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Israel 

United Nations 

Reverse ‘negative trajectory’ and restore hope for two-state solution, says UN 
Middle East envoy 
The United Nations senior official coordinating efforts towards the peaceful resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict today reiterated a call for both sides to work towards a 
negotiated two-state solution which envisages the co-existence of Palestine and Israel as 
amicable neighbours. 
“Both sides should work to reverse the negative trajectory, to build trust and to restore 
hope that a negotiated two-state solution is not just a political slogan but a reality that can 
be achieved through negotiations in our lifetime,” the UN Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process, Nickolay Mladenov, told the Security Council in his regular 
briefing on the situation in the region. 
The envoy noted that recommendations offered by the so-called Middle East Quartet – 
the United States, the Russian Federation, the European Union and the UN – on the way 
forward in the peace process have been ignored, pointing to a surge in Israeli settlement-
related announcements and continuing demolitions of Palestinian buildings as an 
example of this. … 
All of these and other plans would essentially create new illegal settlements, and it is 
difficult to read in such actions a genuine intention to work towards a viable two-state 
solution, the UN envoy said, calling on Israel to cease and reverse these decisions. 
“Let me be clear: no legal acrobatics can change the fact that all outposts – whether 
‘legalised' under Israeli law or not, whether located on state land, or absentee land, or 
private land …” Mr. Mladenov said. … 
“With no prospect for resuming negotiations in sight, developments on the ground 
continue to undermine an already precarious situation,” he noted, adding that although 
the past month has been relatively calm, a number of security-related incidents occurred 
last week, 
These incidents included the apparent extrajudicial execution by the Palestinian Security 
Forces of a man in custody; the firing of two rockets from Gaza, to which Israel 
responded by directing some 60 missiles and shells at 30 suspected military installations 
in Gaza; and the killing by the Israeli Security Forces of a Palestinian man who was 
reportedly under psychiatric care. … 
In a positive development however, the UN official said, political parties had signed an 
electoral code of conduct on 25 July to which all parties and candidates must adhere to 
in  the  Palestinian  local  council   elections  taking  place  on  8 October  and  which  are  
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expected to be the first simultaneous polls in the West Bank and Gaza since 2006. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54783#.V8WRAZN96nY   
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Concluding observations on the twenty-first to twenty-third periodic reports of 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/GBR/CERD_C_GBR_C
O_21-23_24985_E.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
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