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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Counter-terrorism 
Fiona Bruce [39747] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the Answer to Lord Ahmad of 7 April 2016 to Question HL7297, if her 
Department will make it its policy to use in all future documents and legislation a 
definition of extremism which includes the phrase mutual respect and tolerance of those 
with different faiths and beliefs, rather than the phrase mutual respect and tolerance of 
different faiths and beliefs. 

Karen Bradley: The Counter–Extremism Strategy set outs our approach to 
tackling extremist ideologies. We will challenge all those groups or individuals who 
vocally or actively oppose our fundamental values, who seek to promote, 
encourage and spread intolerance of individuals of different faith and beliefs. We 
are clear that this approach tackles all forms of extremism: violent and non violent, 
Islamist and neo-Nazi. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39747/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-22/HL7297/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Bob Blackman [40140] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to the Answers of 27 April 2016 to Questions 34797 and 34798, 
what assessment he has made of the implications for the UK's role in Israeli-Palestinian 
peace negotiations of UK funding being used by UN-funded non-governmental 
organisations to commemorate Palestinian terrorists. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39747/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39747/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-22/HL7297/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-22/HL7297/
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Tobias Ellwood: We have made no such assessment. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-09/40140/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL488] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the property ownership laws that 
require a Palestinian family that has inhabited a house in Jaffa continually since 1920 to 
pay the Israeli government 40 per cent of its present value to avoid eviction. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL488/  
 

Immigration: Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL490] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what criteria they use to 
decide the requirements for entry to the UK for (1) Israelis, and (2) Palestinians. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Non-EEA nationals seeking entry to the UK for any 
purpose must meet the requirements of the Immigration Rules. The Rules set out 
the criteria that applications for entry clearance, leave to enter and leave to 
remain must meet to qualify for entry or to remain. Applicants must produce either 
a valid passport or travel document that satisfactorily establishes their identity and 
nationality or citizenship. Nationals or citizens of Israel who hold a full Israeli 
passport, do not require a visa to come to the UK as a visitor or for any other 
purpose, for less than six months. Holders of Palestinian travel documents require 
a visa to come to the UK for any purpose in the Immigration Rules 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL490/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL492] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to 
take with regard to Israeli demolition notices on Palestinian water wells funded through 
the UN water development programme in the town of Beit Ummar. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are concerned at the increase in the 
demolition of structures funded partly or fully by international donors. Our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concerns on demolitions with the Israeli 
authorities, most recently on 7 June, and urged them to provide a legal route for 
Palestinians to obtain building permits. 
The UK position on demolitions is clear: demolitions cause unnecessary suffering 
to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; and are, in all but the 
most exceptional of cases, contrary to international humanitarian law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL492/  
 

Visas: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL493] To ask Her Majesty’s Government why the Home Office 
refused visas to two marathon runners from Palestine who were due to compete in the 
Derry Walled City marathon on 5 June. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: All applications are considered on their individual 
merits and in line with the Immigration Rules. In order to safeguard an individual’s 
personal  information  and  comply  with  the  Data  Protection Act 1998 the Home  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-09/40140/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-09/40140/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL488/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL488/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL490/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL490/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL492/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL492/
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Office is limited in what information it can provide when the request is made by 
someone who is not the applicant. The Home Office is therefore unable to provide 
the information requested. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL493/  
 
 

European Parliament 

Palestine refugees: "Another generation is facing the trauma of lost homes and 
family members" 
The situation continues to be dire for Palestinians: 95% of Palestine refugees in Syria are 
dependent on humanitarian aid and 65% of young Gazans are unemployed. Pierre 
Krähenbühl, head of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East. discussed their plight  … 
Syria was the one place in the region where Palestine refugees were welcomed. They 
had access to employment and were largely self-sufficient. Now 95% of Palestine 
refugees in Syria depend on UNRWA for everything: 60% are displaced and about 
120,000 have left the country. … 
Some areas [of Gaza] have been rebuilt, others not at all. But what is impossible to map 
out are the psychological scars: the result of 50 years of occupation and 10 years of 
blockade. In 2000 UNRWA was providing food assistance to 80,000 Gazans, that figure 
is now 900,000. … 
65% of young people in the Gaza Strip are unemployed and 90% of UNRWA 
schoolchildren have never left the area in their lives. … 
… despite all of their doubts and scepticism, Palestinians are not receptive to extremism 
in large numbers at this point and continue to hope that the international community will 
mobilise. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160613STO32024/Palestine-
refugees-Another-generation-faces-trauma-of-lost-homes  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

OSCE/ODIHR event at European Parliament highlights role of civil society 
coalitions in responding to anti-Semitism, discrimination and intolerance 
… Sixty-four participants from 18 OSCE participating States and Israel, a Mediterranean 
Partner for Co-operation discussed best practices and challenges in building sustainable 
civil society coalitions to improve governmental responses to anti-Semitism and other 
forms of discrimination and intolerance. 
"Civil society plays a crucial role in supporting governments in their efforts to prevent and 
respond to all forms of discrimination," said Cristina Finch, Head of ODIHR’s Tolerance 
and Non-Discrimination Department. "By working together in broad, inclusive and diverse 
coalitions, they can jointly develop policies, strategies and assistance that effectively 
address anti-Semitism, discrimination and intolerance, and thereby expand the scope 
and impact of their work." … 
The event was organized as part of ODIHR’s "Turning words into action to address anti-
Semitism" project, which aims at equipping government officials, parliamentarians and 
civil  society  actors  with  tools  to improve  the  security situation of Jewish communities,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL493/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-07/HL493/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160613STO32024/Palestine-refugees-Another-generation-faces-trauma-of-lost-homes
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160613STO32024/Palestine-refugees-Another-generation-faces-trauma-of-lost-homes
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counter anti-Semitism through education, and promote tolerance through inclusive civil 
society coalitions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/247271  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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