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Home Affairs 

Home Affairs Committee Anti-Semitism Inquiry 

Correspondence between the Chair and Shami Chakrabarti 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/home-affairs/Further-
exchange-of-correspondence-with-Shami-Chakrabarti-16-August-2016.pdf  
 

 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister orders government audit to tackle racial disparities in public service 
outcomes 
… The Prime Minister has ordered Whitehall departments to identify and publish 
information showing how outcomes differ for people of different backgrounds, in a range 
of areas including health, education and employment.  
Not only will it give every person the ability to check how their race affects the way they 
are treated by public services, the transparent information will help government and the 
public to force poor-performing services to improve. … 
Latest figures from the Equality and Human Rights Commission show large disparities 
between how people are treated depending on their race … 
Yet this type of information is not systematically captured by public services or published 
transparently for the benefit of the public or the government. … 
The first data is expected to be published before the summer 2017 and will be updated 
annually to ensure the public can track improvement and better hold services to account. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-orders-government-audit-to-tackle-
racial-disparities-in-public-service-outcomes  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-01182 Jackson Carlaw: Scotland’s First Jewish Heritage Centre – That the 
Parliament welcomes the £350,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to 
help establish Scotland’s first Jewish heritage centre; understands that Garnethill 
Synagogue is to become the home of the centre through a joint partnership with the 
Scottish Jewish Archives Centre; notes that the centre will provide public access to 
artefacts that document the experiences of refugees fleeing Nazi Europe alongside 
details of the lives and contributions of many Jews to the development of modern 
Scotland; is aware that, once open, more than 30 volunteers will help to develop and 
deliver  community  and  public  services  for  the  centre,  which  is expected to extend to  
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establish a walking trail that will show how the Garnethill area was a hub for Jewish 
refugees in the 1930s and 1940s, and awaits the opening of the centre with anticipation. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01182&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

United Nations 

UN agencies urge efforts to halt Gaza's 'de-development' trajectory 
Marking the second anniversary of the 2014 ceasefire which ended the most devastating 
round of hostilities in Gaza, heads of United Nations agencies there have called for a 
greater flow of material and funding to address humanitarian needs and boost economic 
prospects for Gaza's 1.9 million residents. 
“We must reverse Gaza's de-development trajectory and address the needs of a 
population that has gone through three rounds of conflict, nine years of an Israeli 
blockade and the consequences of the Palestinian internal divide which, combined, have 
affected every aspect of their daily lives,” Robert Piper, the UN Resident Coordinator and 
Humanitarian Coordinator for the Occupied Palestinian Territory said in a news 
release today. … 
Mr. Piper, who is also the Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
said that accountability for violations of international law by duty bearers on both sides 
during the war also remained elusive, “denying victims and survivors the justice and 
redress they deserve.” 
The news release also added that according to UN estimates, about half of the homes 
which suffered partial damages and a third of those destroyed have been rebuilt. 
Additionally, all of the 78 hospitals and clinics, and the 252 schools that were damaged 
have been repaired and that the reconstruction of health and education infrastructure that 
were fully destroyed is ongoing. … 
Recalling that in October 2014, donors pledged $3.5 billion to support Gaza, but 
according to the World Bank, only an estimated 40 percent had been disbursed by April 
this year. The agencies noted that funding for the remaining reconstruction work and 
serious investments in the productive sector is crucially lacking, further hindering 
people's ability to lift themselves out of crisis. … 
“All parties must come together to chart a clear course towards a just and final peace - 
including achieving a full lifting of the blockade, while ensuring Israel's legitimate security 
concerns, and establishing two states living side by side in peace and security,” he said, 
recalling the words of the UN Secretary-General at the October 2014 Cairo international 
conference on Gaza's reconstruction. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54763  
 
Infographic:  
Gaza: Two years after the 2014 hostilities (as of 26 August 2016) 
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-two-years-after-2014-
hostilities-26-august-2016  
 
Report:  
Gaza: Two Years After 
http://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/gaza_war_2_years_after_english.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
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