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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Radicalism 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL824] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have 
a strategy to combat the use of social media as a tool for radicalisation and the 
promotion of terrorism. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Prevent Strategy sets out the Government's 
approach to combatting the use of social media as a tool for radicalisation and the 
promotion of terrorism, focussing on restricting access to terrorist and extremist 
content online; supporting those who are challenging them online and helping 
people resist poisonous ideologies. 
Through the Home Office's Research, Information and Communications Unit 
(RICU) the Government works with a range of civil society groups to counter 
extremist ideologies online by providing advice and support to deliver their own 
online campaigns. 26 RICU supported national campaigns have generated over 
29.8 million online engagements since January 2014. 
The police Counter Terrorism Internet Referral Unit (CTIRU) refers content that 
they assess as contravening UK terrorism legislation or company terms and 
conditions to Communication Service Providers (CSPs) for removal. Since 
February 2010, CTIRU has secured the removal of more than 190,000 pieces of 
online terrorist-related content. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL824/  
 

Racial Hatred 
Lord Pendry [HL970] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of report by the 
National Police Chiefs' Council suggesting a 57 per cent increase in hate crimes in the 
UK since the referendum on UK membership of the EU, what steps they intend to take to 
tackle intolerance and racially motivated crime. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned by the increase in reported hate 
crime in recent days. We are working alongside communities and police to and 
monitor the situation and encourage people who may be subject to racist or 
religious abuse of any kind to report it to the police. 
This Government is committed to tackling hate crime. The UK has one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. We are working  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL824/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL824/
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across Government with police, (including National Community Tensions Team), 
the Crown Prosecution Service and community partners to send out a clear 
message that hate crime will not be tolerated and we will vigorously pursue and 
prosecute those who commit these crimes. 
We will shortly be publishing a new Hate Crime Action Plan, covering all forms of 
hate crime, including xenophobic attacks. The plan has been developed in 
partnership with communities and departments across Government. 
We want to ensure victims of hate crime are supported and in December 2013, we 
brought into force a new Code of Practice for Victims of Crime which includes an 
enhanced level of service for victims of the most serious crime, including victims 
of hate crime. 
We will continue to work across Government, the criminal justice system and with 
community partners to provide support for victims and put a stop to hate crime in 
all its forms. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL970/  
 
 

Crown Prosecution Service 

More hate crimes prosecuted by the Crown Prosecution Service than ever before 
… In the past year, the CPS has prosecuted 15,442 hate crimes - a 4.8 per cent rise on 
the previous year (2014/15), which also saw a 4.7 per cent increase from the year before 
that (2013/14). … 
… there has been the highest proportion of sentence uplifts in racially and religiously 
aggravated crime cases, which comprise 84 per cent of all hate crime prosecutions.  
Alison Saunders, Director of Public Prosecutions said, "My message is that a hate crime 
is exactly that - a crime - and will not be ignored. Hate crime creates fear and has a 
devastating impact on individuals and communities. Nobody should have to go about 
their day to day life in fear of being attacked. …  
"More than four in five prosecuted hate crimes result in a conviction, which is good news 
for victims. Over 73 per cent are guilty pleas - this means that more defendants are 
pleading guilty due to the strength of the evidence and prosecution case, so victims do 
not have to go through the process of a trial. …  
The CPS today also announced a commitment to consult publically in relation to revised 
policy statements on all strands of hate crime (racially and religiously motivated, 
homophobic and transphobic, and disability hate crime) which will reflect the CPS's 
approach to the prosecution of these crimes. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/more_hate_crimes_prosecuted_by_the_crown_
prosecution_service_than_ever_before/ 
 
Hate Crime Report 2014/2015 and 2015/2016 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/cps_hate_crime_report_2016.pdf 
 
Infographic: Recognising hate crime 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/hate_crime_infographic.pdf  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Inquiry Report: Chevras Machzikei Mesifta 
… The trustees were in default of their legal obligations to file accounting information with 
the  commission.  Over  the last 5  consecutive  financial  years,  from 2010  to  2014, the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL970/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-04/HL970/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/more_hate_crimes_prosecuted_by_the_crown_prosecution_service_than_ever_before/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/more_hate_crimes_prosecuted_by_the_crown_prosecution_service_than_ever_before/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/cps_hate_crime_report_2016.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/hate_crime_infographic.pdf
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trustees persistently  failed  to  file  the  charity’s  annual  accounts,  reports  and  annual  
returns by the due date. This is regarded by the commission as mismanagement and 
misconduct.  
As a result of the inquiry, the commission ensured that the charity complied with its legal 
obligations to submit annual accounting information, and as a result over £1,738,227 of 
charitable income is now transparently accounted for on the register of charities. The 
commission also ensured that the trustees took steps to put in place revised procedures 
to ensure that they complied with their legal duties to submit information to the 
commission within the statutory deadlines. 
To read the full report see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/537371/ch
evras_machzikei_mesifta.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Cultural Heritage: Armed Conflict 
The Earl of Clancarty [HL1052] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the 
remarks by Baroness Neville-Rolfe on 28 June (HL Deb, col 1490) that the military and 
police need to have adequate resources, how many police staff in the UK are exclusively 
dedicated to the recovery of stolen art and antiques; whether there are plans to increase 
that number; and what sources of funding are available for those posts. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Home Office does not hold information on the 
police workforce engaged in the recovery of stolen art and antiquities. Ultimately 
decisions on the size, composition and deployment of a police force’s workforce 
are operational matters for individual chief constables, working with their 
democratically elected Police and Crime Commissioners. Specific funding is not 
provided centrally for this area of operations, and it is for the individual forces 
concerned to decide how best to allocate their available resources according to 
local and national priorities. 
The 2016-17 funding settlement for the police ensures that the police have 
adequate funding to do their work. In 2016/17, direct resource funding to Police 
and Crime Commissioners (PCCs), including council tax precept, has been 
protected to at least flat cash levels. This means that no PCC who chose to 
maximise precept is facing a reduction in cash funding in 2016/17 compared to 
2015/16 and the majority are seeing marginal cash increases in their spending 
power. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-07/HL1052/  
 

The remarks referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-06-
28/debates/16062859000380/CulturalProperty(ArmedConflicts)Bill(HL)#contribution-
16062860000003  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Middle East Peace Talks 
Andy Slaughter: 8. What steps the Government are taking to support the French 
initiative to start peace talks between Israel and Palestine. [R][905815] 
Margaret Ritchie: 12. What steps the Government are taking to support the French 
initiative to start peace talks between Israel and Palestine.[905819] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): As I mentioned earlier, I attended the French 
ministerial conference on the middle east peace process in Paris on 3 June. We 
are in close contact with the French Government and will consider how the UK 
might contribute as their plans develop. 

Andy Slaughter: It is a pity that the Foreign Secretary could not attend that conference. 
Will he be attending or advising his successor to attend the main conference later this 
year, and will he join France and other European countries in recognising Palestine if 
Israel refuses to co-operate with the French initiative and continues building settlements? 

Mr Ellwood: To make it clear, the summit was moved at short notice to 
accommodate the Secretary of State for the United States. My right hon. Friend 
the Foreign Secretary was in Africa at the time, which was why I was able to 
attend. I hope the hon. Gentleman does not feel short-changed by the fact that I 
was there instead of the Foreign Secretary. It was an important meeting, as it 
registered the need for the international community to play its part and we look 
forward to moving ahead with the process. Discussions will take place in the next 
few months to bring the parties together. 

Ms Ritchie: In the light of recent moves by the Egyptian Foreign Minister, does the 
Minister believe that the chances for successful peace talks are improving? What efforts 
will the Government make to ensure that both Israel and Palestine are sufficiently 
incentivised to come to the table to talks? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Lady is right to say that both parties need to be sufficiently 
incentivised. The worry that I have had when visiting both the Palestinian areas 
and Israel is that the leaders on both sides are not necessarily speaking for the 
people, who generally want something different. My concern is that unless we see 
the affirmative steps taking place to reverse the trends that we have been seeing, 
we will drift towards an entrenched position of a one-state reality, with perpetual 
occupation and conflict. 

Stephen Timms: 23. Will the Minister assure us that the Foreign Secretary or his 
successor will attend the peace conference that the French are planning later this 
year? [905830] 

Mr Ellwood: On the day before a reshuffle is to take place, let me say that I will 
heed the right hon. Gentleman’s comments and we will do our best. The 
implication seems to be that the Foreign Secretary is somehow not engaged in 
these matters. We have those set conferences and summits, but an awful lot of 
bilaterals also take place, not least at the NATO summit in Warsaw, where my 
right hon. Friend had bilateral meetings with his relevant counterparts. These very 
important issues are raised there as well. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-
12/debates/16071240000018/MiddleEastPeaceTalks  
 

West Bank 
Richard Burden: 1. What assessment he has made of trends in the number of 
demolitions by Israel of Palestinian homes and other structures in the west bank in 
2016. [905808] 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-12/debates/16071240000018/MiddleEastPeaceTalks
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-12/debates/16071240000018/MiddleEastPeaceTalks
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The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): Before answering this question, may I take this 
opportunity to say that, two weeks ago, I had the difficult task of responding to the 
written Foreign Office question submitted by our former colleague, Jo Cox? Given 
her active role in foreign affairs, I completed this task because I believe it is what 
she would have wanted. Given the frequency and the passion with which she 
spoke and indeed influenced policy in this very forum at Foreign Office questions, 
I thought it appropriate to begin by paying tribute to her. … 
We are deeply concerned by the continued demolition of Palestinian property by 
Israeli authorities, and the worrying spike in the rate of demolitions this year. In all 
but the most exceptional circumstances, demolitions are contrary to international 
humanitarian law. We regularly raise our concerns about demolitions with the 
Israeli Government. We make it clear that such actions do not encourage the 
confidence-building measures needed for talks to recommence. 

Richard Burton: I associate myself with the Minister’s words about our former colleague 
and friend, Jo Cox. She was an exceptional Member of Parliament and an exceptional 
person as well. Perhaps the greatest tribute any of us can give to Jo is to continue her 
work to support human rights throughout the world. 
One of the things Jo was passionate about was justice for the Palestinians. According to 
the UN, Israel has demolished 649 Palestinian structures this year, and 1,000 people—
over 400 of them children—have been displaced. The situation is getting worse, not 
better. I know that the Minister condemns these things, but if Israel feels it can continue 
with a culture of impunity, why should it stop? What can the international community do 
to show Israel that it does not have impunity, and what specific actions would the UK 
Government support? 

Mr Ellwood: Thank you very much for those initial comments. We agree and we 
are hugely concerned about the rate of demolitions. We need to place additional 
pressure on Israel and, indeed, the Palestinians to come to the table. I am 
pleased that we held a summit in Paris to discuss the overarching challenges that 
we face and the role that the international community can play. The extent of the 
demolitions was highlighted in the Quartet report, produced by Russia, the US, 
the EU and the UN, which underlines the very concerns that the hon. Gentleman 
has outlined. 

Eric Pickles: I, too, would like to associate myself with the Minister’s moving words 
about our late colleague, Jo Cox. As for the general point, my hon. Friend is quite right 
when he says that this will not help in moving towards a position in which people come 
together to talk. There is, however, the other side of the coin, with 36 Israelis, along with 
four foreign nationals, murdered this year. Instead of condemning the murders, the 
Palestinian Authority glorified them. Surely, when just this weekend the Israeli Prime 
Minister said that he would meet without conditions, we should urge the Palestinian 
authorities to do precisely that and have direct talks. 

Mr Ellwood: My right hon. Friend raises a very important issue. We regularly raise 
and discuss these matters at Foreign Office questions. Now that we have had the 
Paris summit and seen a meeting between Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Shoukry, we can see this issue coming back on to the 
agenda. My concern—I raised it at the Paris summit—is that with all the other 
distractions and concerns in the middle east, we have lost sight of something that 
needs to be resolved. My right hon. Friend makes the important point that the 
actions of the Palestinians do not go unnoticed, and we require the leadership of 
President Abbas to make it clear that those actions must be condemned. 

Sarah Champion: As well as demolishing Palestinian homes on the West Bank, Israel 
continues to arrest and detain Palestinian children in Israel and the occupied Palestinian 
territories. G4S, which has provided services for Israeli military checkpoints and prisons, 
has been found by the UK national contact point for the OECD guidelines to be in breach 
of its fundamental human rights obligations.  Will the Minister join me in calling for G4S to  
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withdraw fully from its relevant contracts with the Israeli state agencies? 
Mr Ellwood: I will certainly look into the case that the hon. Lady raises. My right 
hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary is concerned about the treatment of Palestinian 
children detained in Israeli prisons and has raised it with the United States 
Secretary of State, John Kerry, and I raised it during my recent visit to Israel. We 
have done some work—and, indeed, have invested some funds—to ensure that 
the children are looked after in the best possible way. 

Philip Hollobone: The demolition of Arab houses, and of Jewish houses, was started by 
us, the British, between the wars, during the operation of the terms of the British mandate 
for Palestine. Today, the Israeli Government specifically cites British mandate law as a 
justification for the current demolitions. Has the Minister had conversations with his 
Israeli counterpart about the legitimacy of using that law today? 

Mr Ellwood: Given our legacy and the breadth of our influence over the last 
couple of hundred years, I think it wrong for any Government in the world to point 
to British policy and say that, historically, it is the cause. All laws can be updated, 
and both sides have a responsibility to come together and resolve this matter for 
the long term. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-
12/debates/16071240000011/WestBank  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign Secretary 
Hannah Bardell: … The Minister will recall the case of my constituent, Deborah 
Pearson, and her niece Julie Pearson who was killed in Israel last year. Her family are 
constituents of my hon. Friend the Member for Ochil and South Perthshire (Ms Ahmed-
Sheikh). We now have the autopsy report, but it is in Hebrew and it has been suggested 
that the FCO might assume the cost of translating it. Will the FCO support that? I am 
grateful for the Minister’s support so far, but the family are desperate and need more 
support. Will he consider further help? 

Mr Ellwood: This has been a difficult case for the family and for everybody 
involved. I have met a number of hon. Members who have been involved, and I 
also raised the issue with the Israeli authorities. It is not normal for the Foreign 
Office to provide translation facilities. Perhaps we could discuss the matter 
outside the Chamber and work to provide assistance to the family. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-
12/debates/16071240000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16071240000217  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Tom Brake [41637] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions the Government has had with the French government on Israel 
and Palestine since the conference organised by the French government. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign Secretary, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), discussed Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault on 7 June. 
During this meeting, they agreed to stay in close contact about the French 
government’s plans to follow up on their 3 June ministerial meeting. Foreign Office 
officials have since been in contact with their French counterparts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41637/  
 
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-12/debates/16071240000011/WestBank
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-12/debates/16071240000011/WestBank
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-12/debates/16071240000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16071240000217
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-07-12/debates/16071240000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16071240000217
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41637/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-04/41637/
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United Nations 

At Security Council, Ban urges Israel-Palestine talks to overcome ‘political 
paralysis’ 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged both sides in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict to immediately begin discussions on implementing the 
recommendations made in a recent report published by the diplomatic partners mediating 
the peace process as efforts continue to restore hope for a lasting political solution. 
“The parties will have to make the necessary compromises for peace. At the same time, 
the region and the wider international community must exercise its influence to 
encourage both sides,” the Secretary-General said this morning in remarks to the 
Security Council’s briefing on the situation in the Middle East. …  
… the [Quarttet] report’s 10 recommendations provide a practical approach to end the 
political stalemate, resume the transition to greater Palestinian Authority in the West 
Bank, and chart a course to negotiations to resolve all final status issues, the Secretary-
General said. …  
Turning to the leaders of Israel and Palestine, the Secretary-General stressed that their 
failures to advance peace has created a vacuum, with extremist voices filling that space. 
In addition, recent incidents reinforce the mounting risks, and those responsible for 
recent terror attacks must be held accountable …  
However, closures – such as those in Hebron – as well as punitive demolitions and 
blanket revocations of permits, penalize thousands of innocent Palestinians and amount 
to collective punishment …  
…  the Secretary-General said it is necessary to ask: “How can the systematic expansion 
of settlements […] the taking of land for exclusive Israeli use […] and the denial of 
Palestinian development be a response to violence?” …  
A long-term stability and sustainability for Gaza depends on the lifting of the “crippling” 
closures and a re-establishment of a single, legitimate Palestinian governing authority 
based on Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) principles. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54438#.V4ZGcpN96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

A company policy requiring an employee to remove her Islamic headscarf when in 
contact with clients constitutes unlawful direct discrimination 
Ms Asma Bougnaoui is a Muslim woman who was employed as a design engineer by 
Micropole SA, an IT consultancy company. She entered into a contract of employment on 
15 July 2008. Whilst in employment she wore, at times of her choice, an Islamic 
headscarf which covered her head but left her face exposed. 
As part of her duties, Ms Bougnaoui was required to meet Micropole’s clients on their 
premises. Following a complaint from one of those clients that Ms Bougnaoui’s headscarf 
had “embarrassed” its employees and requesting that “there should be no veil next time”, 
she was asked to confirm that she would comply with that request on her next visit. She 
refused to do so and was dismissed …  
The Advocate General … concludes that Ms Bougnaoui’s dismissal amounted to direct 
discrimination on the ground of religion or belief. …  
… there is nothing to suggest that Ms Bougnaoui was unable to perform her duties as a 
design   engineer  because  she  wore  an  Islamic headscarf.  Indeed,  Micropole’s  letter  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9879
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54438#.V4ZGcpN96nY
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terminating her employment had expressly referred to her professional competence. …  
The Advocate General observes that a company policy imposing an entirely neutral dress 
code is likely to result in indirect discrimination. Such a policy can be justified if it pursues 
a legitimate aim and is proportionate. … However, the Advocate-General remarks that it 
is difficult to see how, in the present case, Micropole’s prohibition could be regarded as 
proportionate. 
To read the full press release see 
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2016-07/cp160074en.pdf  
 
To read the full judgement see 
http://tinyurl.com/hntqsny  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence
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Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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