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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Universities: Antisemitism 
Lord Patten [HL40] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the 
comments by the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth, quoted in The Sunday Times on 8 May, that "the Zionist bashing" at 
universities "has gone unchallenged". 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: The Government is clear that there is 
absolutely no place in higher education or anywhere else in society for bigotry, 
hatred or any form of racism such as anti-Semitism. 
Recent reports of anti-Semitism are extremely concerning and must be met with a 
decisive response. We expect all universities and all bodies with a role in English 
higher education to be absolutely clear in their opposition to racism in all its forms, 
and to have robust policies in place to tackle such hatred and support victims. 
At the Government’s request, Universities UK has set up a taskforce to examine 
what more can be done to tackle harassment and hate crime on campus, and this 
includes anti-Semitism within its remit. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL40/  
 

The Chief Rabbi’s comments referred to above can be read at 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/universities-ignore-jew-hatred-s0q2q00zr  

 
Universities: Hate Crime 

Lord Patten [HL41] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Evans of Bowes Park on 4 May (HL8001), whether they have requested that 
the taskforce set up by Universities UK includes members of those minorities subject to 
harassment and hate crime, representatives of the relevant law and order agencies, and 
independent members with no direct university involvement. 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: The taskforce, established by Universities UK, 
is looking at all forms of violence and harassment affecting students. Its task is to 
bring together students, university experts and external organisations to consider 
the current evidence and what universities are currently doing to address issues 
of harassment and hate crime, including anti-Semitism, and what more needs to 
be done. 
The taskforce have had meetings  with or received evidence from a  wide range of  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL40/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL40/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/universities-ignore-jew-hatred-s0q2q00zr
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organisations which includes the Union of Jewish Students, Rape Crisis, Tell 
Mama and Stonewall. In regards to anti-Semitism, the Taskforce has also 
received evidence from the Jewish Leadership Council, the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews and Community Security Trust. In terms of law and order agencies, 
evidence has been received from a number of lawyers and from the police via 
PAHELO (Police Association of Higher Education Liaison Officers). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL41/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001/  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 173  Lord Stone of Blackheath: …  Two States One Homeland … asks for the 
people of both sides to understand the narrative of the other as their genuine beliefs and 
accept them with compassion. Many Israelis now accept that the Palestinians believe 
that the 1947 declaration of the State of Israel was a Nakba to them—a disaster—and 
that the region is their homeland and they want consideration of their right to return. 
Many Palestinians are accepting that the Israelis believe that from biblical times the 
whole area was their homeland and living in parts of the West Bank is precious to them. 
… 
The best international lawyers are agreeing to help the people on both sides to work out 
a constitutional settlement for each of the two sovereign states and jointly to create an 
overall constitution for the new confederation. International security experts and experts 
from both sides are deciding how the separate countries can run their own military and 
police forces and how, in addition, there will be a joint military and policing authority 
working across the two states. … 
Secondly, alongside Two States One Homeland, there is a team in Israel and Palestine 
promoting a regional plan. … they have developed a regional diplomatic proposal to 
resume negotiations … 
Would Her Majesty’s Government consider convening a meeting of leaders and experts, 
with whom we are working on all sides to develop these two concepts …? … 

 

col 198  Lord Hylton: … n July 2014, President Abbas asked the UN Secretary-General 
for “an international protection system” for the Occupied Territories. … To achieve this, 
the security of Israel should be guaranteed, thus allowing it to withdraw its forces from 
the West Bank and other places. Every existing institution should be co-opted in support 
of the rule of law for all Palestinians. Israel would gain by assurance of safety from 
external attacks, plus full recognition by all its neighbours. … 

 

col 217  Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer: … I ask the House to spare a thought 
for Israeli nuclear whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu, who last Sunday was charged with 
violating the terms of his release, more than a decade after he completed an 18-year jail 
term, and all for telling the truth. …  

 

col 220  Lord Williams of Baglan: … What was called the Middle East peace process 
and the quartet are now fictions … In Israel the right wing gets stronger—especially the 
national religious groupings—and on the Palestinian side there is a continued division 
between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas. … Little, if nothing, has been done to alter  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL41/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-18/HL41/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001/


 3 

 

the conditions that precipitated unrest and violence in the past—the continuous growth of 
settlements and the heavy presence of the Israeli army in much of the West Bank. … 

 

col 254  Earl Howe: … A just and lasting resolution that delivers peace for both Israelis 
and Palestinians is long overdue. We believe that a negotiated two-state solution is the 
only way to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. There is no better alternative that can 
deliver peace and a Palestinian state in reality and on the ground. We do not 
underestimate the challenges but firmly believe that peace is possible if both parties 
show leadership. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
23/debates/1605234000428/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Bedouin 
Wes Streeting [37230] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the demolition of 
Bedouin homes at Jabal Al-Baba in East Jerusalem. 

Tobias Ellwood: We condemn the demolition of Bedouin homes at Jabal Al-
Baba, which is a particularly vulnerable community in East Jerusalem. We are 
extremely concerned at the large increase in demolitions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories since the start of 2016, compared to the monthly average in 
2015. The Foreign Secretary, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and 
Weybridge (Mr Hammond) has not specifically discussed this issue with his 
counterpart. However, our Embassy in Tel Aviv continues to raise our concern 
about demolitions regularly with the Israeli authorities, most recently on 15 May. 
We call on Israel to provide a legal route for Palestinians to obtain building 
permits. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37230/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Wes Streeting [37231] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent representations her Department has made to the Israeli government on the 
demolition of Palestinian homes and property funded by the UK. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK remains extremely concerned at the large increase in 
demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories since the start of 2016, 
compared to the monthly average in 2015, and continues to raise this with the 
Israeli authorities. Demolitions and the evictions of Palestinians from their homes 
cause unnecessary suffering, are harmful to the peace process, and in all but the 
most exceptional of cases are contrary to international humanitarian law. The UK 
supports the Norwegian Refugee Council to provide legal aid to Palestinian 
communities that are at risk of displacement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37231/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Richard Burden [37391] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterparts in other EU countries and the 
EU Commission on the demolition of EU-funded structures by Israeli authorities in Jabal 
al Baba on 16 May 2016; and what steps he plans to take (a) independently and (b) with 
those counterparts to ensure that any further such planned demolitions are halted. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK and the EU continue to raise concerns about 
demolitions  with  the  Government  of  Israel. These demolitions cause significant  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-23/debates/1605234000428/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-23/debates/1605234000428/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37230/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37230/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37231/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37231/
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human suffering, undermine chances of progress towards a two-state solution, 
and are contrary to international humanitarian law in all but the most exceptional 
cases. Within the EU, we are considering how to respond to demolitions, including 
the demolition and confiscation of EU-funded structures. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37391/  
 

Gaza: Overseas Aid 
Richard Burden [37480] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what discussions she has had with (a) Egyptian authorities and (b) other stakeholders on 
the implications for UK aid projects in Gaza of disconnection of power lines providing 
electricity into South Gaza by Egypt. 

Desmond Swayne: We are concerned by the electricity shortage in Gaza and the 
serious impact it is having on the humanitarian situation. We are in regular 
dialogue with Israel, the Palestinian Authority and other development actors, 
specifically the EU and UN, on energy issues. We regularly raise the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza with the Egyptian government, and have raised this issue with 
them. The UK will continue to urge the parties to prioritise progress towards 
reaching a durable solution for Gaza, and to take the necessary practical steps to 
ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and economic recovery. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37480/  
 

Egypt: Gaza 
Richard Burden [37481] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Egyptian government on the 
disconnection of power lines providing electricity to Southern Gaza; and if he will make a 
statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware that there are power shortages in Gaza, leading 
to severe power restrictions and blackouts. We have discussed this issue with 
Egyptian officials. 
We regularly raise the humanitarian situation in Gaza with the Egyptian 
government. The UK will continue to urge the parties to prioritise progress 
towards reaching a durable solution for Gaza, and to take the necessary practical 
steps to ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and economic recovery. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37481/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Richard Burden [37484] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to Israeli authorities about reports of further 
demolitions of EU-funded structures in Jabal al Baba. 

Tobias Ellwood: We condemn the demolition of Bedouin homes at Jabal Al-
Baba, which is a particularly vulnerable community in East Jerusalem. We have 
not specifically raised the issue, but we are extremely concerned at the large 
increase in demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories since the start of 
2016, compared to the monthly average in 2015. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
continues to raise our concern about demolitions regularly with the Israeli 
authorities, most recently on 15 May. We call on Israel to provide a legal route for 
Palestinians to obtain building permits. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37484/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37391/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37391/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37480/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37480/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37481/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37481/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37484/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-05-18/37484/
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United Nations 

UN envoy welcomes resumption of cement deliveries into Gaza 
The United Nations envoy for the peace process in the Middle East today welcomed the 
decision to resume the private import of cement into Gaza after nearly 45 days of 
suspension. 
In a statement, Nickolay Mladenov, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process, said the import became possible because of efforts by both the Israeli 
and Palestinian authorities. 
“All sides need to ensure that cement deliveries reach their intended beneficiaries and 
are used solely for civilian purposes,” the envoy said. … 
“It is critical for the security of both Palestinians and Israelis that Gaza remains calm and 
hope is restored to its people,” … 
“A permanent end to the suffering of the Palestinian people can only be achieved through 
reuniting Gaza and the West Bank under a single, legitimate and democratic Palestinian 
national authority and the realization of the two-state solution,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54012#.V0RseZN96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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