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Hate Crime 
9. Bob Blackman: What recent discussions he has had with the Director of Public 
Prosecutions on the prosecution of hate crime. [906009] 
10. Andrew Stephenson: What recent discussions he has had with the Director of 
Public Prosecutions on the prosecution of hate crime. [906010] 

The Solicitor General (Robert Buckland): I discuss this matter regularly with the 
DPP, and the Government will publish their hate crime strategy very shortly. 

Bob Blackman: I thank my hon. and learned Friend for his answer. Given the terrible 
terrorist atrocities in Nice, Paris and, recently, Germany, many people in this country are 
fearful that because of their religion or the colour of their skin, they will be the subject of 
hate crime. What assurances can my hon. and learned Friend give to those people that 
we will prosecute, to the limit of the law, anyone involved in hate crime? 

The Solicitor General: I pay tribute to my hon. Friend for the community work he 
does in his constituency. Hate crime of any kind, whether it is on the grounds of 
disability, race, religion, sexual orientation or transgender identity, has absolutely 
no place in our society. We are utterly committed to tackling hate crime. 

Andrew Stephenson: A Member of the other place recently received a vile racist letter 
containing white powder, as did a number of mosques and Islamic centres representing a 
large Pakistani heritage community in Pendle. The long-term rise in Islamophobia is a 
serious concern. Will my hon. and learned Friend join me in condemning these racist 
incidents and advise me whether he believes that the separate recording of Islamophobia 
as a hate crime is likely to help to bring about successful prosecutions? 

The Solicitor General: The incident that my hon. Friend describes is despicable 
and shameful, and we must stand together against such hate crime and ensure 
that it is stamped out. Religious hate crime has been recorded separately since 
April of this year, at the request of the Prime Minister when she was in her former 
role as Home Secretary. That will give us a greater understanding of the nature of 
hate crime. 

Christina Rees: Reports of hate crimes rose exponentially—by 57%—following Brexit. Is 
the Solicitor General confident that the Crown Prosecution Service is adequately 
resourced to deal effectively with these reports and support victims? 

The Solicitor General: The hon. Lady is right to note the alarming spike in 
incidents of hate crime that surrounded the recent referendum and the weeks 
subsequent  to it.  I reassure her  that the  CPS  remains  absolutely  committed to  
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prosecuting all types of such crime, which, frankly, have no place in our society. 
Paula Sherriff: Three weeks ago, I asked the former Prime Minister, and he agreed, to 
look into setting up a cross-party commission on hate crime following a sharp increase, 
as yesterday’s statistics revealed. Can the Solicitor General assure the House that that 
will be achieved as a priority? Will he offer his full support to my West Yorkshire cross-
party initiative to tackle these terrible acts? 

The Solicitor General: I pay tribute to the hon. Lady, who speaks with eloquence 
and passion on these issues. Of course, I give her my full support with regard to 
the cross-party initiative in West Yorkshire. The former Prime Minister was right to 
emphasise that it is up to all of us, whichever side of politics we come from, to 
come together to tackle this scourge. We know what it can lead to, and therefore 
we have to stamp it out before it becomes something even more vile. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
21/debates/16072149000022/HateCrime  
 

EU Referendum: Hate Crime 
1. Christina Rees: What steps the Government have taken to tackle hate crime against 
black, Asian and minority ethnic communities since the EU referendum. [905983] 

The Minister for Women and Equalities (Justine Greening): As the House has 
just discussed, hate crime of any kind, including that which is targeted at BAME 
communities, has absolutely no place in our society. I am sure I speak for the 
whole House when I say how appalled I am at the recent reported increase in 
hate crime. The Government are monitoring the situation and working across 
Departments and with the police, the Crown Prosecution Service and community 
partners to provide reassurance and send out a clear message that hate crime will 
not be tolerated, and that we will take action against those who promote hatred. 

Christina Rees: I am proud of the Safer Neath Port Talbot partnership, which has been 
working to counteract the rise in hate crime since the EU referendum by holding hate 
crime awareness sessions in Neath communities. We should all say no to hate crime. 
What steps is the Minister taking to adopt such best practice and roll it out across the 
country to raise awareness and heal divisions in communities? 

Justine Greening: I would be very interested to talk to the hon. Lady further 
about her experience of the work under way in her own community. As she 
highlights, one of the most effective things we can do to tackle hate crime is to 
work at community level to spread a message of inclusion, acceptance and 
tolerance across our society. The broader work happening in Government is being 
done not just through policing and the Home Office, but through the Department 
for Communities and Local Government and in my own Department—the 
Department for Education—through schools. 

Maria Miller: I welcome my right hon. Friend to her position. Does she feel, as I do, that 
we should also be looking at online hate crime, from which people often suffer the most? 
Does she believe, as I do, that platforms and social media outlets should do more to 
standardise reporting in this area and, frankly, to take more action against the 
perpetrators? 

Justine Greening: I agree with my right hon. Friend that it is important to address 
the online element of this crime effectively. She will be aware that one of the 
things the Government have recently done is to strengthen online reporting. Part 
of the increase in hate crime is due to the tool we set up called True Vision, a 
website where people can report it online more effectively. She is absolutely right 
to say that there are different channels through which hate crimes are perpetrated 
and all of them need a strong response. 

Nick Thomas-Symonds: The Minister’s answer on online hate crime and online 
reporting is very welcome, but does she agree that, given the level of vile hatred that 
exists in certain parts of social media, it is absolutely essential for law enforcement 
agencies  to  chase  it down  and  bring  specific  cases to court to ensure that there is no  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-21/debates/16072149000022/HateCrime
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hiding place for the violent hatred that people pour on to social media? 
Justine Greening: I agree with the hon. Gentleman. As crime moves on to 
different forums, including online, it is important that the police and the Crown 
Prosecution Service collectively take strong action to show that this sort of 
behaviour across our country will not be tolerated and that we will take action 
against it wherever it raises its head. 

Philip Hollobone: … Last night, Kettering Borough Council passed a motion 
condemning racism, xenophobia and hate crimes. I am proud to be a member of 
Kettering Borough Council and to have supported the motion. Will my right hon. Friend 
encourage other local authorities to do the same? … 

Justine Greening: … I applaud Kettering Borough Council for its strong stance 
against racism. Part of ensuring that we stamp out hate crime and racism 
generally is not only for us to work strongly on the ground, but for people in 
positions of authority—community leaders included—to advocate the kind of 
inclusive society that we all want. The steps taken by Kettering Borough Council 
are particularly welcome, and I hope other councils follow suit. 

Paula Sherriff: Last Saturday, I attended an event in my constituency organised by a 
fantastic community group called Kumon Y’all. It was amazing to see people of many 
faiths and no faith engaging with each other through sport and other activities. Does the 
Minister agree that such events should be encouraged wherever possible, especially in 
these troubled times when we are seeing an alarming rise in hate crime? 

Justine Greening: Yes, I do. We all have our own experiences of that at 
constituency level. My local Ahmadiyya Muslim community holds a peace 
conference every year, which brings together all faiths and all parts of our 
community, and it does a huge amount of fundraising, which also benefits our 
broader community. These are the kinds of examples of community leadership to 
which I was just referring. As MPs, we can play a real role in encouraging and 
supporting that when we see it happening in our own localities. 

Angela Rayner: … We have heard from many Members on both sides of the House that 
there has been a dramatic wave of hate crime, hostility and intolerance towards EU 
nationals and members of the BAME community living in the UK. I have been 
encouraged by the many members of the public and people in high-profile positions who 
have challenged that behaviour and shown what a great multicultural Britain we are. 
However, like many across the House and the country I was dismayed and upset by The 
Sun columnist Kelvin MacKenzie’s disgraceful Islamophobic attack on the “Channel 4 
News” presenter Fatima Manji. Will the Minister join me in making it clear that all parties 
in this House regard those comments as totally unacceptable? That being the case, will 
she also join me in urging Mr MacKenzie to make a full public apology, and The Sun and 
other media to be more responsible in who and what they allow on their media outlets? 
… 

Justine Greening: The hon. Lady has raised an important issue. This is not the 
first time that Kelvin MacKenzie has written and said things that are deeply 
controversial and to many people in our country deeply offensive, frankly. It is for 
him to decide how he wants to respond to the wave of criticism he has received 
since writing that article. From my perspective, I am proud that we live in a country 
where men and women are equal. That includes women having the right to wear 
what they want and to be able to get on in their job wearing what they want. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-
21/debates/16072149000023/EUReferendumHateCrime  
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UK Parliament Joint Committee on Human Rights 

Report: Counter-Extremism 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201617/jtselect/jtrights/105/105.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Palestine: Children 
col 747  Lord Warner: … I am pleased to have this opportunity to put on the 
parliamentary record the appalling conditions under which Palestine’s children are living 
in both the blockaded collective prison of Gaza and the 50-year military occupation in the 
West Bank and east Jerusalem. …  
During the 2014 Gaza conflict, Save the Children found that “551 children were killed”, 
compared with one Israeli child, “and 3,436 were injured, of whom 10% suffered 
permanent disability as a result”. 
The rates of stunting and long-term malnutrition remain high, while anaemia affects 
nearly 60% of schoolchildren and even more infants. In this collective prison, 95% of the 
water is unfit for human consumption. In addition, 90 million litres of untreated or partially 
treated sewage is dumped into the sea each day, which causes a high incidence of 
diseases such as typhoid and severe diarrhoea. Medical supplies are permanently in 
short supply, and many children live in poor accommodation, because only 1,000 homes 
out of the 10,000 destroyed have been rebuilt. These children now have to put up with 
Israeli air strikes, which recently killed two children, and see them destroy power stations. 
Israeli Ministers are now calling for Gaza to be cut off from water, gas and electricity. … 
… a third of the schools destroyed have yet to be rebuilt. But why go to school if there 
are no jobs and you cannot leave the prison? … 
On the West Bank, Palestinian children grow up in a culture of fear, intimidation, 
suspicion and sometimes death. … 
On 30 April this year, 414 Palestinian children were in a military prison, with 48% of them 
held in Israel, in contravention of the Fourth Geneva Convention. … 
… from the perspective of the Israeli Government, this nearly 50 year-old military 
occupation and system has been very effective in controlling 2.7 million Palestinians who 
live on the West Bank while protecting the 400,000 Israelis who have settled there 
illegally since 1967. This figure excludes 200,000 illegal settlers in east Jerusalem. … 
When children are seriously damaged and have no sense of hope, as Palestine’s 
children increasingly are, they become adults with nothing to lose, who can all too easily 
turn to a path of violence against their oppressors and those who collude with them. … 

 

col 752  Lord Cope of Berkeley: … I want to bring some hope into today’s debate by 
talking about an educational body with which I am involved, the Palestine Music 
Conservatory. It does wonderful work, teaching both classical and Arabic music from the 
basics up to concert standard. … We agreed—rashly, you may well think—to sponsor a 
UK tour by the Palestine Youth Orchestra; it is 80-strong, so it is a very large undertaking 
for a small charity, but it is happening. … 

 

col 753  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … The noble Lord, Lord Warner, paints a picture of 
a bottle half empty. I would like to paint a picture that, while it could be improved, is of a 
bottle half full. … 
Many Palestinian children are brought to Israel and treated in Israeli hospitals. Some of 
these are children of Hamas officials. In 2014, the daughter of Ismail Haniyeh, the 
Hamas  leader in  Gaza,  was allowed to exit the  strip just after Israel’s  operations.  The  
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Israel charity Save a Child’s Heart—SACH—brings children from around the world, 
including Gaza and the West Bank, to Israel for life-saving heart surgery that they would 
otherwise not receive. Israel continued to permit children and family members to travel to 
the Wolfson Medical Center in Holon at the height of the 2014 conflict in Gaza with 
Hamas. … 
Some Gaza children are not guaranteed the same privileges. Hamas prevented three 
Gazan children from travelling to Israel for life-saving treatment; they were children aged 
five, 10 and 12 who suffer from systemic arthritis, which has the potential to be life-
threatening without proper treatment. The children had been permitted to travel to Israel 
once a month for an injection, and the situation was improving until Hamas denied them 
the ability to leave the strip. …  
In considering the welfare and well-being of Palestinian children, one must look at the 
direction of travel. It points in one positive direction but is clearly in need of improvement. 
Israel has gone to great lengths to materially improve the well-being of Palestinian 
children, while their condition remains poor in areas beyond Israel’s influence, particularly 
in Lebanon and Syria. Conditions for Palestinian children in the West Bank, while 
certainly not great, remain better than in many other Middle Eastern countries. … 

 

col 755  Lord Judd: … Those of us who regard ourselves as friends of both the people 
of Palestine and the people of Israel, and who have many personal friends in both 
communities, are particularly concerned because of our record of historical responsibility 
for the creation of the state of Israel and our long presence and participation in the affairs 
of the Middle East. However, there is another point too. Frankly, our expectations of 
Israel had been high. Due to the experiences of many of the people who live in Israel—
not least the Holocaust, of course—and because of the values in Judaism, we had hoped 
for a state that would set examples to the world. For that reason we are so profoundly 
concerned. …  

 

col 757  Baroness Tonge: … Recently an 11 year-old Palestinian boy was helping to 
gather in the family’s sheep from their grazing area near the Gaza border fence when 
Israeli soldiers approached on the other side and started firing at him. He was shot in the 
groin and started to bleed heavily. He was left for three hours—watched, but not assisted 
in any way, by the soldiers. He was eventually retrieved by his family and taken to 
hospital, where he had to have both his testicles removed and was in intensive care for 
several days, his life ruined. I was informed of another shooting by Israeli soldiers of boys 
playing football, some time ago, again near the fence. The boys received injuries to their 
feet and legs and will never play football again. They are good shots, the soldiers in the 
IDF: they aim very well. …  
I have heard it said that these actions are caused by incitement by the Palestinians. The 
children throw stones and sticks, and some carry scissors or a knife, and the 
Government of Israel say that this is sufficient reason for the IDF to behave as it does. I 
question that. What wimps those soldiers must be if, in their helmets and bulletproof 
vests, armed to the teeth, they are afraid of children throwing stones or carrying scissors. 
…  
… the great danger for Israel is that by treating children in this way, she is creating a 
generation of terrorists who will have a justified grudge against Israel and the countries 
who support her—beware. … 

 

col 759  Lord Hamilton of Epsom: … I was surprised to find that virtually all Palestinians 
are Sunni Muslims—there are almost no Christian Palestinians left now. …  
The radicalisation of Sunnis comes via the schools of the West Bank, where the rhetoric 
is a nasty form of anti-Semitism, the sort of thing that we associate with Nazi Germany. 
They accuse Jews of being unworthy of playing any role in the world and liken them to 
vermin, as the Nazis used to do in Germany. The result of this radicalisation is that a 
number of young Palestinians have found their way into Israel proper and have murdered 
Israelis on the streets. …  
We  will  solve  the  Palestinian  issue  only  when  we  recognise  the  legitimate  claim of  
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Palestinians to their own self-determination. On the other hand, what has never been 
mentioned by those who bemoan the terrible fate suffered by many Palestinians is Gaza. 
Israel actually gave Gaza back to the Palestinians. Was it too much to expect at that 
stage that the Palestinians in Gaza might decide to live at peace with Israel? They had 
been given their territory and all they had to do from there was get on and live their own 
existences. They did not. They lobbed mortars over the borders and killed Israelis in 
Israel proper. …  

 

col 761  Baroness Massey of Darwen: … We are talking about children whose lives are 
being ruined and who are growing up neglected and subdued. It would not be surprising 
if some of them turned to anger and radical means of expressing themselves. …  

 

col 763  Lord Oates: … My criticisms of the occupation and its inevitable and 
devastating impacts on Palestinian children arise not out of any hostility to Israel, but, 
quite the contrary, from a profound respect for the achievements of Israel and its people, 
and the consequent horror that its values are being so corrupted by the near 50-year 
occupation and consequent oppression of millions of people. …  
… the Israeli Government and the people of Israel quite understandably feel outraged 
when comparisons are made between Israel and apartheid South Africa. None of us who 
have witnessed the reality of the poisonous ideology and its vile application by the 
apartheid regime would ever make that comparison with the democratic state of Israel. 
Indeed, I note Israel is the only state in the region in which I, as a gay man, could live 
freely and under the protection of law. … 
Nevertheless, while there is no comparison between the Government of Israel and that of 
apartheid South Africa, it is unavoidable and undeniable that many conditions that pertain 
in the Occupied Territories are similar to those that those of us who spent time in South 
Africa saw under the apartheid regime: the occupation and settlement of land; the 
checkpoints; the bulldozing of homes; the military incursions; the detentions of minors; 
the disregard for legal rights; the night raids; the closed roads; the separate laws; the 
ongoing humiliations; the deepening anger; the loss of hope; the spread of violence; the 
settler retaliations; the authorities’ passive and sometimes active acquiescence in the 
excesses of their own settlers, with whom they inevitably side; and the steady 
dehumanisation of one side by the other. …  

 

col 768  Lord Polak: … The terror group Hamas, which calls in its founding charter for 
the destruction of the Jewish state, must take prime responsibility for the ongoing 
suffering of Gazan children. …  
Those Peers in this House who follow social media may see the latest Hamas video of 
excited children being taken on tunnel tours; … I ask noble Lords: no incitement? 
Everyone is clear that the sole purpose of Hamas’s tunnels into Israel is to kill Israeli 
civilians. Do they really hate Israelis more than they care about the well-being of their 
own children?  
Instead of building houses, schools and hospitals, Hamas has built a sophisticated 
infrastructure of terror. … 
This brainwashing of Palestinian children to hatred and violence is a form of child abuse. 
The Palestinians must be condemned for denying their own children a better future. … 

 

col 770  Lord Turnberg: … The official Palestinian media and education system 
continually inculcate young minds with hatred and violence, so it is not much wonder that 
many of the recent attacks against Israelis were committed by youngsters. …  
These are not the harmless children that the noble Baroness, Lady Tonge, describes. 
Little wonder that Israel arrested some 600 underage teenagers last year, although that 
number has to be compared with 1,500 underage arrests by the Palestinians in the West 
Bank. …  
Much has been made of the water supply and sewage disposal. But why then did Hamas 
prevent UNICEF installing a desalination plant in Gaza when it realised that the 
equipment and expertise were coming from Israel? Why has the Palestinian Authority 
boycotted the  Israeli-Palestinian  Joint  Water  Committee, set up to find solutions for the  
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water supply to the West Bank? Why did it turn down an Israeli offer of a German-funded 
plan to improve the water supply to East Jerusalem? We should think carefully before 
casting all the blame Israel’s way. …  

 

col 772  Baroness Deech: … One of the underlying themes of the Middle East for 
decades, if not centuries, espoused not only by Palestinians but by the majority of states 
in the region, is the eradication of any non-Muslim presence in the Middle East—in this 
case, the obliteration of Israel and its replacement by an exclusively Muslim state. This 
House and the other place have all too often been recruited to the cause, as the dozens 
of debates such as this exemplify. But 6 million Jews living there lawfully under 
international law will not again be led to the slaughter and deprivation of all that they 
have built up, while the world stands by. Hence the measures that Israel has to take, but 
they are all against a background of careful attention to legal and humanitarian 
requirements.  
Palestinian children are used as pawns in this struggle. They suffer from indoctrination 
with hate; they are used as human shields and suicide bombers; funds destined for them 
are diverted to the building of tunnels, where they are killed in the course of construction; 
and they are discriminated against in the countries where they are born, such as 
Lebanon. …  
If you condemn the slaughter in Nice, you should also condemn the ideology that is 
fostered to that end in Palestine. This is where we come to the nub of the matter. Why 
are Palestinian children being robbed of their childhood and arrested? It is because they 
are being educated and incited to hate by TV, radio, the internet, school books, sermons 
and summer camps glorifying martyrdom and death. Children act out shooting, stabbing 
and kidnapping. The educational system in Gaza teaches hatred and violence from a 
young age; you can see it in videos on the internet. Twenty-five thousand Palestinian 
children go to summer camps to learn to be suicide bombers and terrorists, and to be 
taught that making peace with so-called infidels is forbidden. Kindergarten children are 
told that killing is noble and that they are heroes if they die in the act. …  

 

col 775  Lord Sterling of Plaistow: … Hamas believes in one thing only and wants to 
wipe out Israel. In case anybody thinks that Israel wants to wipe anybody else out, this is 
a very different situation and obviously has a massive effect on the Israeli population. 
When you think of how the Israelis are considered, it is unbelievable that the Israel 
Defense Forces would ever use women and children as human shields. …  

 

col 778  Baroness Mobarik: … DfID is providing essential basic services to Palestinians 
across the Occupied Territories, helping to build a capable and accountable Palestinian 
state, promoting economic prosperity and supporting the most vulnerable, including 
young people, girls and women. Indeed, the UK’s support is targeted on improving the 
lives of ordinary Palestinians, with a targeted impact on children in particular. …  
The UK’s work also includes vital support to the Palestinian Authority to build Palestinian 
institutions and promote economic growth so that any future Palestinian state will be a 
prosperous and effective partner for peace. … 
UK aid is making a positive difference in the Occupied Territories to the lives of men, 
women, boys and girls—first, by supporting stability and growing the economy; secondly, 
by delivering basic services; and, thirdly, by protecting the most vulnerable. That said, 
the long-term protection of the rights and opportunities of Palestinians can come only 
through a negotiated two-state solution. …  

 

col 782  Lord Warner: … There has been talk in this debate about incitement by the 
Palestinians and the Palestinian Authority. I can think of no greater incitement than a 50-
year military occupation in which you watch illegal settlers take over your land. That 
seems to me to be a very considerable incitement. If we do not deal with that issue, we 
will continue to have violence. …  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-
21/debates/16072156000635/PalestineChildren  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-21/debates/16072156000635/PalestineChildren
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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