

Mark Garnier: The advice provided on the Department for International Trade’s 
website applies to businesses and does not cover public bodies. The 
Government's position is clear that it is up to individual businesses whether they 
undertake business dealings with companies involved in the illegal settlements. 
The Government neither supports nor encourages such dealings, and the Foreign 
& Commonwealth Office has provided advice to businesses online on the risks of 
so doing and advises that they seek their own legal advice. Public Bodies are 
subject to the Government Procurement Policy issued by the Cabinet Office and 
Crown Commercial Service. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53031/  
 

West Bank: Overseas Trade 
Ruth Cadbury [53026] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, whether 
public bodies are covered by the advice on the UK Trade and Investment website not to 
trade with illegal settlements in the West Bank. 

Mark Garnier: I refer the hon Member for Brentford and Isleworth to the answer I 
gave to the hon Member for East Ham today, UIN 53031. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53026/  
 

The answer referred to above is listed in this section and can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53031/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Stephen Timms [53030] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to discourage illegal settlements in Palestine. 

Tobias Ellwood: We will continue to raise our grave concerns about Israeli 
settlements with the Israeli Government. On 16 November I issued a public 
statement expressing our deep concern over the land regulation bill in the Israeli 
Knesset which seeks to ‘legalise’ settlement outposts across the West Bank. Such 
outposts are currently illegal under both Israeli domestic law and international 
humanitarian law. Should this proposal go ahead, it would seriously undermine 
prospects for a two-state solution. We urge the Israeli Government to reconsider 
the land regulation bill at the earliest opportunity. On 3 November I also issued a 
public statement condemning the recent announcement by the Israeli authorities 
to approve permits for constructing 181 new homes in the illegal settlement of Gilo 
in East Jerusalem. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv have also regularly raised our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities on the continued expansion of settlements 
and the retroactive "legalisation" of outposts in the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53030/  
 

The statements referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank 
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and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-units-in-east-jerusalem--2  
 

Israel: Detainees 
Alasdair McDonnell [53046] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli government on 
the overnight detention of Palestinian minors. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not raised this specific point, I raised the wider 
issue of Palestinian minors in detention with the Israeli Ambassador to London on 
10 November. The treatment of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention 
remains a human rights priority for the UK. We have expressed our concerns to 
the Israeli authorities on the use of single hand ties and the need to notify children 
of their legal rights. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised 
the issue of Palestinian children in detention with the Israeli authorities on 10 
October. We remain committed to working with the Israeli authorities to encourage 
further changes in practice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53046/ 
 

Palestinians: Recognition of States 
Alasdair McDonnell [53047] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what criteria the Government uses in order to assess whether 
the recognition of Palestinian statehood would be conducive to peace in that region. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK will recognise a Palestinian state at a time most helpful 
to the peace process. We judge that a negotiated end to the occupation is the 
most effective way for Palestinian aspirations of statehood to be met. We continue 
to be one of the principal supporters of Palestinian state building efforts, assisting 
them to tackle poverty, build institutions and boost their economy. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53047/  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Incitement in media content and political discourse in EU Member States 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2016-media-and-incitement-0_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
** Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-11-18/debates/5E01A39C-3E9E-4EB5-977D-
19E3D18263E1/Lobbying(Transparency)Bill(HL)  

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 

Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 

Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 

Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 

Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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