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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Boycott and Divestment Guidance 
Deidre Brock: 2. What representations he has received on his Department’s boycott and 
divestment guidance. [905409] 

The Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General (Matthew 
Hancock): We have received a wide range of representations about boycotts in 
public procurement. The Government’s position is very clear: public sector 
organisations should not use procurement to run their own independent foreign 
policies. 

Deidre Brock: Does the Minister agree that people who stand for election to local 
authorities and who then serve as councillors perform an important role in communities 
the length and breadth of these islands, and does he further agree that they should be 
trusted to make political judgments for themselves? Will the Government abandon the 
boycott and divestment guidance in favour of supporting local democracy? 

Matthew Hancock: Yes, I think councillors do an excellent job at what councils 
are meant to do, but councils are not meant to set foreign policy, and attempts at 
local foreign policies that are discriminatory are potentially illegal, and we make 
that clear at every opportunity. 

David Hanson: Was it wrong for my local authority to boycott South African goods in the 
1970s? 

Matthew Hancock: Where a national boycott is in place and where a national 
decision has been made, local authorities should of course follow that, but these 
decisions are rightly for the Foreign Office and not for local authorities; the country 
cannot be run by having hundreds of different foreign policies. 

Tommy Sheppard: I think that, not for the first time, the Government are looking at this 
through the wrong end of the telescope. Rather than try to prevent local authorities from 
taking ethical and environmental considerations into account when making decisions, 
surely the Government should, as the Scottish Government do, encourage local 
authorities to do so—or does the Minister really believe that council tax payers’ money 
should be used to prop up oppressive regimes and support unlawful activity throughout 
the world? 

Matthew Hancock: I find it surprising that the Scottish National party engages in 
and supports discrimination of this kind. We should trade with the world, except 
where a boycott or decision has been made at a national level. The idea that we 
should discriminate against companies with which we otherwise have a good 
trading relationship is wrong. 
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-
15/debates/16061533000017/BoycottAndDivestmentGuidance  
 

Topical Questions: Cabinet Office 
Cat Smith: Will the Minister confirm that, whether appropriate in the Government’s view 
or not, it is still lawful for public bodies to refuse to award contracts to companies for 
reasons other than nationality, such as human right records, compliance with 
international law or a connection with trades such as the arms trade or fossil fuels? 

Matthew Hancock: As I said earlier, the boycott of, and discrimination against, 
countries is potentially illegal. The guidance that we set out was designed to make 
it absolutely clear that these decisions on boycotts against countries need to be 
taken at a national level, and it is inappropriate for local authorities to try to set 
their own foreign policies. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-
15/debates/16061533000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16061533000081  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Communities and Local Government: Training 
Fiona Bruce [39675] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, if he will take steps to ensure that staff in his Department receive religious 
literacy training. 

Marcus Jones: Civil Service Learning, the main training portal for civil servants, 
has a broad range of diversity and inclusion learning, which is available to all civil 
servants. There is also a two day course covering both Abrahamic and Dharmic 
religions for officials who need a more in depth understanding to carry out their 
role. 
DCLG officials have had discussions with the Commission on Religion and Belief 
in Public Life (CORAB) about their call for greater religious literacy in every 
section of society. The Government is aware of the recent evidence sessions on 
religious literacy held by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Religious Education 
and will carefully consider the findings of the Group's report when it is published. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39675/  
 

Department for Education: Training 
Fiona Bruce [39676] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will take steps to 
ensure that staff in her Department receive religious literacy training. 

Nick Gibb: We currently have no plans to carry out religious literacy training in the 
Department. 
Civil Service Learning, the main training portal for Civil Servants, has a broad 
range of diversity and inclusion courses, which are available to all civil servants. 
There is also a two day course covering both Abrahamic and Dharmic religions for 
officials who need a more in depth understanding to carry out their role. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39676/  
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Training 
Fiona Bruce [39677] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will take steps to ensure that staff in his Department receive religious literacy 
training. 

David Lidington: Training to develop religious literacy is provided at the Foreign 
and Commonwealth  Office in  London and at a  number of  Embassies  and  High  
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Commissions overseas. In London, staff are offered a two day course covering 
Abrahamic and Dharmic religions. This is supplemented by a range of training 
activities on specific religions and religious topics. 
A religion and foreign policy element is being built into the syllabus offered to all 
staff through the Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Diplomatic Academy. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39677/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Young People: Churches 
Lord Mawhinney [HL565] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to 
require Ofsted inspectors to judge whether the work of mainstream Christian churches 
with young people, either directly or through approved Christian organisations which 
specialise in working with young people, in activities such as holiday Bible clubs, church 
weekends, and summer camps, is in accordance with a "British Values" test; and if so, 
when such plans would be introduced. 

Lord Nash: The Government is committed to safeguarding all children and 
protecting them from the risk of harm and extremism, including in out-of-school 
settings. 
The Prime Minister announced plans to introduce a new system of oversight for 
out-of-school education settings – such as supplementary schools and tuition 
centres – which teach children intensively, on 7 October 2015. These were 
confirmed in the Government’s Counter-Extremism Strategy which was published 
on 19 October. These plans to regulate out-of-school settings which teach 
children intensively were set out in the call for evidence which ran for 6 and a half 
weeks between 26 November and 11 January. 
We are not proposing to regulate settings teaching children for a short period 
every week, such as Sunday schools or the Scouts, or one-off residential 
activities, such as a week-long summer camp. We are looking specifically at 
settings providing intensive education outside school where children could be 
spending more than six hours a week. 
The call for evidence sought views on the appropriateness of seeking to prohibit 
teaching which undermines or is incompatible with fundamental British values. 
Now that the call for evidence has closed, we are considering carefully the 
responses received as we develop the proposals further. 
We will be publishing our response to the call for evidence and setting out the next 
steps on the proposals in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-08/HL565/  
 
 

Home Affairs Select Committee 

Inquiry: The rise of anti-Semitism inquiry 
Oral evidence from Jonathan Arkush, President, The Board of Deputies of British 
Jews., the Rt Hon Angus Robertson MP, Leader SNP Westminster Group, and 
Ken Livingstone 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocume
nt/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/34413.pdf  
 

Written evidence from the Holocaust Educational Trust 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocume
nt/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34407.html  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39677/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-06-07/39677/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-08/HL565/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-06-08/HL565/
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/34413.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/34413.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34407.html
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34407.html


 4 

 

Written evidence from Ken Livingstone 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocume
nt/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/34351.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Welsh Assembly debate 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3609&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#41
0885  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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