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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Anti-Semitism 
col 16  Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they propose to 
take to combat anti-Semitism, in particular in universities. … 
My generation of Jews has flourished here. I have known nothing but equality for most of 
my life. The problems emerged about 10 years ago, not as recently as some might 
believe. The rise in reported anti-Semitic hate crimes is no surprise to the Jewish 
community and has absolutely nothing to do with Brexit and the focus on hate crime 
since June. The Community Security Trust reports that 2015 saw the third highest annual 
total of anti-Semitic hate incidents since it started reporting in 1984, and 2016 saw an 
11% rise in six months. …  
col 17  Do the Government agree that it is time for an impact assessment, and to check 
whether pupils learning about the Holocaust make the connection to Jews today and 
their bond with Israel? … 
There have been three recent inquiries into anti-Semitism: those by the noble 
Baronesses, Lady Royall and Lady Chakrabarti, and that by the Home Affairs Select 
Committee. The weakness of such inquiries is that their remits include racism and 
Islamophobia, thereby sidelining anti-Semitism and its special characteristics, and failing 
to deal with the tricky issue of when hatred of Israel becomes anti-Semitism. … 
Zionism is the Jewish people’s liberation movement—their end to servitude, their claim to 
equality among the nations …  Over 90% of British Jews support Israel’s existence. To 
call for Israel to lose that right or to cease to exist is in effect to call for the obliteration of 
the 6 million Jews gathered there, and is anti-Semitism. Blaming Jews for the Holocaust, 
applying double standards to Israel and drawing comparisons between Israel and the 
Nazis all come within the definition, as does accusing Jews of having malign power and 
of conspiracies, child killing and organ harvesting. … Supporting a Palestinian agenda 
must not be allowed to morph into Jew-hating libels and fascist-type caricatures. … 
col 18   Sadly, our universities have become hotbeds of anti-Jewish incidents. … 
Curiously, when it comes to hate speech or action against Jewish students, the normally 
oversensitive campus police are failing in their duty.  
Will the Government urge the NUS to ensure that campuses are safe for Jewish students 
who find they have to stand up to the Israel-hatred thrust in their faces when they arrive, 
activists or not? …  
Not for a moment would universities tolerate a “Boycott China Week” or a “Muslim 
Misogyny Week” …  
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col 19  Lord Beith: … anti-Semitism has some characteristics which make it a particular 
challenge and call for extra effort, particularly in the liberal context of a university. Anti-
Semitism often makes its appearance in the very thin disguise of attacks on the 
existence of the State of Israel, with the term “Zionist” used in a way that indicates that 
the attacker has an agenda or motive that goes far beyond criticism of the policies of any 
Israeli Government and extends to an attack on Jews in general. …  
Anti-Semitism is a conspiracy theory that suggests that because some people share a 
particular racial background or religion, they must be engaged with each other in a 
conspiracy to exercise undue influence, subvert democracy or take over the world. It 
would be risible if it was not deadly …  

 

col 20  Lord Harries of Pentregarth: … the State of Israel is not simply a result of 
European guilt for the Holocaust. … 
… the fiercest critics of the particular policies of different Israeli Governments are often 
Jews in Israel, and they make these criticisms out of loyalty to the State of Israel, whose 
validity they continue to uphold and whose existence they feel is sometimes threatened 
by those policies … 
… after World War II all the Christian churches wrestled with the issue of the State of 
Israel and its legitimacy. … The American scholar Paul van Buren … put forward the 
minimum Christian position in these words: “Because the state of Israel is in part the 
product of the ancient and living hope of the Jewish people and is of deep concern to 
almost all Jews, disregard for its safety and welfare is incompatible with concern for the 
Jewish people”. …  

 

col 22 Lord Alton of Liverpool: … universities have a duty under the Equality Act 2010 
to provide a safe and inclusive environment but … students have had to use their own 
resources to seek legal redress and apologies where anti-Semitism has occurred. That 
should have been done on their behalf by the university authorities. … 

 

col 23  Baroness Ludford: … anti-Semitism evolves and mutates … Old stereotypes do 
not disappear, and of course they still get a regular outing, particularly those linked to 
Jewish power, especially financial power, but new ones arrive to sit alongside them. 
Some are related to the State of Israel, while others seek to diminish the unique nature of 
the Holocaust—the Shoah—by talking about other holocausts with a small “h”, as if 
Holocaust Memorial Day did not also commemorate other genocides. …  
I conclude by asking the Government whether they will consider providing additional 
funding for the Community Security Trust to work with the Union of Jewish Students to 
assist in an increase in the reporting of anti-Semitic incidents on campus … 

 

col 24  Lord Sacks: … I was Chief Rabbi for 22 years and during that time I was under 
constant security protection, but only once in all those years did I feel genuinely afraid. 
That was when I gave a talk to students at Oxford University. …  
So threatened do Jewish university students feel that in 2012 they asked me personally 
to address the annual conference of the National Union of Students. I did. I spoke about 
academic freedom. I explained that this means that a university is a place where you give 
a respectful hearing to views with which you disagree. There was a wonderful 
atmosphere, with people of all ethnicities and faiths. A group of young women Muslim 
students came up especially to thank me, and I left on a high. That evening, when I had 
left, the Union of Jewish Students stand was vandalised and threatening messages were 
left all around. …  

 

col 25  Lord Mitchell: … I am often asked whether I think Jeremy Corbyn is an anti-
Semite. In truth I do not know, but he certainly surrounds himself with close colleagues 
who flirt with anti-Semitism. He certainly stood by and smirked when a Jewish MP, Ruth 
Smeeth, was being verbally abused by a Momentum thug. Israel is a Jewish state, Jews 
support Israel, therefore Jews must be the enemy. … 

 

col 26  The Lord Bishop of Winchester: … Anti-Semitism is a virus that latches onto 
existing beliefs—for example, in the relationship with the Christian story, with Christ’s 
death in Jerusalem and with the promises of God to all humanity, Jew and Gentile alike.  
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We know that anti-Semitism has also found roots in dangerous forms of nationalism, and 
today it corrupts political activism as people turn criticism of Israel into an attack on all 
Jews as “Zionists”. While the rights of Palestinians remain an unresolved matter of social 
justice, I suggest that to challenge the right of Jewish self-determination and the 
existence of the state of Israel is, in itself, anti-Semitic. 
In each case, anti-Semitism hides behind the respectability or popularity of a common 
belief, concealing the fact that it is not implied by any of them. … 

 

col 27  Baroness Neuberger: … Back in April, I was somewhat surprised to find myself 
commenting on anti-Semitism publicly and in the media for the first time in my life. Apart 
from very occasional anti-Semitic comments from a very few people in politics and 
outside, it was something I had not really feared or experienced … 
However, last year—though we know it did not really start last year and has much deeper 
roots in a combination of anti-Israel views and a definition of anti-racism that is exclusive 
and perverse—things began to change. I found myself appearing on “Newsnight” with the 
noble Lord, Lord Levy, discussing anti-Semitism in the Labour Party—the Labour Party in 
which I grew up—and on campuses, where the cry, “Zio, Zio”, said to Jewish students, is 
ringing in our ears. …  

 

col 30  Viscount Younger of Leckie: … many noble Lords will have read in 
the Times this morning with dismay that a Member of this House, the noble Baroness, 
Lady Tonge, hosted an event in which Jews were blamed for the Holocaust. I am sure 
that all noble Lords will join me in condemning this shameful display of anti-Semitism. … 
The UK has one of the strongest legislative frameworks in the world to protect people 
against incidents of violence and hate crimes and other forms of harassment, including 
racial and religious discrimination. … 
… the Pickles definition [of antisemitism] has been part of the operational guidance for 
police officers responding to hate crimes since 2014. The Government are currently 
reviewing whether the definition should be more widely applied. … 
Twenty-seven anti-Semitic incidents were recorded in the first six months of this year, 
affecting students, academics, student unions and other student bodies. Eight of these 
incidents took place on a university campus and 15 involved social media. While this 
number is relatively low, one incident affecting one individual is one incident too many. … 
col 31  Freedom of expression and academic freedom are fundamental principles, but not 
a licence to propagate hate speech. … The Government have an overarching 
responsibility to ensure that the laws of the land are upheld. This takes on board that 
universities are autonomous institutions, but it does not mean that the Government bear 
no responsibility. … 
… anti-Semitism, often called the world’s oldest hatred, has the ability to morph from 
Palestine and Gaza and the role of the state of Israel into a hatred of Zionism and 
incitement to hate Jews. This ability often to hide in plain sight is what makes anti-
Semitism so dangerous. …  
The work of the UUK task force and partnerships between the universities and 
organisations such as the Union of Jewish Students are important steps towards 
changing behaviours. While the Government are acting on many fronts to tackle 
intolerance and racism, we are never complacent. The effects of anti-Semitism on an 
individual can be devastating. The Government will diligently pursue our commitment to 
tackle intolerance and bigotry in whatever form and continue to work in partnership with 
public bodies and communities to support universities in the pursuit of eliminating anti-
Semitism and all forms of harassment, discrimination or racism in universities. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-27/debates/227897B0-59AE-4AD0-B9C5-
7B3105DDEED2/Anti-Semitism  
 
 
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-27/debates/227897B0-59AE-4AD0-B9C5-7B3105DDEED2/Anti-Semitism
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-27/debates/227897B0-59AE-4AD0-B9C5-7B3105DDEED2/Anti-Semitism
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House of Commons Oral Answer 

Business of the House 
David Davies: May we have a debate on the use to which these premises are put, 
following reports that, outrageously, a Member of the House of Lords presided over an 
event at which Israel was compared to the Islamic State and the Jews were even blamed 
for their own genocide? May we discuss that and whether we should issue an apology for 
these outrageous comments to the Israeli Government and the Jewish people? 

Mr Lidington: I read the newspaper reports of the event in question, and I 
confess that I was genuinely horrified by the speech that was reported. I do not 
want to treat every newspaper article as gospel, but I think we should all be very 
concerned about what happened. Since this event appears to have been 
organised by a leading member of the Liberal Democrats, I hope that the leader of 
the party launches an immediate and thorough investigation, so that we can get to 
the truth and any appropriate disciplinary action can be taken. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-27/debates/AF439EED-F740-4F04-
97D7-ED41B391B79B/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-066AB483-DA0B-4F4B-A661-
43BEC3250047  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Buildings: Security 
Bridget Phillipson [48890] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
her Department plans to allocate £2.4 million for the security measures at vulnerable faith 
institutions in Action Against Hate: the UK Government's plan for tackling hate crime, 
published in July 2016; and if she will make a statement. 

Sarah Newton: Places of worship that have been subject to, or are vulnerable to, 
hate crime attacks can bid for protective security measures such as CCTV 
cameras, perimeter fencing, access control equipment, locks and alarms. The 
criteria for the scheme and guidance on how to apply are published on Gov.UK. 
285 bids were received for this years scheme which closed on 4 October. 
Applications which meet the scheme criteria are assessed by an independent 
advisory panel which recommends those which should be funded. The panel will 
consider this years applications on 25 October 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48890/  
 

The Hate Crime Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Ac
tion_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answers 

Hate Crime 
Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how many attempted prosecutions of 
alleged hate crime in the last three years have resulted in (a) a conviction and (b) an 
aquittal, broken down by (i) charges marked as having been aggravated by prejudice and 
(ii) having no marking for being aggravated by prejudice. (S5W-2098) 

James Wolffe: All figures provided are based on data extracted from the The 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) case management system 
on 6 May 2016, which was the basis of the 2016 report on hate crime in Scotland. 
The following tables contain information in respect of the number of charges 
reported to the  Procurator Fiscal for hate crime offences  between April 2013 and  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-27/debates/AF439EED-F740-4F04-97D7-ED41B391B79B/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-066AB483-DA0B-4F4B-A661-43BEC3250047
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-27/debates/AF439EED-F740-4F04-97D7-ED41B391B79B/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-066AB483-DA0B-4F4B-A661-43BEC3250047
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-27/debates/AF439EED-F740-4F04-97D7-ED41B391B79B/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-066AB483-DA0B-4F4B-A661-43BEC3250047
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48890/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48890/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
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March 2016. In addition, the tables provide a breakdown of how these offences 
were dealt with by the Procurator Fiscal. 
Line three provide the number of cases that are still ongoing so it is not yet known 
whether they will lead to a conviction or an acquittal. 
Some statutory charges may also include hate crime aggravations, which will be 
included in their respective aggravation category. For example a race charge 
might also have an aggravation for disability. The disability aggravation will be 
included in the total number for that category and the race charge will be included 
in the total number for race charges. 

Action taken 
re Charge 

Outcome 
2013-

14 
2014-

15 
2015-

16 
Grand Total 

1. Court 1. Conviction 1876 1670 1159 4705 

 
2. No Conviction 701 554 318 1573 

 
3. Ongoing 115 376 1466 1957 

 
4. No Further Court Action 288 229 110 612 

1. Court Total 2980 2829 3052 8861 

Table 1. Conviction and acquittal information for charges containing at least 
one aggravation by prejudice 

Action taken 
re Charge 

Outcome 
2013-

14 
2014-

15 
2015-

16 
Grand Total 

1. Court 1. Conviction 1371 1163 671 3205 

 
2. No Conviction 534 365 156 1055 

 
3. Ongoing 65 199 852 1116 

 
4. No Further Court Action 189 159 58 405 

1. Court Total 2159 1886 1737 5782 

Table 2. Conviction and acquittal information for statutory Racial charges 
under Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 1995 Section 50, Public 
Order Act 1986 Sections 18, 19 and 23 and Offensive Behaviour at Football 
and Threatening Communications Act 2012, sections one and six. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-02098&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
Hate Crime 

Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how many incidents of alleged hate crime 
have been reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service in each of the last 
three years. (S5W-2099)  

James Wolffe: The following table contains the total number of hate crime 
charges reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 
from April 2013 to March 2016. All figures provided are based on data extracted 
from the COPFS case management system on 6 May 2016, which was the basis 
of the 2016 report on hate crime in Scotland. 

Financial Year 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 Total 

Total 5855 5398 5588 16841 

Table one. All hate crime charges reported to COPFS during the last three 
financial years. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-02099&ResultsPerPage=10  
 

Hate Crime 
Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how many incidents of alleged hate crime 
have been taken to court in each of the last three years. (S5W-2100) 

James  Wolffe:  The  following  table  contains  the  total  number  of  hate   crime 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02098&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02098&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02099&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02099&ResultsPerPage=10
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charges reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) from 
April 2013 to March 2016 where court proceedings were commenced. All figures 
provided are based on data extracted from the COPFS case management system 
on 6 May 2016, which was the basis of the 2016 report on hate crime in Scotland. 

Financial Year 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 Total 

Total 5104 4677 4740 14521 

Table one. All hate crime charges taken to court during the last three financial 
years. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-02100&ResultsPerPage=10  
 

Hate Crime 
Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how many incidents of alleged hate crime 
have resulted in a prosecution in each of the last three years. (S5W-2101)  

James Wolffe: The following table contains the total number of hate crime 
charges reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 
from April 2013 to March 2016 where the decision made was prosecution. All 
figures provided are based on data extracted from the COPFS case management 
system on 6 May 2016, which was the basis of the 2016 report on hate crime in 
Scotland. 

Financial Year 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 Total 

Total 5104 4677 4740 14521 

Table 1. All hate crime charges prosecuted during the last three financial years. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-02101&ResultsPerPage=10  
 

Hate Crime 
Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how many incidents of alleged hate crime 
(a) have been marked as (i) having been aggravated by prejudice and (ii) charged under 
another offence with no marking for being aggravated by prejudice and (b) resulted in no 
charge being brought forward in each of the past three years. Holding answer issued: 20 
September 2016 (S5W-2102)  

James Wolffe: All figures provided are based on data extracted from the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service case management system on 6 May 2016, 
which was the basis of the 2016 report on hate crime in Scotland. The following 
table contains information in respect of the total number of charges reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal for hate crime offences between April 2013 and March 2016 that 
were not prosecuted and figures for charges still awaiting a marking decision. It 
also provides a breakdown of how these offences were dealt with by the 
Procurator Fiscal. Direct measures include fiscal fines, compensation orders, 
personal or written warnings and referrals to diversion from prosecution schemes 
and referrals to the Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration. The direct 
measures figures include a small number of charges which were not actioned, but 
where the accused was given a direct measure in respect of other charges within 
the same case. In some cases the charges which were given a direct measure 
may have included details from the charges which were not actioned. 
The not separately actioned figures include charges which were not prosecuted, 
but where other charges for the same accused within the same case were 
prosecuted. In some cases, the charges which were prosecuted may have 
included details from charges which were not prosecuted i.e. some charges could 
have been merged together. 

Marking Decision 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

No Action 222 229 174 

Direct measures 151 120 156 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02100&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02100&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02101&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02101&ResultsPerPage=10
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Awaiting decision  15 165 

Not separately actioned 378 357 353 

Non-Court Total 751 721 848 

Table 1. Number of charges not prosecuted during the last three financial years 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-02102&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
 

Universities UK 

Changing the Culture: Report of the Universities UK Taskforce examining violence 
against women, harassment and hate crime affecting university students 
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2016/changing-
the-culture.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

United Nations 

United Nations to Join Permanent Missions of Ukraine, Israel in Marking Seventy-
fifth Anniversary of Tragedy at Babi Yar, 2 November 
To mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of Babi Yar Ravine, … [a] discussion will examine 
the role of Holocaust education in responding to the complexities and challenges of 
facing this difficult past. 
Babi Yar Ravine, located just a short distance from Kyiv, Ukraine, is the site of one of the 
largest mass killings at a single location during the Second World War.  On 29 and 
30 September 1941, German soldiers under the guidance of a mobile killing unit formed 
by the Nazis, along with their collaborators, murdered more than 33,000 Jewish men, 
women and children. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/note6490.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Conflict, Stability and Security Fund 
Joan Ryan [49936] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
which projects in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories receive funding through 
the Conflict, Stability and Security Fund. 

Tobias Ellwood: The following projects are funded from the Conflict, Security and 
Stability Fund (CSSF) during the current financial year (2016/17). 
- Small training team as part of the United States Security Coordinator to provide 
institutional development and professionalisation of the Palestinian Authority 
Security Forces 
- Technical assistance to the Palestinian Ministry of Interior (MOI) to improve its 
capability to provide oversight and management of the security services 
- Support to EU Coordinating Office for Palestinian Police Support 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02102&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-02102&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2016/changing-the-culture.pdf
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2016/changing-the-culture.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/note6490.doc.htm
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- Empowerment of young Israeli leaders to strengthen support for peace in their 
communities 
- UK-Israel Informal Security Dialogue 
- Legal Aid and Settlement Monitoring in the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49936/  
 

Middle East: Conflict, Stability and Security Fund 
Joan Ryan [49938] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what proportion of the financial assistance provided to (a) projects through the Conflict, 
Stability and Security Fund and (b) bilateral programme budgets fund projects which 
promote coexistence between Israelis and Palestinians. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not provided any funding for coexistence projects 
during the current financial year (2016/17). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49938/  
 

Middle East: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan [49939] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
which (a) Israeli and (b) Palestinian non-governmental organisations and projects receive 
how much funding from his Department. 

Tobias Ellwood: The following Israeli and Palestinian non-governmental 
organisations and projects are funded from the bilateral programme budget during 
the current financial year (2016/17). These are projected spend figures so are 
subject to change. 
- Burj Alluqluq Centre Society - This project aims to prevent conflict through the 
creation of extra-curricular programmes that enable youth to have alternatives to 
being on the street, reducing the likelihood of violence and countering extremism 
in the most marginalised areas in Occupied East Jerusalem. Through academic 
and leadership training, this project will improve employment prospects and build 
the skills of vulnerable youth. - £49,324 
- El Hakawati - Promoting stability in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), 
and preserving the cultural and physical viability of the two-state solution. 
Supporting the preservation of Palestinian identity and culture in Occupied East 
Jerusalem. - £10,000 
- Sharek Youth Forum - Promoting democratic engagement and good governance 
in West Bank by building capacity of politically-engaged youth leaders from 
different political and geographical backgrounds to advocate and engage politically 
with Palestinian Authority. - £48,000 
- Nawa for Culture and Arts Association - Tackling the risk of extremism and 
countering those seeking to radicalize youth in Gaza by providing alternative 
extra-curricular opportunities. Supporting the human rights of vulnerable and at-
risk children in an area of Gaza. - £9,400 
-Palestinian Marine Navigators Association - Reducing the risk of conflict and 
encouraging greater stability with Israeli naval forces by providing equipment and 
training to vulnerable fishermen in Gaza Strip contributing to the safety and 
economic prosperity of Gazan fishermen. - £19,500 
- Society for the Care of Disabled Families (SOCADIF) -Promoting stability in 
OPTs, and physical viability of the two-state solution. Building on UK leadership by 
providing vocational/professional training to disabled women in Rafah, supporting 
their human rights and economic viability. - £9,000. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49939/  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49936/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49936/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49939/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49939/


 9 

 

Palestinians: Health Services 
Roger Godsiff [50165] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether he has raised with his Israeli counterpart access to essential medical 
treatment for people living in Palestinian territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not raised this specific issue, we have regularly 
lobbied the Israeli authorities on the issue of movement and access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50165/  
 

Palestinians: Health Services 
Roger Godsiff [50208] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
assistance for medical care the Government provides for people living in Palestine. 

Rory Stewart: The UK has contributed to medical care for Palestinians through 
our support to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and the 
Palestinian Authority. The UK is a long-term supporter of UNRWA, providing over 
£60 million in 2015/16. Through this funding, we have supported UNRWA to 
deliver comprehensive primary healthcare to 5 million Palestinian refugees in 
Gaza, the West Bank and the region, as well as supporting them to access more 
specialised medical care. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50208/  
 

Middle East: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan [49937] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, which 
(a) Israeli and (b) Palestinian non-governmental organisations and projects receive how 
much funding from her Department. 

Rory Stewart: DFID’s current bilateral programme covering the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories does not directly support any Israeli or Palestinian Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs). DFID indirectly funds Palestinian and Israeli 
NGOs through our support to an access to justice programme benefiting women 
and implemented by UN agencies, and a private sector development programme 
implemented through Development Alternatives Incorporated (DAI). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49937/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan [50220] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, which 
programmes administered by her Department provide financial assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Rory Stewart: The Secretary of State is carrying out a full examination of DFID’s 
programme in the Occupied Palestinian Territories including future financial 
assistance to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50220/ 
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan [50221] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, how 
much direct financial assistance the Government plans to give to the Palestinian Authority 
in financial years (a) 2016-17 and (b) 2017-18. 

Rory Stewart: The UK remains firmly committed to supporting the Palestinian 
Authority to build and strengthen the institutions needed for a two-state solution, 
which is essential for the prosperity and security of the region. As part of her 
examination of UK assistance to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, the 
International Development Secretary will ensure this financial support gets the 
maximum impact and best value for money for the UK taxpayer. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50165/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50165/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50208/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50208/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49937/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49937/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50220/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50220/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50221/  
 

Refugees 
Frank Field [49793] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 20 October 2016 to Question 48875, how many refugees her 
Department has helped to remain in, or stay as close as possible to, their countries of 
origin. 

Rory Stewart: The UK is supporting hundreds of thousands of people displaced 
by the Syria crisis in Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. We also provide support, 
assistance and protection for over 5 million Palestinian refugees in Gaza, the West 
Bank and the region. In Africa, our programmes support over a million refugees, 
with a focus on Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda. The Secretary of State recently 
visited Kenya and saw how UK support for refugees is creating trading 
opportunities and sustainable livelihoods closer to home. The UK has announced 
a further £20 million to help voluntary, humane and safe returns for Somali 
refugees in Kenya, and £15 million towards a UN Appeal to support an expected 
one million displaced people in Afghanistan, including returning refugees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-21/49793/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Visas: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2350] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what distinction they draw 
in issuing visas between Israeli citizens who live in Israel and those who live in illegal 
settlements in the West Bank. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: All applications for visas, entry clearances and 
leave to enter at the border are considered against the criteria set out in the 
published Immigration Rules (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules) 
regardless of the applicant’s nationality or where they live. 
A variety of factors may be taken into account when considering the application, 
but that would depend upon the applicant’s personal circumstances and what they 
had applied to do in the UK. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2350/  
 
 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee Inquiry into 
Political Islam 

See the “Foreign Affairs” section below. 
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Israel breaching Palestine’s right to development, UN human rights expert finds 
Palestine’s right to development is being denied by Israel, creating an environment 
plagued by poverty, “epic” unemployment and economic stagnation, according to a new 
report from a United Nations human rights expert. 
Michael Lynk - the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 … calls on Israel to bring a complete end to 
almost 50 years of occupation, describing an  atmosphere of  “despair and hopelessness”  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50221/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50221/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-21/49793/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-21/49793/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2350/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-17/HL2350/
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among Palestinian citizens. … 
“Israel’s occupation is denying Palestine’s right to development and severely hampering 
its ability to attain even the minimum targets of the Sustainable Development Goals … 
“This occupation … is seriously deficient in its respect for the legal principles and 
obligations embedded within the right to development,” … 
The Special Rapporteur praised human rights groups in the region for their inspirational 
courage and commitment. “They face scorn, and worse, from those invested in the 
violation of human rights, and yet they remain more committed than ever to their 
invaluable work … The consistently high quality of their research, their reports and their 
activism is an inspiration to the rest of us.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20781&LangID=E  
 
Situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/PS/A_71_554_en.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee Inquiry into 
Political Islam 

Oral evidence from Tobias Ellwood MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, 
Minister for the Middle East and Africa, Neil Crompton, Director, Middle East and 
North Africa, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

 

… Q184  Chair: How much do you see Hamas’s violence as illegal violence, under the 
Geneva convention, with indiscriminate weapons and everything else it is targeting as part 
of the Palestinian resistance to occupation? How much do you see that as driven by its 
ideology? 

 

Mr Ellwood: That is a difficult question to specify completely. The actions that they have 
taken are illegal. They continue the tunnel building and so forth. The attacks that are 
persisting into Israel proper are against Geneva conventions. We know and understand 
that. They are perpetuated by the military wing of Hamas and it is that that is proscribed. 

 

Q185  Chair: I understand that. But if you look at Hamas as a movement, and the way that 
they use illegal violence against what they would see as an occupying power, how much of 
that is inspired by their ideology, and how much of it is just what they do as a military 
movement, and that is why they are proscribed, so it has nothing to do with the fact that 
they are an Islamist movement? 

 

Mr Ellwood: … When you speak to some of the countries that are more engaged with 
Hamas, they say to you that they have reneged on certain types of violence and they 
recognise the state of Israel. When you look at its own charter, that charter has not 
changed, so where does the ideology sit? You then look at Hamas itself and it is not a 
homogenous operation. It has various wings which are not necessarily under the full 
control of the political leadership. That is the challenge that we face in working out how you 
can influence any insurgency. You as ex-military men will know that we do not defeat this 
by military means alone. It will be through eventual negotiations that we will get to the guns 
finally falling silent. 

 

Neil Crompton: … There probably is a slightly nationalist element to Palestinian violence, 
against what they see as the existence of the state of Israel, but there is also a religious, 
Islamist dimension to that. Opposition to the state of Israel is a strongly held and shared 
view  by many  political  Islamic groups,  some of  which  exercise  violence  and  others  of  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20781&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/PS/A_71_554_en.pdf
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which exercise their views vocally but do not act on them. I think it is a component of the 
opposition. … 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/foreig
n-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/38194.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 

House of Commons Library Second Reading Briefing Paper 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7745/CBP-7745.pdf  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  
 

Select Committee on the Constitution Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldconst/59/59.pdf  
 

Government response to Select Committee on the Constitution Report 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/response-to-the-house-of-lords-constitution-
committee-wales-bill-report  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
** closes in 10 days 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
 
 

http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/foreign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/38194.html
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/foreign-affairs-committee/political-islam/oral/38194.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7745/CBP-7745.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldconst/59/59.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/response-to-the-house-of-lords-constitution-committee-wales-bill-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/response-to-the-house-of-lords-constitution-committee-wales-bill-report
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
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Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
** Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date 23 December 
2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 

TOP 
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