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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Home Affairs Committee Antisemitism Inquiry 

All parties and media giants must address pernicious antisemitic hate 
… The Committee expresses particular concern at the shocking evidence it received of 
the volume and viciousness of antisemitism online, including countless examples 
directed at Parliamentarians. It says it is "deplorable" that Twitter has allowed itself to 
become an "inert host for vast swathes of antisemitic hate speech and abuse", given that 
the media giant "has the necessary resources and technical capability" to address this, 
and believes that the onus should not be on victims to monitor their accounts for ongoing 
abuse and report it to the company. … 
Government and political parties must adopt an amended definition of antisemitism, 
aimed at promoting a zero-tolerance approach while allowing free speech on Israel and 
Palestine to continue. The persistent use of 'Zionist' as a term of abuse is a particular 
concern: use of the word in an accusatory context should be considered inflammatory 
and potentially antisemitic by law enforcement and political party officials.  
While the UK remains one of the least antisemitic countries in Europe, it is alarming that 
recent surveys show that as many as one in 20 adults in the UK could be characterised 
as "clearly antisemitic". 
There is a worrying disparity in police-recorded antisemitic crime across the country, with 
virtually no cases recorded in some police force areas where thousands of Jewish people 
live. It calls on the National Police Chiefs' Council to investigate this apparent under 
reporting … 
… the Committee is not persuaded that Mr Corbyn fully appreciates the distinct nature of 
contemporary antisemitism, and the fact that it is perfectly possible for an 'anti-racist 
campaigner' to express antisemitic views. His lack of consistent leadership on this issue 
has created what some have referred to as a 'safe space' for those with vile attitudes 
towards Jewish people … 
The Committee also criticises the President of the National Union of Students, Malia 
Bouattia, for failing to take sufficiently seriously the issue of antisemitism on university 
campuses … 
Tim Loughton MP, Acting Chair of the Committee, said: "It is symbolic of the importance 
of this deeply felt issue that, despite the contentious, political nature of much of the 
debate, this report — which does not pull its punches — was agreed unanimously and 
without division by the Committee’s Members, across the parties. … 
History shows that antisemitism is a virus that is too easily spread, through subtly 
pernicious discourse, ignorance and collusion. We call on all leaders of political parties to  
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lead by example to tackle the growing prevalence of this insidious form of hate, opposing 
racism and religious hate in all its forms and working harder to promote inclusion and 
understanding among party members and the wider public, as befits the UK’s status as a 
multicultural, multi-ethnic, multi-religious society." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/antisemitism-report-published-16-17/  
 
Report: Antisemitism in the UK 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhaff/136/136.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Engagement with faith-based organisations 
Jim Wells To ask the Minister for Communities how he plans to engage with faith-based 
organisations during the development of his Department's new Social Strategy. 

Minister for Communities: As part of the development of the draft Programme 
for Government and the draft Social Strategy there was engagement with 
stakeholders representing all Section 75 groups, including faith-
based organisations. 
I plan to bring a draft Social Strategy to the Executive in the coming weeks with 
the intention of having it issued, subject to Executive approval, as part of the new 
approach to the Programme for Government. 
Faith-based organisations in Northern Ireland have an important and distinctive 
place and reach in society and their community work plays a vital role in 
communities where they deliver many interventions on various themes. 
The important role and contribution that many faith-based organisations and 
communities play across society is recognised within the proposed new Social 
Strategy. 
During the public consultation period, we propose to engage with people across 
society. We would like faith-based organisations to be a part of these discussions. 
I plan to build on the ongoing faith-based engagement work in my Department and 
to take forward the development of a Faith Covenant modelled on the principles of 
the Concordat between the Government and the Voluntary and Community 
Sector, facilitating a valued and effective faith-based contribution to policy 
development and service delivery across Government. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=276126  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Tom Brake [47225] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
support her Department is giving to Palestinians displaced by Israeli settlement building 
and the demolition of Palestinian homes. 

Rory Stewart: The UK remains extremely concerned about continued Israeli 
settlement expansion and the large increase in demolitions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories since the start of 2016, compared to the monthly average in 
2015.  We continue to raise these issues with the  Israeli  authorities.  Demolitions  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/antisemitism-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/antisemitism-report-published-16-17/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhaff/136/136.pdf
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=276126
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and the evictions of Palestinians from their homes cause unnecessary suffering, 
are harmful to the peace process, and in all but the most exceptional of cases are 
contrary to international humanitarian law. 
The UK supports Palestinians facing demolition or eviction and displacement by 
funding a legal aid programme to help individuals and communities challenge 
these decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47225/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Tom Brake [47227] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, how 
many of the structures in the West Bank funded through aid provided by her Department 
have been demolished by Israeli forces in 2016 to date. 

Rory Stewart: No structures that the UK has funded bilaterally in the West Bank 
have been demolished. A number of structures funded by the EU’s Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection Office (ECHO) have been demolished in recent months. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47227/  

 
West Bank: Water Supply 

Tom Brake [47293] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
recent representations she has made to the Israeli authorities on the effect on the 
Palestinians in the West Bank of restricting water supplies. 

Rory Stewart: The UK regularly raises the issue of water in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with the Israeli authorities, most recently on 8 September. 
We continue to stress the urgent need for Israel to take immediate and practical 
measures to improve the current situation and ensure fair distribution of water in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
We encourage both parties to find a swift resolution to this issue and to reconvene 
the Joint Water Committee to facilitate approval of projects that will improve 
Palestinian access to water. We see continuity of supply to the West Bank as 
essential for both the basic needs of Palestinians and for stability and security 
more widely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47293/ 
 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [47603] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, with 
reference to section 6.5 of the Memorandum of Understanding between her Department 
and the Palestinian National Authority, whether her Department has been aware of any 
breach of the commitment of human rights and taken any action in response to a breach 
of that commitment. 

Rory Stewart: The UK assesses that the Palestinian Authority (PA) is not in 
breach of its commitment to respecting human rights. The UK promptly raises 
specific human rights issues with the PA when necessary, both publicly and 
privately. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47603/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [47604] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, with 
reference to section 6.5 of the Memorandum of Understanding between her Department 
and the Palestinian National Authority, whether her Department has been aware of any 
breach of the commitment on the principle of non-violence and taken any action in 
response to a breach of that commitment. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47225/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47225/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47227/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47227/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47603/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47603/
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Rory Stewart: The UK deplores incitement on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. We take the issue very seriously and raise our concerns when incidents 
occur. The UK’s assessment is that the Palestinian Authority is not in breach of 
the Memorandum of Understanding and the track record of President Abbas and 
Prime Minister Hamdallah demonstrates their overall commitment to non-violence 
and a negotiated two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47604/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [47605] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, with 
reference to section 6.5 of the Memorandum of Understanding between her Department 
and the Palestinian National Authority, whether the implications of any breach of the 
commitment on human rights was discussed at the annual partnership talks between her 
Department and that Authority. 

Rory Stewart: The UK raised the issue of human rights as part of the FCO-led 
UK-Palestinian strategic talks and in the DFID- Palestinian Authority (PA) annual 
talks that review the broader DFID-PA Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), 
with a clear message that we take very seriously any allegations of human rights 
abuses. The UK assesses that the PA is not in breach of its commitment to 
respecting human rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47605/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [47606] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, with 
reference to section 6.5 of the Memorandum of Understanding between her Department 
and the Palestinian National Authority, whether the implications of any breach of the 
commitment on the principle of non-violence was discussed at the annual partnership 
talks between her Department and that Authority. 

Rory Stewart: The UK raised the issue of incitement as part of the FCO-led UK-
Palestinian strategic talks and in the DFID-Palestinian Authority (PA) annual talks 
that review the DFID-PA Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), sending a clear 
message of discouraging incitement to violence. The UK’s assessment is that the 
PA is not in breach of the MoU and the track record of President Abbas and Prime 
Minister Hamdallah demonstrates their overall commitment to non-violence and a 
negotiated two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47606/  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [47607] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, with 
regard to the amendment letter to the Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Palestinian Government for Financial Assistance, signed on 19 March 2015, whether her 
Department has a list of the eligible beneficiaries of the PEGASE support programme; 
and if she will make a statement. 

Rory Stewart: The list of vetted civil servants is held by the European Union. 
DFID has access to this list on request. The list of eligible beneficiaries is subject 
to a vetting process that includes screening against international and ad hoc 
sanctions lists, covering a large number of different risk categories including 
terrorism financing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47607/  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47604/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47604/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47605/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47605/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47606/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47606/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47607/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47607/
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Continuing Israeli settlement expansion in the West Bank is eroding the viability of 
the two-state solution 
Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft, UK Permanent Representative to the UN at 
the UNSC Arria Formula meeting on Israeli settlements. … 
… it’s a shared conviction that the two-state solution is the best hope for a sustained, 
peaceful settlement to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. … 
And there are clear obstacles to those aspirations being fulfilled. One is continuing 
violence. I’d like to reiterate at the start the British Government’s condemnation of the 
terrorist attacks in Jerusalem last weekend. We’re appalled by this wave of attacks 
against innocent Israeli civilians, as well as the praise shown by Hamas, among others, 
for those carrying out the attacks. … 
And a second sadly recurring obstacle to peace is the continued expansion of 
settlements. … As the British Minister for the Middle East, Tobias Ellwood, said, these 
policies “fundamentally call into question Israel’s commitment to the two-state solution”. 
… Too many times we hear that “settlements are not the issue” and that is simply not the 
case. The expansion of settlements is illegal under international law. And settlements are 
also fundamentally detrimental to a future peace agreement, creating facts on the ground 
in advance of that agreement. … 
A lack of development is being further exacerbated by demolitions of Palestinian 
structures. This year it’s estimated that nearly 800 buildings have been demolished, 
displacing 1000 people, including 500 children. What hope then is there for the two-state 
solution when communities are simply removed from the map, when futures are literally 
bulldozed to the ground? … 
So we again call on the Israeli government  to … allow Palestinians to build their schools, 
their houses; their places of worship – and in doing so - allow Palestinians to build a 
future that will restore faith and trust in the two-state solution. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/continuing-israeli-settlement-expansion-in-the-
west-bank-is-eroding-the-viability-of-the-two-state-solution 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
** closes in 7 days 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
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