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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Home Affairs Committee Sharia Councils Inquiry 

New written evidence: 

Muslim Women’s Advisory Council 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument
/home-affairs-committee/sharia-councils/written/42421.pdf  
 
Amin Al-Astewani, Lecturer in Law, Lancaster University 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument
/home-affairs-committee/sharia-councils/written/41326.pdf 
 
Dr Ghena Krayem 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument
/home-affairs-committee/sharia-councils/written/41463.pdf  

 
 

The Charity Commission 

Charities Act 2016: new fundraising rules 
New rules for charity fundraising start on 1 November 2016. They affect the trustees’ 
annual reports of larger charities that fundraise from the public, as well as the contents of 
the agreements that must be in place when professional fundraisers or other businesses 
(‘commercial participators’) raise money for charities. … 
There are 2 new requirements. 
The first requirement applies where a charity, registered or unregistered, uses a 
professional fundraiser or commercial participator to raise funds. Broadly, it says that the 
compulsory written agreements between charities and these third parties must include 
extra information 
The second requirement applies to registered charities that, by law, must have their 
accounts audited. It says that these charities have to include extra information about 
fundraising in their trustees’ annual report. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charities-act-2016-new-fundraising-rules  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East: Overseas Aid 
Richard Burden [50368] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 13 October 2016 to Question 47905, whether any of those 
instances of fraud were related to her Department's spending in (a) Israel and (b) the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Rory Stewart: The department had no reported losses relating to (a) Israel and 
(b) the Occupied Palestinian Territories for the three consecutive years 
mentioned. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-26/50368/  
 
The Answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47905/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL2500] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel about oil and gas reserves off the coast of Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The gas fields off the coast of Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories are a commercial matter. We remain in regular 
contact with British Gas, the Palestinian Authority and the government of Israel 
about the exploration of offshore oil and gas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-20/HL2500/  
 

Syria: Refugees 
Baroness Tonge [HL2353] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the number of refugees from Syria who are Palestinian in origin. 

Lord Bates: The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA) estimates that 110,000 Palestinian refugees have fled 
Syria since the onset of the conflict; 42,000 Palestinian refugees from Syria are 
estimated to be in Lebanon and 17,000 in Jordan, with the remainder in Egypt, 
Turkey and Europe. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2353/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary bilateral with the Palestinian Foreign Minister 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson met the Palestinian Foreign Minister Dr Riyad al Malki. 
Speaking after the meeting the Foreign Secretary said: “It was a pleasure to meet the 
Palestinian Foreign Minister Dr Riyad al Malki. We discussed the persistent challenges of 
achieving lasting peace in the Middle East and I reiterated the UK’s firm commitment to a 
two state solution with a Palestinian state living in peace alongside Israel. 
“We agreed that the anniversaries of 2017  serve as a stark reminder that all parties must  
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redouble efforts to reach a negotiated solution which delivers dignity and prosperity to all 
the people in the region.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-bilateral-with-the-palestinian-
foreign-minister  
 
 

United Nations 

Redoubling of Efforts to Identify Options for Middle East Peace Urged, as Fourth 
Committee Considers Israeli Practices in Occupied Arab Lands 
… As the Committee opened its annual debate on Israel’s illegal practices in occupied 
Palestinian and other Arab territories, the Chair of the Special Committee to Investigate 
such practices raised concerns about expansion of illegal settlements, excessive use of 
force by security forces, administrative detentions, collective punishment and attacks 
against human rights defenders. … 
The current status quo is unsustainable,” said Special Committee Chair Amrith Rohan 
Perea (Sri Lanka), emphasizing that the situation reflected the unchanging, and in some 
instances worsening, realities on the ground.  Describing the continuing Israeli settlement 
activity as a clear violation of international law, he emphasized that it eroded the viability 
of a two-State solution.  Equally concerning was the excessive use of force by Israeli 
security forces, which had often resulted in Palestinian deaths and injuries. … 
An emerging issue of concern included threats and intimidation against human rights 
defenders as well as non-governmental organizations working in the occupied territories, 
he continued, stressing that it ranged from hacking of e-mail accounts to threatening 
anonymous letters, and repeated arrests on spurious charges. … 
… the observer for the State of Palestine noted that three generations of Palestinians 
had known only the misery of a demeaning life under occupation.  “Every passing day 
reconfirms that Israel is more interested in its colonial, expansionist agenda, rather than 
a just peace and security,” she said. … 
Israel’s representative described the Special Committee’s report as the product of an 
illegitimate mandate, drafted by those with a predetermined and discriminatory agenda 
against her country.  It failed to mention Hamas, an internationally designated terror 
organization, and only made vague reference to Israeli casualties during the ongoing 
violence. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd624.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
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** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-31/debates/D2C260B9-C73F-449B-
86CC-C6F61240F0D8/CulturalProperty(ArmedConflicts)Bill(Lords)  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-31/debates/56044304-828B-4A40-B373-
CE18FBFEDE66/WalesBill  
and 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-31/debates/C7CBBC34-ABD4-412D-BC0C-
69966C5FF493/WalesBill  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill (closing date no later than 17 November 2016  
but could be sooner) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-
property-armed-conflicts-bill/  
 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date 23 December 
2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
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