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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
after 3.41pm  The Prime Minister: … In our country there is still discrimination that we 
must fight, opportunity that is blocked and glass ceilings that need to be smashed. But I 
think that we should all be proud of the fact that when we look around the world, we see 
that Britain is already one of the most successful multiracial, multi-faith democracies 
anywhere on earth. … 
Extremists hate that fact, because it challenges their whole world view—the preachers 
who say that Christians, Jews and Muslims cannot live together; the so-called community 
leaders who say women cannot travel more than a few miles beyond the city in which 
they live; the activists who insist on segregation at political meetings; and the religious 
schools that teach children not to mix with those from different religions, and that 
sometimes teach that Jews are the enemy. To those who say that pointing this out is 
somehow illiberal, intolerant or Islamophobic, I say, “Nonsense.” It is not real liberalism to 
walk on by and pretend that this is not happening, or to say that it is just part of someone 
else’s culture. Real liberalism means standing up for our liberal values, and that is what 
we need to do in our country. … 

 

after 4.16pm  Angus Robertson: … There are things in politics about which there should 
be no disagreement between mainstream political parties. … That is why, only a few 
short weeks ago, I raised with the Prime Minister the death of an Ahmadiyya Muslim in 
Glasgow. That is why I went to visit the Ahmadiyya Muslim community here in London … 
and why I am meeting the British Jewish community next week. This is not just about 
issues of intolerance towards or between different parts of the Islamic community; it 
impacts on the UK Jewish community. Sadly, there are a whole range of other forms of 
intolerance for which we should have no tolerance. … 

 

after 7.59pm  Robin Walker: … In this anniversary year of the Balfour declaration, I hope 
that we can meet all its obligations, including those to the Palestinian people. …  

 

after 8.22pm  David Winnick: … I oppose all forms of racism. I oppose anti-Semitism no 
less than I oppose prejudice against anyone else—Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Christians; I make no difference. To the extent that a few people with such poisonous 
views have come into my party, I welcome the fact that they have mainly been turfed out. 
I also welcome the committee that my right hon. Friend the Leader of the Opposition has 
set up to look into anti-Semitism in the party. … 
We should not forget for one moment the millions of lives that were destroyed—those 
who were murdered — in  the last war for no  other  reason  than  they happened to be of  
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Jewish origin. They were not Zionists. Most of them would not have had the slightest 
understanding of Zionism. Mr Livingstone’s remarks were certainly inappropriate, but—I 
may be wrong—I do not consider him to be an anti-Semite in any normal sense. 
However, he seems to have, shall we say an unhealthy obsession about Jews. 
If it is right to condemn anti-Semitism, as I hope we all do, it is no less right to condemn 
prejudice against other groups. … 

 

after 9.23pm  Sammy Wilson: … proposals relating to how authorities deal with 
unregulated education settings … should not include the work that goes on in churches, 
as suggested by the head of Ofsted. If people are unable to express and teach the tenets 
of their faith because of interference by the authorities, we will move away from counter-
terrorism to a society in which political correctness stifles people’s real religious beliefs 
and their faith. …  

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-05-
18/debates/16051852000173/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech  
 
 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
after 3.37pm  Lord King of Bridgwater: …  I want to say how impressed I was that 
almost [Sadiq Khan’s] first action as the new Muslim Mayor of London was to have his 
signing-on ceremony in Southwark Cathedral in the presence of the Dean and, the very 
next day, to attend the Holocaust Memorial ceremony in the presence, I think, of the 
Chief Rabbi. Nothing could have shown more clearly his recognition of the importance of 
tolerance and respect for other faiths in a world beset by sectarian hatred and division. 
His leadership and example will be critical not just in London and the UK but throughout 
the world—to see how different sects and beliefs can work together for the good of all. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-
18/debates/Holdebdt20160518scrlgtgnewdebateod4tiqueen%E2%80%99Sspeech/Quee
n%E2%80%99SSpeech  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tommy Sheppard (29) Charitable donations and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories – That this House expresses serious concerns regarding donations to UK 
charities that are alleged to be funding construction projects at Neve Daniel, an illegal 
Israeli settlement in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) of the West Bank; further 
notes that the Government views Israeli settlements in the OPTs to be contrary to both 
UK policy and customary international law; believes that existing UK case law 
demonstrates that activities carried out abroad are not charitable if contrary to public 
policy; affirms that charity funds should under no circumstances be directed towards the 
development or maintenance of Israeli settlements in the OPTs; and calls on the 
Government to liaise with the Charities Commission to investigate this matter. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/29  
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Home Office 

Asylum Policy Instruction Article 1D of the Refugee Convention: Palestinian 
refugees assisted by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/524502/A-
on-Article-1D-and-Palestinians-v2_0.pdf  
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Racism and religious discrimination (closing date 31 May 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-
group/news/youth-select-committee-tackles-racism-and-religious-discrimination/  
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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