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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Academies: Collective Worship 
Stephen Timms [42077] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many 
academies applied for an exemption from providing a broadly Christian daily act of 
collective worship in each year since 2010; and how many of those schools were defined 
as non-faith. 

Edward Timpson: 13 open academies have applied for an exemption from 
providing a broadly Christian act of collective worship since April 2012 when the 
Education Funding Agency was established. All of the applicants were non-faith 
schools as only non-faith schools can apply for an exemption. 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-06/42077/  

 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Right to Die 
Baroness Meacher:To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the constitutional implications of the Supreme Court’s 2014 judgment in the case 
of R (Nicklinson) v Ministry of Justice [2014] UKSC 38. 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Faulks): My Lords, the 
Government do not agree that this case raises constitutional issues. The issue in 
this case was whether the prohibition on assisted suicide in the Suicide Act 1961 
was incompatible with the appellant’s right to respect for private and family life. 
Dismissing the appeal, the Supreme Court held that our courts could decide the 
question of compatibility but that it was not appropriate to do so then. The court 
encouraged Parliament to consider the issue further. Both Houses have since had 
the opportunity to do so. 

Baroness Meacher:  I thank  the Minister for his reply,  but he will know that a majority of  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-06/42077/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-06/42077/
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the Supreme Court justices in the Nicklinson case took the view that the current law is in 
breach of Article 8 of the human rights convention. They deferred making a declaration of 
incompatibility only to allow time for Parliament to pass a law to change the situation. 
Does the Minister accept that a Private Member’s Bill debated on Friday immediately 
after the Summer Recess was not an adequate response to the Supreme Court justices, 
and that it is now time for the Government, with Parliament, to pass legislation to allow 
help to be given to mentally competent terminally ill people who have a consistent wish to 
avoid unbearable suffering at the very end of their lives? 

Lord Faulks: The Government recognise that strong views are held on this 
subject on both sides. It remains the Government’s view that any change in the 
law is an area for individual conscience and a matter for Parliament to decide 
rather than for government policy. The noble Baroness and the House will 
remember the lengthy, thorough and extremely illuminating debates we had last 
year or the year before in relation to the Private Member’s Bill proposed by the 
noble and learned Lord, Lord Falconer. Since then, there has been a Bill in the 
House of Commons which was defeated at Second Reading. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, social as well as medical factors can influence a 
decision to live, and greedy or uncaring relatives can easily influence that decision—we 
hear about that every day in the press and in care homes. Does the Minister agree that 
greater efforts should be made to show that we value all people, whatever their degree of 
sickness or disability, and that society must work towards better palliative care? 

Lord Faulks: I am sure that all noble Lords would agree with what the noble Lord 
said, whatever their views about the issue. 

Viscount Hailsham: My Lords, might one way forward be to incorporate into statutory 
form the guidelines of the DPP, reflecting as desirable the views of the Supreme Court? 
This would be desirable in itself and might also stand in the way of a declaration of 
incompatibility, which I would deem to be undesirable. 

Lord Faulks: I am grateful for that suggestion. There are different views about 
whether it is appropriate for the Supreme Court to instruct Parliament to do 
anything. A lot of academic lawyers consider that Parliament is much better 
equipped to decide these issues. Judges and courts will inevitably consider the 
matter on a case-by-case basis as opposed to the polycentric view that 
Parliament will be able to bring to it. I respectfully submit that it is a matter for 
Parliament. 

Lord Falconer of Thoroton: My Lords, there are significant issues about end of life: 
palliative care, which everyone wants to see better and more widespread; the assisted 
dying issues which the noble Baroness, Lady Meacher, referred to; and also how end-of-
life decisions are taken with people who are dying, which is nothing to do with the 
assisted dying issue. With a new Government and with genuine concern about this issue, 
what would the Minister think about a royal commission or a similar body being set up to 
address the issues of end-of-life care, including assisted dying? 

Lord Faulks: The noble and learned Lord will not be surprised that I am not able 
to give any announcement to the effect that there should be some sort of 
commission at this stage, but clearly there remains great concern. This is a very 
difficult issue. Polling indicates a move towards the approach exemplified by the 
noble and learned Lord’s Bill. No doubt any Government, of whatever hue, will 
have in mind what the public want. 

Baroness Finlay: Do the Government recognise that, apart from the defeat of the Bill in 
the House of Commons, the BMA has undertaken an extensive study of end-of-life care? 
I declare an interest as a former president of the BMA and as someone involved in 
palliative care. The study showed that doctors do not want to be involved in this because 
they see it as unsafe. A survey undertaken showed that only one in seven GPs are 
prepared to be involved in assisted suicide, physician-assisted suicide or euthanasia and 
that, when the public heard more about what was involved, support decreased so that it 
became equipoised?   Overall,  there was objection from  doctors, which  was  reinforced  
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recently at the BMA annual representative meeting. 
Lord Faulks: The House and I am aware of that and of the noble Baroness’s 
particular expertise in this area. 

Lord Blair of Boughton: My Lords, I declare an interest as a member of the commission 
on assisted dying chaired by the noble and learned Lord, Lord Falconer. Does the 
Minister see any contradiction between the Government taking no action about 
something that 82% of the public believe should happen and taking enormous action 
over a 52:48 split? 

Lord Faulks: The terms of the European Union Referendum Act were much 
debated in this House and, no doubt, they will continue to be debated. As to polls, 
I am aware of the poll to which the noble Lord referred. There are other polls and 
views differ, as he is well aware. 

Lord Mackay of Clashfern: My Lords, does the Minister remember that, in the evidence 
which was given to the Select Committee that looked into this for the House years ago, 
one of the witnesses said that the last thing he would like to be is in a place where public 
opinion determined the law? 

Lord Faulks: It is a matter for Parliament. No doubt the expertise in this House 
and the House of Commons can be brought to bear on these issues. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-14/debates/16071437000285/RightToDie  
 

A summary of the Supreme Court judgement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2013-0235-press-summary.pdf 
 

The full judgement can be read at 
https://www.supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0235_Judgment.pdf  
 

 
Hate Crime 

Baroness Boothroyd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they propose to 
take to deal with the recent increase in hate crimes and community tensions reported by 
the National Police Chiefs Council. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, we have one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. We are also 
working across government and with the police, the Crown Prosecution Service 
and, importantly, community partners to provide reassurance and to send out a 
very clear message to anyone: hate crime will not be tolerated and that we will 
take action against those who promote hatred. 

Baroness Boothroyd: My Lords, this year is the 50th anniversary of the Race Relations 
Act and the Government are still talking about action plans to tackle what that Act failed 
to do then, and what we are still failing to do now. Will the Government’s proposed action 
plan curtail the widespread use of the internet to spread racial abuse and discord? Is the 
Minister aware that the current training for police officers has been judged to bear little 
resemblance to working on the front line? May I pass to the Minister evidence I have of a 
race-hate statement on the internet, coming from a named person in a named town in 
Lancashire? When my informant passed all the information to the Lancashire 
Constabulary, it said it could not deal with it until it had been reported to the Metropolitan 
Police. Presumably, the Met would then pass it back to Lancashire. Will the Government 
stamp out this bureaucratic and buck-passing behaviour by the police, when the crisis 
calls for resolute action? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: On the final point, if the noble Baroness shares that 
evidence with me, we will of course follow it up. As I have already indicated, the 
hate crime action plan is imminent; it has cross-government approval and will be 
looking to tackle some of the very issues the noble Baroness has highlighted. I 
would also highlight a few of the steps the Government have already taken. From 
this Dispatch  Box I have previously  spoken  about both  race  and  religious  hate  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-14/debates/16071437000285/RightToDie
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2013-0235-press-summary.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0235_Judgment.pdf
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crime, which we have seen increase over recent years. From 1 April this year, for 
example, every police force across the country is now required to record race and 
religious hate crime for what it is, by category. The important thing, which I know 
as someone who has been subjected to this crime both on the internet and 
elsewhere, is that we communicate. We need to have the confidence of 
communities, so that they know they can report hate crime. As the noble 
Baroness has highlighted, the most important area is follow-up action. 

Lord Watts: My Lords, why does the Minister believe there has been a recent increase in 
these crimes? Is it anything to do with the recent referendum, or is it for some other 
reason? What will the Government do now to address the problems that have been 
created over the last few months? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The noble Lord raises an important point. We have 
seen even in recent history that, regrettably, there were some who used the 
referendum result to invoke and incite hatred against different communities. I 
myself visited the Polish centre in west London. Thankfully, these remain sporadic 
attacks. We have also seen a rise in attacks on particular communities; particular 
BME communities have been targeted. Recently I met religious faith leaders as 
well. We talked about reassurance and the importance of reporting religious hate 
crime, race hate crime or any kind of hate crime, and then following it up 
practically. This is an evolving area. It is unfortunate that there are many in society 
who suffer this from the few who seek to make an issue of race, religion or any 
other issue. We need to stamp it out and send a clear message in that respect. 

Lord Ouseley: My Lords, it is easy enough to focus on the statistics that clearly show 
that race and other hate crimes have been on the increase over the past few years. What 
we are not focusing on is the increase in prejudice and the way we have been feeding it 
in recent years and even before that. If you analyse all the national newspaper coverage 
of political statements that are made almost every day, you will see what we have been 
feeding young people daily: a diet of xenophobic and anti-immigrant sentiments, which 
has created not only the responses we see on social media but what is happening on our 
streets. What are we doing to educate current and future generations so that we can 
create cohesive and peaceful communities? What encouragement will be given to 
politicians and leading influential figures in our society to stop using their cleverness to 
conceal the xenophobic and other nasty messages that are part of what they are saying? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The noble Lord speaks from experience and I 
appreciate his expertise in this area. We have talked of education before, and it is 
important that that forms a central, core part of what we teach in our schools and 
colleges. At the same time, we need to recognise that co-operation between 
communities needs to be heightened. Finally—this applies not just to this 
subject—we still have to exert positive optimism about our country. We remain 
one of the most successful, multicultural, multifaith societies, in which people are 
proud of their identity, regardless of cultural, community or religious background. 
We must all stand up—politicians, the press, and anyone involved with this—to 
ensure that wherever we find xenophobic hate, we stamp it out.  

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, I concur absolutely with the noble Lord’s final 
statement; nevertheless, we have seen a 500% increase in reported hate and race 
crime, and many more incidents are not reported. What is being done, for example, in 
schools where people from Eastern European, Muslim and Jewish backgrounds are 
being targeted? What support is being given to schools to make sure that this is reported 
and dealt with, so that schools get the support they need to tackle this terrible iniquity in 
our society? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The noble Baroness is right to raise the issue of 
reported hate crime, and we have all seen such incidents reported since the EU 
referendum. Thankfully, over the last week or two there has been a slight 
decrease compared to the initial response, but even so, she raises an important 
point.  We  are  working  with  schools  in  partnership,  and  most  recently we are  
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exploring ways in which the police can base themselves in community centres to 
build reassurance that such crimes should be reported. The police are working 
hand in hand with schools and local communities to ensure that all hate crime is 
reported. 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: My Lords, much of what has happened in 
schools is of course not hate crime, because the children involved are under the age of 
criminal responsibility. A number of anecdotes have been relayed to me, largely from 
members of my family who are teachers, about increases in racial abuse among very 
young schoolchildren. Are the Government keeping a record so that we know statistically 
whether there has been an increase in racial abuse among children who are still of junior 
school age? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I will need to follow up that specific point with 
colleagues in the Department for Education, but I agree with the noble Baroness. I 
have three children of my own, and I know of the kinds of comments that are 
sometimes made. Children are far too innocent to know that comments are being 
made which may not be race hate crime—she is quite right on that—but which 
have undertones of racism or religious prejudice. On training and education, it is 
important that we consider not just the children, but that teachers are also well-
equipped to deal with such issues in schools. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-14/debates/16071437000286/HateCrime 
 
 

UK Parliament Home Affairs Committee Anti-Semitism inquiry 

Oral evidence from Ephraim Mirvis, Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth; Sir Mick Davis, Chairman, Jewish 
Leadership Council, and Mark Gardner, Director of Communications, Community 
Security Trust; and John Mann MP, Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group against 
Antisemitism 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/hom
e-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/35121.pdf  
 
 

Downing Street 

Ministerial appointments 

Secretary of State for Scotland: David Mundell 

Secretary of state for Wales: Alun Cairns 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland: James Brokenshire 

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government: Sajid Javid 

Secretary of State for International Development: Priti Patel 

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions: Damian Green 

Secretary of State for the Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs: Andrea Leadsom 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy: Greg Clark 

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport: Karen Bradley 

Secretary of State for Transport: Chris Grayling 

Attorney General: Jeremy Wright 

Minister for Cabinet Office: Ben Gummer 

Chief Secretary to the Treasury: David Gauke 

Leader of the House of Commons: David Lidington 

 
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-07-14/debates/16071437000286/HateCrime
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/35121.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/35121.pdf
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Welsh Assembly 

Assembly Commission strategy 2016–2021 
http://www.assembly.wales/SiteCollectionDocuments/Commission%20strategy-English.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Hate Crime Delivery Plan published 
The plan sets out how the Welsh Government will continue to deliver work with the 
police, local authorities and third sector organisations to tackle hate crime encourage 
victims to report incidences and to support them.  
Actions include increasing awareness of hate crime through initiatives such as Holocaust 
Memorial Day, Hate Crime Awareness Week and Anti-Bullying Week, working with 
children and young people in schools, working with community groups to educate them 
about the issues, increasing training and awareness across the public sector to identify 
and tackle hate crime and  funding for Victim Support Cymru to run the National Hate 
Crime Report and Support Centre.  
… the Cabinet Secretary said: … “Recent statistics suggest that while there has been a 
20% increase in the reporting of hate crimes, the number of crimes fell by 28% between 
2008 and 2015. This is a positive sign that victims are reporting incidences of hate crime 
and have confidence that they will be dealt with. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/people-and-communities/2016/hate-crime-delivery-
plan/?lang=en  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: Framework for Action Delivery Plan 2016-17 
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/160714-delivery-plan-2016-17-en.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL939] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the reported closure of Palestinian 
media outlet Musawa for a second time in a year. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any representations to the 
Israeli authorities on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL939/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL1056] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of reports of the use of torture by Israeli Security Forces and Israeli authorities in 
the West Bank and Gaza; and whether they plan to prosecute alleged torturers who 
reach the UK. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not made any assessment on this 
issue, the UK is firmly committed to the promotion and protection of human rights 
in Israel and in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as well as compliance with 
international  humanitarian  law.  We  regularly  discuss  implementation  of  those  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/SiteCollectionDocuments/Commission%20strategy-English.pdf
http://gov.wales/newsroom/people-and-communities/2016/hate-crime-delivery-plan/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/people-and-communities/2016/hate-crime-delivery-plan/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/160714-delivery-plan-2016-17-en.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL939/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL939/
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obligations with the Israeli authorities. We have confirmed with the Israeli 
authorities that Israel is in the process of incorporating the crime of torture into 
national legislation. The appropriate authorities in the UK for the investigation and 
prosecution of crimes are the Police and the Crown Prosecution Service, which 
function independently of Government in these matters. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-07/HL1056/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-07/HL1056/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/
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The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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