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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 284  Lord Faulks: … We cannot tolerate this promotion of hatred and intolerance, 
which divides communities and sets people against each other. People in Britain today 
should never have to suffer hatred and violence because of their race, religion or 
sexuality; women should not be denied equal access to rights; and children should never 
be taught to despise the values that we all hold dear. … 

 

col 295  The Lord Bishop of Southwark: … What is lacking is a positive, attractive 
narrative or narratives, without which aspirations to integration are futile. 
I say “narratives” because I am aware that this country has been fed by more than one 
tradition and that some of these are noble traditions of dissent. It remains a concern that 
in a rush to exclude the hateful and inflammatory, we also deny these traditions full 
expression. For example, the answers of Ministers to questions about whether people in 
this country have a right not to be offended have received ambiguous answers. People 
should not seek to offend, as I have made clear, but I do not believe we have a blanket 
right not to be offended. Such a right, if conceded, may be a comfort to some but it is not 
a British value. … 

 

col 339  Viscount Waverley: … I sense that Islam, together with Judaism, is a victim of 
unawareness in large parts of the United Kingdom, sometimes bordering on ignorance. 
This is unhelpful. The British people have a reputation for fair-mindedness, so I have little 
doubt that the right explanations of background and facts will assist greatly the passage 
of the counter-extremism and safeguarding Bill. There is a clear role for clerics. …  

 

col 355  Lord Hussain: … Britain is a truly multicultural and multi-religious country. … In 
recent times, we have seen a rise in right-wing extremism resulting in Islamophobia and 
anti-Semitic behaviour. At the same time, we see a rise in religious intolerance and 
extremism. Both lead to violence; both need to be condemned. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
24/debates/16052431000082/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Palestinian Territories: Radicalisation 
6. Craig Tracey: What recent assessment [the Foreign Secretary] has made of the 
extent of radicalisation in the Palestinian Territories. [905043] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): I condemn all violence and all efforts to incite or 
radicalise people to commit violence in the middle east. During my most recent 
visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories in February, I raised this issue with the 
Palestinian Authority and urged them to do more to tackle this issue and make 
clear their opposition to violence. 

Craig Tracey: Last week, the Fatah party in Palestine described the terrorist who killed 
26 people and wounded more than 80 in a shooting attack at a Israel’s main airport in 
1972 as a “hero” and said it was “proud of every fighter who has joined our mighty 
revolution” against Israel. Does the Minister agree that the success of the two-state 
solution that we all want rests upon the Palestinian Authority starting to teach its young 
people about peaceful coexistence? 

Mr Ellwood: My hon. Friend makes an important point about peaceful 
coexistence. It is important that President Abbas condemn statements such as 
that when they are made. I have noticed a disjunct between the elderly leadership 
and the youth, who feel disfranchised and so are taking matters into their own 
hands. I looked into the particular claim that my hon. Friend has raised; I 
understand that it was placed on Facebook and so was not attributed to a 
particular Minister, as has been the case in the past. Nevertheless, it should be 
condemned and removed, as my hon. Friend indicated. 

Richard Burden: Does the Minister agree that people’s expectation that they will be able 
to carry on living in their own homes would not normally be regarded as a sign of 
radicalisation? He will know that in the past week he has received a number of 
parliamentary questions from me and others about the fact that more than 90 Palestinian 
Bedouins, mostly children, have lost their homes in the village of Jabal al-Baba. He has 
said in his written answers that the Foreign Office condemns that but also that it has not 
raised that specific case with the Israeli authorities. Is it not time to do so, not least 
because the demolished structures are EU funded? 

Mr Ellwood: I fully concur with the spirit of what the hon. Gentleman has said. I 
have visited one of the Bedouin camps. I should make it clear that that situation is 
different from the situation for those based in the occupied Palestinian territories; 
some are being removed in green line Israel, as well. These people are reliant on 
farming and so need space, so there is the internal issue of making sure that they 
are given the same amount of space if there is a requirement for them to be 
moved. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
24/debates/16052423000016/PalestinianTerritoriesRadicalisation  
 

Middle East 
11. Louise Ellman: What assessment [the Foreign Secretary] has made of the effect of 
the recent activities of Hamas in Gaza on the middle east peace process.[905049] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): The recent activities of Hamas in Gaza, including 
attempts to rearm and rebuild tunnel infrastructure, undermine efforts to improve 
the situation in Gaza and harm prospects for the middle east peace process. 
Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza must permanently end rocket fire and 
other attacks against Israel. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-24/debates/16052423000016/PalestinianTerritoriesRadicalisation
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Mrs Ellman: In April, two new terror tunnels built by Hamas to launch attacks on Israeli 
civilians were discovered. Does the Minister believe that Hamas is planning new attacks 
on Israel? 

Mr Ellwood: As I said earlier, I believe that is a worrying development, and we 
seek to place pressure on Hamas, and all those close to it, to recognise that it will 
take us back to where we were two years ago, unless there is a direction of travel. 

John Cryer: Does the Minister place any significance on the founding charter of Hamas, 
which is clearly, or to a large extent, a stream of the most visceral anti-Semitism, and 
even includes approving references to the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion”? 

Mr Ellwood: I have many conversations about that situation and the challenges 
we face in the middle east, not least in Gaza and the west bank. A number of 
commentators have said, “You need to speak to Hamas; you need to get them to 
the table”, but until Hamas changes its constitution, in which it clearly does not 
recognise the state of Israel, it will be impossible for us to move forward. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
24/debates/16052423000020/MiddleEast  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
David Winnick: Earlier questions have referred to the middle east, and to deploring 
extremism wherever it may be found. Is it not a matter of grave concern that the new 
Israeli Defence Minister is extremely right-wing and ultra-nationalist? He said last year 
that what he described as “disloyal” Israeli Arabs should be beheaded. Does that not 
illustrate how far the Israeli Government have gone in their extremism and their rejection 
of any idea of a two-state solution, and should that not be condemned? 

Mr Hammond: It is a matter of grave concern. The polarisation of views in 
Israel/Palestine makes it less likely that we shall be able to achieve the two-state 
solution that the House and most of the world so ardently crave, and harder for us 
to do so. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-
24/debates/16052423000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16052423000173  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Hilary Benn [37563] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the French government about its 
initiative to restart the Middle East peace process to advance a two-state solution. 

Philip Hammond: I have discussed the French initiative with the French Foreign 
Minister, Jean-Marc Ayrault, and with his envoy for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Pierre Vimont. We will continue to work closely with the French 
government to ensure that their initiative makes a constructive contribution that 
encourages the parties to resume negotiations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-19/37563/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

Jackson Carlaw (S5M-00179) Yom Hazikaron 2016 – That the Parliament recognises 
Yom Hazikaron 2016, which is the Israeli Day of Remembrance for those who have fallen 
in Israel's armed conflicts and for those who have lost loved ones due to acts of 
terrorism; believes that many in Eastwood will have been remembering the life of Yoni 
Jesner; notes that Yoni was a former pupil of  Belmont House School in  Newton  Mearns  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-24/debates/16052423000020/MiddleEast
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-24/debates/16052423000020/MiddleEast
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-24/debates/16052423000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16052423000173
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-24/debates/16052423000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-16052423000173
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-19/37563/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-19/37563/
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who planned to be a medical doctor; acknowledges that Yoni was only 19 when his life 
was cut short on 19 September 2002 when he and 5 others were murdered in a Tel Aviv 
suicide bombing; commends the subsequent decision of his parents to allow for Yoni's 
organs to be donated to save the life of a young Palestinian girl, Yasmin Abu Ramila, 
who had experienced kidney failure since birth; thanks the Yoni Jesner Foundation for its 
continued work on various issues, and continues to believe that engagement and 
dialogue will always be more successful in the long term than acts of terror. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-00179&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Comment by the Spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Rupert Colville, on possible imminent executions in Gaza 
“We are deeply concerned about recent statements made by the authorities in Gaza, 
including the Attorney General, of their intention to implement a number of death 
sentences, and fear that the first executions may be imminent. The Gaza authorities’ 
statements follow the demands of several families for the death penalty to be carried out 
against individuals accused of killing their relatives. 
Death sentences may only be carried out in extremely limited circumstances, and 
pursuant to a trial and appeals that scrupulously follow fair trial standards. We have 
serious doubts as to whether capital trials in Gaza meet these standards. We are also 
concerned about reports indicating that these executions will be implemented without the 
approval of the Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, which is required under 
Palestinian law. 
Media reports indicating that the sentences could be carried out in public also raise 
alarm, as this is a practice which is prohibited under international human rights law. 
We urge the authorities in Gaza to uphold their obligations to respect the rights to life and 
to a fair trial - which are guaranteed under the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, to which the State of Palestine is a party - and not carry out these 
executions. We also urge the Palestinian President to establish a moratorium on 
executions in line with the strong international trend towards ending the use of the death 
penalty.” 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20012&LangID
=E 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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