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Home Affairs 

House of Commons: Business of the House 

Alan Brown: The Leader of the House and the Prime Minister have rightly condemned 
anti-Semitism, yet under our constitutional set-up a Prime Minister of Jewish or Catholic 
faith would be expressly forbidden from undertaking some of their duties, and the 
monarch still has to be of Anglican faith and is expressly forbidden from being of Catholic 
faith. Is the Leader of the House going to bring forward any plans to change these 
arrangements, or is he happy with a set-up that is effectively anti-Semitic and sectarian? 

Chris Grayling: I hate to disappoint the hon. Gentleman, but disestablishment is 
not on the Government’s agenda at the moment; there is quite a lot to deal with, 
and that is not top of our list. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-
09/debates/16060924000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16060924000163  
 

 

Scottish Government 

Tackling hate crime 
New figures released today show a slight increase in incidents of hate crime reported to 
Scotland’s prosecution service in 2015-16, compared to the previous year. 
Within the figures, racial crime remains the most commonly reported hate crime with 
3,712 charges reported in 2015-16, a decrease on last year and the lowest number 
reported since 2003-04. 
581 charges with a religious aggravation were reported to the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) in 2015-16, a 3% increase on 2014-15. … 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice Michael Matheson said: “There is no place in Scotland for 
any crime motivated by prejudice, be it racial, religious, homophobic or any other form of 
intolerance. 
“While I am concerned at an increase in the number of charges on last year, including the 
rise in alleged offences against Islam, it does indicate an improvement in the willingness 
of the public to report these crimes, and that should be welcomed. 
“I want every victim of such crimes to be willing to come forward and work with the police 
to ensure the perpetrators can be pursued and punished appropriately.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-hate-crime-255c.aspx 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-09/debates/16060924000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16060924000163
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-09/debates/16060924000002/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-16060924000163
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-hate-crime-255c.aspx
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Religiously Aggravated Offending in Scotland 2015-16 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00501327.pdf 
 
Charges under the 'Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications  
(Scotland) Act 2012' in 2015-16 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00501336.pdf  

 
 

Crown Office  

Hate Crime in Scotland, 2015-16 
… Racial crime remains the most commonly reported hate crime. There were 3,712 
charges reported in 2015-16, 3 percent lower than in 2014-15, and the lowest number 
reported since 2003-04. … The number of religiously aggravated charges reported, at 
581, is 3 percent higher than in 2014-15. Including charges that are now reported under 
the Offensive Behaviour at Football legislation, all religious related charges are also 3 
percent higher than in 2014-15. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1329-hate-crime-in-scotland-
2015-16 
 
Hate Crime in Scotland 2015-16 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20i
n%20Scotland%202015-16.pdf 
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Israel 

United Nations 

Security Council Press Statement on Terrorist Attack in Tel Aviv 
The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist 
attack in Tel Aviv, Israel, on 8 June 2016, during which at least four civilians were killed 
and many more injured.  They expressed their deepest sympathy and condolences to the 
families of the victims and to the Government of Israel.  They wished a speedy recovery 
to those injured. 
The members of the Security Council reaffirmed that terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and 
security. 
The members of the Security Council underlined the need to bring perpetrators, 
organizers, financiers and sponsors of these reprehensible acts of terrorism to 
justice.  They stressed that those responsible for these killings should be held 
accountable, and urged all States, in accordance with their obligations under international 
law and relevant Security Council resolutions, to cooperate actively with all relevant 
authorities in this regard. 
The members of the Security Council reiterated that any acts of terrorism are criminal and 
unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, wherever, whenever and by whomsoever 
committed.  They reaffirmed the need for all States to combat by all means, in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and other obligations under 
international law, including international human rights law, international refugee law and 
international humanitarian law, threats to international peace and security caused by 
terrorist acts. 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12395.doc.htm  
 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00501327.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00501336.pdf
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1329-hate-crime-in-scotland-2015-16
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1329-hate-crime-in-scotland-2015-16
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20Scotland%202015-16.pdf
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20Scotland%202015-16.pdf
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12395.doc.htm
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Press briefing note on … Israel / occupied Palestinian territory  
… The High Commissioner condemns the gun attack in Tel Aviv on Wednesday in which 
four Israelis were killed and a number were injured. This is the largest loss of Israeli life in 
a single attack since the current surge in violence. 
We are also deeply concerned at the response of the Israeli authorities, which includes 
measures that may amount to prohibited collective punishment and will only increase the 
sense of injustice and frustration felt by Palestinians in this very tense time. The response 
has included the cancelling of all 83,000 permits granted to West Bank and Gaza 
residents to travel during Ramadan, the suspension of 204 work permits of individuals in 
the alleged attackers' extended families, and the sealing off of their entire home town by 
the Israeli security forces. 
Israel has a human rights obligation to bring those responsible to account for their crimes. 
And this it is doing. However the measures taken against the broader population punish 
not the perpetrators of the crime, but tens - maybe hundreds - of thousands of innocent 
Palestinians.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20082&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
** Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-
09/debates/16060929000320/AssistedDyingBill(HL)  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Shami Chakrabarti Inquiry into antisemitism and other forms of racism, including 
islamophobia, within the Labour Party (closing date 10 June 2016) 
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20082&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-09/debates/16060929000320/AssistedDyingBill(HL
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-06-09/debates/16060929000320/AssistedDyingBill(HL
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti
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** closes in 5 days 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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