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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Home Affairs Committee Anti-Semitism inquiry 

Jeremy Corbyn questioned for anti-Semitism inquiry 
Rt Hon Keith Vaz MP, Chair of the Committee, said: "We have seen a deeply troubling 
upsurge in anti-Semitic incidents and speech across Britain and Europe in recent times, 
including within our political discourse.  
It is one of our fundamental British values to stand together and speak out against 
intolerance and extremism in any and every form, and we particularly expect this from 
our political parties.  
We are grateful to Jeremy Corbyn for coming to give evidence on his and the Labour 
Party’s position following the publication of the independent report on anti-Semitism in 
the Party on Thursday. He is the second Westminster Party leader to do so." 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160701-antisemitism-ev/  
 

The transcript of the evidence session is not yet available online. 
 
New written evidence received 

Ken Livingstone (supplementary evidence) 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34643.pdf  
 
Free Speech on Israel 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34605.pdf  
 
Dr Ilan Zvi Baron, Dr Yulia Egoroa and Dr Keith Kahn-Harris 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34234.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
David Mackintosh [41431] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assistance her Department has provided to Palestine in the last two years; and 
what assessment she has made of the results of such assistance. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID provided almost £157 million to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) between 2014/15 and 2015/16 to help build 
Palestinian institutions, deliver basic services and promote economic 
development. DFID has either met or exceeded the majority of its targets for 
programmes in the OPTs. 
DFID supported over 390 companies to improve their operations and increase 
competitiveness. In each of the two years, through UNRWA support, over 26,000 
families received social transfers (either food or cash) and almost 45,000 children 
were provided basic education. Furthermore, over 1.6 million medical 
consultations were provided over the two years. 
In addition to this support, the UK provided more than £17m in immediate 
humanitarian assistance for those affected by the Gaza conflict in the summer of 
2014. Non-food Item (NFI) packages were provided for 23,400 families covering 
their needs for three months. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-28/41431/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East statement on settlements in the West Bank 
Foreign Office Minister, Tobias Ellwood, said: I am deeply concerned by the 
announcement of new settlement units in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 
Settlements are illegal under international law. As noted in the report issued by the 
Middle East Quartet on 1 July, steps like this also make a two state solution more difficult 
to achieve. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlements-in-the-west-bank  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on Israel's announcement of new settlement units 
in East Jerusalem and the West Bank 
Israel's decision on Sunday to advance several hundred new settlement units in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank threatens the viability of the two-state solution and calls 
into question Israel's commitment to a negotiated agreement with the Palestinians.  
Despite repeated calls by the international community Israel is continuing its settlement 
policy, which is illegal under international law. The EU urges Israel to stop this policy and 
to reverse its recent decision. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160705_02_en.htm  
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United Nations 

With two-state solution 'slipping away,' UN denounces Israel's settlement, 
demolition activities 
… UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has denounced Israel's decisions to move 
forward with new constructions in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, urging Israel to 
halt and reverse such decisions in the interest of peace and a just final status agreement. 
“The Secretary-General strongly criticizes the decision by Israeli authorities to advance 
plans to build some 560 housing units in the West Bank settlement of Maale Adumim, as 
well as the advancement of plans to build 240 housing units in a number of settlements 
in occupied East Jerusalem,” Mr. Ban's spokesperson said in a statement. 
“This raises legitimate questions about Israel's long-term intentions, which are 
compounded by continuing statements of some Israeli ministers calling for the 
annexation of the West Bank,” … 
Also today, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
confirmed that the Israeli authorities demolished two homes in Qalandia Refugee Camp 
in the occupied West Bank in the middle of last night. 
“Punitive home demolitions are a form of collective punishment which are illegal under 
international law,” said UNRWA Spokesperson Chris Gunness. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54398#.V3vCKJN96nZ  
 
Two-State Solution Slipping Away! Do Not Miss the Opportunity to Reverse the 
Negative Trends: Op Ed by Nickolay Mladenov, United Nations Special Coordinator 
for the Middle East Peace Process 
Palestinian frustration after half a century of occupation, dozens of failed peace efforts 
cannot be wished away; it cannot be vanquished by aggressive security measures, 
continued illegal settlement activities in the occupied West Bank, arrests or punitive 
home demolitions. Neither is it helped when Israeli ministers openly reject the very notion 
of a Palestinian state, call for the complete annexation of the West Bank or rush to 
approve more settlement construction. 
But neither will the violence and terror we are witnessing again help bring about a 
Palestinian state. A peaceful future for both peoples cannot emerge on the back of 
statements that glorify terror and justify killing; mutual respect cannot come as a result of 
stabbings, shootings and car-rammings.  
Most Palestinians have lived with the humiliation of occupation all their lives. … The 
shooting of 15 year old Mahmoud Raafat Badran, on his way home from a swimming 
pool is the latest testament to this sad predicament. No army should kill children by 
mistake.  
Equally so, Israelis know that continuing terrorist attacks, the incitement which 
encourages such acts, and the ongoing militant activity in Gaza are major obstacles not 
just to peace, but to rebuilding trust. The recent murder of Hallel Yaffa Ariel provided 
further testimony to that. Heroes do not kill sleeping children. Most Israelis have lived 
with such fears all their lives. …  
This conflict is so complex and so long-standing, that any expectation of a quick fix that 
resolves all final status issues is at best naïve, and at worst a cynical strategy to avoid 
the painstaking work needed to rebuild trust and create conditions for a realistic, serious 
and ultimately successful negotiations that will end the occupation that began in 1967 
and realize a two state solution. …  
To read the full essay see 
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2016/OpEd%20by%20SC%20Nickolay
%20Mladenov%20-%203%20July%202016.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Sharia Councils (closing date 20 July 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/160623-new-inquiry-sharia-councils/  
 
 

Draft Strategic Police Priorities for Scotland (closing date 16 August 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/police-division/strategic-police-
priorities/user_uploads/430839_consultation_p2--2-.pdf 
 
** Independent review into the application of sharia law (closing date 19 August) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sharia-law-review-issues-calls-for-evidence 
 
** Hate crime and its violent consequences (closing date 1 September 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/news-parliament-2015/160704-new-inquiry-hate-crime/  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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