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Israel 

House of Commons Backbench Business Committee 

Application for a debate on Israel and Palestine 
Richard Burden: … Any time a debate is held in this place on Israel and Palestine … it 
is always oversubscribed. There is clearly a huge amount of interest, and in each one 
somebody stands up and says, “Isn’t it time that we had a full debate on the broader 
context in the main Chamber, so we can explore a lot of the key issues?” On every 
occasion, the Minister of the day agrees, but says that it is not a matter for him or her to 
agree that. 
Tommy prepared this application—I absolutely support him in doing so—to ask for a 
Backbench Business debate on the broader issues: specifically, the question of the 
impact of settlement building on the prospects for a two-state solution and the UK’s 
attitude to the French initiative on the Palestinian state. The latter issue is important 
because in 2014, the UK Parliament became world-famous for passing a resolution to 
support the recognition of a Palestinian state. … 

 

Tommy Sheppard:… The situation in Israel-Palestine is not going away, and in many 
ways has worsened since the last time the House decided to discuss it. … 

 

Kevin Foster: I am conscious that anything that touches on Israel and Palestine can 
quickly become quite a debate. In terms of looking at the issue and the type of debate we 
are going to have—I don’t want to get into expressing views on the motion itself—are 
there people supporting the debate application who have more traditionally spoken from 
the point of view of supporting Israel in the Chamber, or is it just those who are more 
inclined to support the Palestinian cause? 

 

Tommy Sheppard: It is fair to say that this initiative has come from those people who 
support a two-state solution and have a degree of concern about the actions of the Israeli 
Government in enabling that to come about, so I would expect those concerns to be 
aired. I would also expect contributions to be made by people who take a different 
position. 

 

Kevin Foster: Not to give a particular view on it, but in terms of thinking of something 
that will make a genuinely interesting debate in the Chamber, rather than having—if I can 
put it this way—everyone agree with each other for three hours, we should have a 
debate that gives them a chance to tease out what they see to be the options. 

 

Richard Burden: The focus of this is on the upholding of international law, which we 
would all support, and how we approach an international negotiation to bring the sides 
together. … 
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Tommy Sheppard: The French Government has talked about the NATO Act by the end 
of the year, so I think [a debate in] September or October would be timely. … 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/bac
kbench-business-committee/proposals-for-backbench-debates/oral/35242.html  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Human Rights & Democracy Report 2015  
p43: The State of Israel and The Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/518658/FC
O755_Human_Rights_Report_2015_-_WEB.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Torching of house in occupied West Bank draws UN official’s concern 
The United Nations official coordinating the peace process toward resolving the 
longstanding conflict between Israel and Palestine today expressed concern about 
reports of yet another arson attack targeting a Palestinian family in Duma in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank. 
“If confirmed, this despicable act would be the third incident in this particular village in the 
last year,” said the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Nickolay Mladenov. 
On 31 July last year, Jewish extremists set fire to the home of a Palestinian family, killing 
18-month-old Ali Saad Dawabsha and his parents, and leaving four year-old Ahmed 
orphaned. “Indictments have been made, but the perpetrators of this terrible crime have 
yet to face justice,” Mr. Mladenov said. 
According to media reports, the latest attack is on a relative of the family attacked on 31 
July. 
The third attack refers to an incident in March, in which the house of Ibrahim Mohammed 
Dawabsha, the only living witness to the 31 July attack, was set alight. 
Mr. Mladenov called on the authorities to move swiftly in bringing all the perpetrators to 
justice, including those responsible for the incident last night. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54510#.V5DcmZO7iko 
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

End of mission statement of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 
… in the face of an increasingly difficult situation, people living in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory including East Jerusalem are, more and more, struggling with 
feelings of hopelessness, particularly among the young. It is clear that the longstanding 
Occupation is more entrenched than ever, and that this is having an impact across the 
broad spectrum of human rights and the development trajectory of the OPT. 
I am concerned about the escalation of violence that began last September, and about 
the many deaths, both Palestinian and Israeli, that resulted from this violence.  I would 
urge the Israeli authorities to thoroughly investigate cases which may have amounted to 
an excessive use of force or to an extrajudicial killing, and to ensure that genuine 
accountability is made a priority. I am particularly concerned by the recently published 
police regulations which state that Israeli police forces may react to stone throwing with 
live ammunition. … 
 

http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/backbench-business-committee/proposals-for-backbench-debates/oral/35242.html
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/backbench-business-committee/proposals-for-backbench-debates/oral/35242.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/518658/FCO755_Human_Rights_Report_2015_-_WEB.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/518658/FCO755_Human_Rights_Report_2015_-_WEB.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54510#.V5DcmZO7iko
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It is clear that the longstanding Occupation continues to affect a broad spectrum of rights 
under international law, and to hinder the economic and social development of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.  The existence and spread of 
the Israeli settlements amount to a grave breach of international law, and they spawn a 
host of other violations under international human rights and humanitarian law. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20291&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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