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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Racial Harassment 
Vernon Coaker [42266] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
guidance the Government has issued to local police forces in response to the recent 
increase in reported racist incidents. 

Karen Bradley: We have been working with the police at national level to monitor 
the increase in reported hate crime over the past few weeks and to ensure that 
local forces have the necessary guidance and assistance to respond. Operational 
guidance on hate crime was issued by the College of Policing to all forces in 
2014. 
Police forces are responding robustly to recent incidents, and victims can be 
reassured that their concerns about hate crime will be taken seriously by the 
police and courts. Any decisions regarding resourcing of front-line policing are a 
matter for chief constables in conjunction with their police and crime 
commissioner. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-08/42266/  
 

Academies 
Stephen Timms [42239] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what role a 
maintained school issued with an Academy Order to convert to academy status has in 
selecting its multi-academy trust or sponsor. 

Edward Timpson: Where a maintained school is eligible for intervention, there is 
no requirement to consult on the sponsor selection except in the case of a 
foundation or voluntary school with a foundation. In these circumstances the 
Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) is required to consult the trustees and the 
people who appoint the foundation governors and, in the case of a school which 
has a religious character, the appropriate religious body about the identity of the 
sponsor. 
The proposed sponsor of the new academy is under a duty to communicate their 
plans to improve schools to parents. 
Further information about RSC powers of intervention over maintained schools 
and their decision-making are set out in the Schools Causing Concern guidance 
and the RSC decision-making framework, which can be found on GOV.UK at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/510
080/schools-causing-concern-guidance.pdf;  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-08/42266/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-08/42266/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/510080/schools-causing-concern-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/510080/schools-causing-concern-guidance.pdf
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and https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
517565/RSC-Decision-Making-Framework.pdf 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-07/42239/  
 
 

Home Affairs Committee Anti-Semitism Inquiry 

New written evidence published: 

Jewish Leadership Council 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/35045.pdf  
 
John Mann MP, Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group against Antisemitism 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/35044.pdf  

 
 

Downing Street 

Ministerial appointments 

Chancellor of the Exchequer: Philip Hammond 

Foreign Secretary: Boris Johnson 

Home Secretary: Amber Rudd 

Secretary of State for Defence: Michael Fallon 

Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union: David Davis 

Secretary of State for International Trade: Liam Fox 

Secretary of State for Education: Justine Greening 

Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice: Liz Truss 

Chief Whip: Gavin Williamson 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster: Patrick McLoughlin 

Leader of the House of Lords: Baroness Natalie Evans 

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL935] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the reduction of the permitted fishing 
zone off the coast of the Gaza Strip from nine to six nautical miles. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. We previously welcomed the easing of fishing restrictions, and 
continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to implement further measures to 
improve the situation on the ground in Gaza. The UK would like to see a 
permanent increase in the size of the fishing zone off the coast of Gaza, in line 
with the limit of twenty nautical miles stipulated in the Oslo accords. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL935/  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/517565/RSC-Decision-Making-Framework.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/517565/RSC-Decision-Making-Framework.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-07/42239/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-07/42239/
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/35045.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/35045.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/35044.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/35044.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL935/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL935/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL936] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to 
take regarding the reported use of sponge-tipped bullets against Palestinians by Israeli 
forces. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our officials in Tel Aviv have not raised this 
specific issue of the use of sponge-tipped bullets with the Israeli authorities. We 
do, however, raise our concerns with them about the manner in which the Israel 
Defence Forces police non-violent protests, including the use of lethal and non-
lethal ammunition. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL936/  
 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL937] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following reports of the use of rubber bullets and 
gas canisters, and the confiscation of vehicles, by the Israeli Defence Forces during a 
raid on Bil'in village on 16 June. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any representations to the 
Israeli authorities on this issue. However, our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises 
concern over the excessive use of force with the Israeli authorities including the 
use of non-lethal ammunition during non-violent protests. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL937/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL938] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the weekly non-violent protests against illegal Israeli settlements by the 
village of Bil'in, and whether they plan to hold discussions with that village's Popular 
Struggle Committee. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not made any assessment of the 
non-violent protests by the village of Bil’in, officials from our Consulate General in 
Jerusalem met Abdullah Abu Rahmah (coordinator of Bil’in Popular Struggle 
Committee) in his capacity as Deputy Head of the Palestinian Authority 
Commission against the Wall and Settlements in 20 August 2015. The Consulate 
General worked with the Commission on a joint olive harvest campaign, and are 
looking to provide similar support to Palestinian communities in the future. 
Abu Rahmeh has been arrested by the Israel Defence Forces multiple times for 
taking part in non violent resistance and has been designated a human rights 
defender by the EU. UK officials attended his court hearing on 8 February 2015, 
with representatives from other EU Missions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL938/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL940] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the reported continuing restrictions on a 
Palestinian farmer in accessing his land at Mantiqat Shib al Butum. 

Baroness anelay of St Johns: We have not made any representations to the 
Israeli authorities on this specific issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL940/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Lord Warner [HL960] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take 
in   response   to   the   government   of   Israel's  recent   announcements   of   additional  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL936/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL936/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL937/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL937/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL940/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL940/
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settlements on the West Bank and what representations they have made to that 
government about the impact of those announcements on the viability of a two-state 
solution. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 5 July, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for 
Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), issued a Statement expressing deep concern 
about the announcement of new settlements units in the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. 
Whilst officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have not yet raised this issue with 
the Israeli authorities, Mr Ellwood said in his statement "Settlements are illegal 
under international law. As noted in the report issued by the Middle East Quartet 
on 1 July, steps like this also make a two state solution more difficult to achieve." 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL960/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlements-in-the-west-bank  
 
 

TUC 

TUC solidarity: Palestine & Israel – General Council delegation report 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/2016%20delegation.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL960/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL960/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlements-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlements-in-the-west-bank
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/2016%20delegation.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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