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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 460  Lord Trees: … It is incumbent on those of us who eat meat … to ensure that 
animals are not only reared humanely but killed humanely. I do not intend to dwell on the 
issue of non-stun slaughter—so-called religious slaughter. All I say is that there is good 
evidence that stunning removes unnecessary pain and, in so far as I understand the 
religious issues, modern stunning methods are compatible with historical religious 
requirements if the will is there among religious leaders. It is regrettable that the 
introduction of the Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing (England) Regulations—the 
WATOK regulations—in November last year failed to include critical parameters to 
ensure adequate water-bath stunning of poultry prior to religious slaughter. It is also a 
matter of great regret that the number of sheep killed without stunning has risen between 
2011 and 2013—just two years—by more than half a million animals, based on Food 
Standards Agency surveys. …  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech  
 
 

Department of Health 

Guidance: An overview of the death certification reforms 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-death-certification-
process/an-overview-of-the-death-certification-reforms  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Ministerial appointments 

 Minister for the Economy: Simon Hamilton 

 Minister for Education: Peter Weir 

 Minister for the Department of Communities: Paul Givan 

 Minister for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs: Michelle McIlveen 

 Minister for Finance: Máirtín Ó Muilleoir 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-death-certification-process/an-overview-of-the-death-certification-reforms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-death-certification-process/an-overview-of-the-death-certification-reforms
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 Minister for Health: Michelle O’Neill 

 Minister for Infrastructure: Chris Hazzard 
For more details see 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-36376434  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
John Glen [37018] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 15 April 2016 to Question 32928, what issues of prisoner 
payments were raised with the Palestinian Authority Finance Minister Bishara in 
September 2015; which prisoners were discussed with that Minister; and what 
representations she has received on reported payments made to Kifah and Ibrahim 
Ghanimat. 

Desmond Swayne: No UK aid is used for payments to Palestinian prisoners, or 
their families. UK direct financial assistance to the PA is used to pay the salaries 
of civil servant and pensioners. I discussed with Minister Bishara a broad range of 
issues regarding prisoner payments including their administration by the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation. The UK continues to lobby for the payments 
to be more transparent, affordable and needs-based. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37018/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/32928/  
 

Middle East: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan [37735] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
how much funding the Government provided to each (a) Israeli and (b) Palestinian non-
governmental organisation through the (i) Conflict Security and Stability Fund and (ii) 
bilateral programme budget in the most recent year for which figures are available. 

Tobias Ellwood: (a)The provisional project spend for 2015/16 for non-
governmental organisations registered in Israel provided through: (i) the Conflict, 
Stability and Security Fund is: The Peres Centre for Peace - £44,592; Injaz - 
Centre for Professional Arab Local Governance - £60,608; Kids Creating Peace - 
£40,000; Yesh Din - £196,084; Gisha - £53,126; Peace Now - £124,361; 
Terrestrial Jerusalem - £51,040; The International Peace and Cooperation Centre 
- £232,933; and Rabbis for Human Rights - £101,441; (ii) the Bilateral Programme 
Budget is: none. 
(b)The provisional project spend for 2015/16 for non-governmental organisations 
registered with the Palestinian Authority provided through: (i) the Conflict, Stability 
and Security Fund is: Jerusalem Community Advocacy Network (also registered 
in Israel) - £141,679 (ii) the Bilateral Programme Budget is: Society for the care of 
Disabled People - £9,117; Nawa Association for Culture and Arts Association - 
£7,111; Al Aqsa Sports and Social Club- £9,602; Society for Physically 
Handicapped People - £9,602; Ibda’a for children development and institutional 
cultural exchange - £5,062; Idna Cooperation - Women Capacity Building- £6,658; 
Sourif Association for Higher Education - £2,920; Iman and Baraem Kindergartens  
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-36376434
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37018/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37018/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/32928/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-08/32928/
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- £4,865 ; ADWAR Association for Social Change - £5,516; Assembly of 
Benevolent Operation - £7,061; Atwar centre - £1,282; Diyar Sports school for 
Girls – £6,328; Saint Nicolas Home for the Elderly - £5,183; Hebron Rehabilitation 
Committee - £5,010; Ashtar Theatre - £2,127; The Arab Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry - £9,963; Aqaba Club for Unity and Hope - £5,169; Burj Al Luqluq 
Youth Centre (also registered in Israel) - £19,297; and Silwan Youth Centre (also 
registered in Israel) - £7,173 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-20/37735/  
 
 

United Nations 

‘The will to advance towards peace clearly exists’ in the Middle East – UN envoy 
… “The will to advance towards peace clearly exists. What remains glaringly absent is 
the political will and bold leadership to make genuine progress a reality,” said Nickolay 
Mladenov, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process … 
“We need collectively to ask ourselves whether those Israelis and Palestinians who today 
support a return to negotiations will continue to do so next year, or two years from now, if 
the prospects for peace remain out of reach. Prolonging the current impasse will sap any 
remaining optimism for finding a solution to the nearly 50-year occupation,” he added, 
citing a recent study conducted by Tel Aviv University, which shows that close to 60 per 
cent of the Jewish population and more than 70 per cent of Palestinians remain in favour 
of conducting peace negotiations. … 
The envoy also noted the continuation of demolitions of Palestinian structures in the 
West Bank. While the pace has somewhat slowed compared with last month, the number 
of structures that have been demolished or confiscated across the West Bank in 2016 
exceeds the total for all of 2015, and at least 900 people have been displaced, he said. 
Although many of the structures that have been demolished are not dwellings, the loss of 
water wells, solar panels and animal shelters has impacted the livelihoods of more than 
2,500 people …  
“Recent events clearly demonstrate that the spectre of violence looms ominously over 
the territory. Unless radically more is done to address the chronic realities in Gaza, it is 
not a question of ‘if’, but ‘when’ another escalation will take place,” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54050#.V0cSS1c3d65 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

Growing anti-immigrant sentiment and Islamophobia were among key trends in 
2015, says Council of Europe anti- racism body 
… In the second half of 2015, scepticism about the local ability to cope with the 
increasing number of migrants and asylum-seekers was voiced, against the background 
of openly xenophobic and islamophobic public debate and a number of attacks against 
reception centres. … 
The terror attacks in Paris in January and November, and in Copenhagen in February 
further added to the islamophobic sentiment and were misused by populist political 
parties to stir up prejudice and hatred against Muslims in general. … 
Another trend noted by ECRI is antisemitism, which increased further in 2015, after levels  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-20/37735/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-20/37735/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54050#.V0cSS1c3d65
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had already peaked in many countries in the preceding year. ECRI also observed 
continued discrimination against Black persons, Roma and Travellers, and LGBT 
persons, even though the situation of these groups and the success of policies aimed at 
assisting them varies considerably across the continent. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/217-
26_05_2016_AnnualReport2015_en.asp  
 
 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 

Annual Report 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202015.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0018/17018.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
25/debates/16052530000470/ArbitrationAndMediationService(Equality)Bill(HL)  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
** Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0013/17013.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
24/debates/16052429000371/Lobbying(Transparency)Bill(HL)  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
 
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/217-26_05_2016_AnnualReport2015_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/217-26_05_2016_AnnualReport2015_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202015.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0018/17018.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000470/ArbitrationAndMediationService(Equality)Bill(HL
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000470/ArbitrationAndMediationService(Equality)Bill(HL
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0013/17013.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-24/debates/16052429000371/Lobbying(Transparency)Bill(HL
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-24/debates/16052429000371/Lobbying(Transparency)Bill(HL
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/
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** Shami Chakrabarti Inquiry into antisemitism and other forms of racism, including 
islamophobia, within the Labour Party (closing date 10 June 2016) 
http://www.labour.org.uk/index.php/chakrabarti 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 

TOP 
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