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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Religion: Education 
Nic Dakin [41836] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what the reasons are for 
the omission of any substantive reference to religious education in the Educational 
Excellence Everywhere white paper, published by her Department in March 2016; and 
how the level of provision of such education will be benchmarked in (a) local authority 
schools and (b) academies. 

Nigel Gibb: The white paper sets out the Government’s plans for the next five 
years, building on and extending our reforms to achieve educational excellence 
everywhere. The white paper is clear that we will ensure a knowledge-rich 
curriculum is complemented by the development of the character traits and 
fundamental British values that will help children succeed, and that includes 
encouraging mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 
and for those without faith. 
We believe in the importance of Religious Education (RE) to develop children’s 
knowledge of the values and traditions of Britain and other countries, and to foster 
understanding among different faiths and cultures. That is why RE remains 
compulsory at all Key Stages and why all schools have a duty to teach a broad 
and balanced curriculum. 
Local authorities are responsible for providing an agreed syllabus for their local 
area which must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in 
the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other 
principal religions represented in Great Britain. Maintained schools without a 
religious designation must follow the agreed syllabus. Voluntary controlled 
schools and foundation schools with a religious designation follow the locally 
agreed syllabus, unless parents request a denominational syllabus. 
Academies without a religious designation can either follow the locally agreed 
syllabus, or develop their own syllabus that meets the same requirements as a 
locally agreed syllabus. 
Voluntary aided schools and academies with a religious designation can teach RE 
in accordance with their trust deeds and/or the tenets of their faith. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-05/41836/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-05/41836/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-05/41836/
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Religion: Education 
Nic Dakin [41838] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how the Government 
ensures that schools are held accountable for their statutory responsibilities in respect of 
the provision of religious education. 

Nick Gibb: Religious education (RE) is compulsory in all state-funded schools, 
including academies and free schools. As part of Ofsted school inspections, 
inspectors consider whether schools are providing a broad and balanced 
curriculum, which meets pupils’ needs and statutory requirements. If it becomes 
evident during the course of an inspection that a school is not teaching RE, this 
should be reflected in the school’s inspection report. Faith schools are required to 
arrange a separate inspection of denominational religious education and collective 
worship, leading to published reports. 
Every school must have a complaint procedure. If an individual is concerned that a 
school is not teaching religious education, they should follow the schools’ 
complaint procedure in the first instance. If the complaint is not resolved, then the 
issue can be escalated to the Department’s School Complaints Unit for 
maintained schools, or the Education Funding Agency for academies, free 
schools, university technical colleges or studio schools. Information about 
complaint procedures for schools can be found at www.gov.uk/complain-about-
school  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-05/41838/  
 
 

UK Parliament Home Affairs Committee Anti-Semitism Inquiry 

New written evidence published: 
Britain Israel Communications and Research Centre (BICOM) 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34950.pdf   

 
 

Ofsted 

Further education and skills providers falling short in protecting learners from risk 
of extremism 
… Her Majesty’s Inspectors reported that too many providers see the Prevent duty as 
little more than a ‘tick-box exercise’ and do not regard it as an important part of their 
responsibilities towards learners. In some instances, inspectors saw no effort by 
providers to implement the requirements of the duty, leaving learners at risk.  
Nearly half of providers lacked sufficient safeguards to keep learners safe online, with 
learners in some cases bypassing security settings to access websites selling firearms or 
promoting terrorist ideology. …  
Inspectors also found evidence that some providers were failing to undertake adequate 
background checks on external speakers coming onto campuses to speak to learners. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-education-and-skills-providers-falling-short-
in-protecting-learners-from-risk-of-extremism 
 
How well are further education and skills providers implementing the ‘Prevent’ duty?  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/536739/How_
well_are_further_education_and_skills_providers_implementing_the__Prevent__duty.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Tonge [HL796] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have made 
for bilateral and multilateral aid to the Palestinian Authority after the UK has left the EU. 

Baroness Verma: The Prime Minister has been clear that the negotiation for 
Britain's future relationship with Europe will need to begin under a new Prime 
Minister, and we have now got to look at all the detailed arrangements. In the 
meantime, Departments continue working to deliver the Government agenda. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL796/  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the passage of the new NGO law in the Israeli 
Knesset 
Last night the Israeli Knesset passed legislation specifically targeted at non-profit 
organisations which receive more than 50% of their funding from foreign governments. 
The reporting requirements imposed by the new law go beyond the legitimate need for 
transparency and seem aimed at constraining the activities of these civil society 
organisations working in Israel. 
Israel enjoys a vibrant democracy, freedom of speech and a diverse civil society which 
are an integral part of the values which Israel and the EU both hold dear. This new 
legislation risks undermining these values. We call upon Israel to continue to promote its 
active NGO sector and to refrain from actions which may complicate the space in which 
civil society organisations operate and which may curtail freedom of expression and 
association. 
 http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160712_01_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission calls for a full-scale review of Britain’s hate crime strategy 
A full-scale review of Britain’s hate crime laws and strategies is needed as part of a new 
national drive to defeat the dramatic rise in race hate crime in recent weeks …  
In a major report to the UN on racial discrimination, the Commission makes a series of 
recommendations to the UK government to tackle hate crime and lead a national effort to 
defeat those who seek to legitimise and spread hate. 
Since the EU referendum, police have reported a 57% increase in online hate crime 
reports in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. In London alone new figures from the 
Metropolitan Police Service show 599 incidents of race hate crime were reported to 
Scotland Yard between 24 June - the day the result was announced - and 2 July 2016. 
Police Scotland has not recorded a corresponding rise in hate crimes in Scotland, though 
it acknowledges that often these incidents of hate crime go unreported. …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/commission-calls-full-scale-
review-britain%E2%80%99s-hate-crime-strategy  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-27/HL796/
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Race rights in the UK: Equality and Human Rights Commission Submission to the 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in advance of the public 
examination of the UK’s implementation of ICERD 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/file/18491/download?token=wx5SODKn  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-07-11/debates/1607117000001/WalesBill  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-
2017/0005/amend/wales_day_cwh_0708.1-7.html  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0049/17049.pdf  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
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Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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