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Home Affairs 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Decision: Yavneh College 
… The arguments made in the objections are:  
the change of priority from those attending a feeder school to the use of a catchment 
area does not satisfy the stated objective of the school to provide places for the Jewish 
children of Hertfordshire … 
The school did not consult properly on changes to its admission arrangements. … 
The governing body of the school did not have the authority to determine the 
arrangements … 
The catchment area is not compliant with the Code … 
Summary of Decision 
172. It is for the school to determine its arrangements subject to the Code. This is a 
school which wants to give priority to practising Jewish children in Hertfordshire. The test 
of what constitutes a practising Jewish child has been set in accordance with the 
guidance from the OCR. … 
175. … [I] partially uphold the objections to the consultation. … 
176. … The governing body did have the power to determine the arrangements for the 
school. … 
180.  The school has the right to change its arrangements and it complied with the Code 
in doing so. … 
To read the full decision see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/555605/AD
A30641-to-3079-3081-3084-to-3088-3091-to-3094-3096_3103-3193-to-3194-Yavneh-
College-Herts-26-Sept-16.pdf  
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Israel 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Israel / OPT: UN women’s rights expert calls for peace process with full 
participation of women 
Israel 
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… A number of legislative measures have been taken to improve legal prohibitions and 
preventive measures in the sphere of violence against women, the UN expert noted. … 
Ms. Šimonović pointed out that specific groups of women in Israel, including women from 
the Palestinian minority (including  Bedouin women), asylum-seekers, refugees,  and 
women belonging  to other minority communities face accrued and multiple form of 
discrimination and heightened risk of violence. 
“Bedouin communities located in unrecognized villages, could not acquire building 
permits or plans for housing, forcing them to build their houses illegally,” she said. “They 
are therefore at risk of forced evictions and home demolitions, to which women are 
particularly affected.” …  
“The prolonged occupation has had differentiated impact on women and girls, in 
connection with traditional and embedded patriarchal social norms,” the Special 
Rapporteur noted. … 
While recognizing the clear linkage between the prolonged occupation and violence 
against women, the expert noted that “the occupation does not exonerate the State of 
Palestine from its due diligence obligation to prevent, investigate, punish and provide 
remedies for acts of gender-based violence under the areas and persons under its 
jurisdiction.”  … 
“Within the occupied Palestinian territories, many deeply embedded forms  of violence 
against women are petrified in a context of prolonged occupation, among which, 
domestic violence, early marriages, sexual violence, including rape and incest, as well as 
killings in the name of ‘honour’”, she said.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20584&LangID=E  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

United Against Hate Speech on the Web: Where do we stand? – Speech by 
Commissioner Jourová 
… We have a problem. In recent years, we have seen messages of extremism and 
intolerance spread around the globe like wild fire. 
In today's digital world without borders, we need to stand united against this growing 
phenomenon. That's why the Commission this May agreed with major IT companies on a 
code of conduct to counter illegal hate speech online. … 
The spread of illegal hate speech online not only distresses the people it targets, it also 
affects those who speak up for freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination in our society. 
… We all know that hate speech often leads to hate crime. … 
In the aftermath of Brexit and the heated campaign against foreigners living in the UK, but 
also racist behaviour elsewhere, civil society and authorities observed a spike in hate 
crime of around 57%. 
"Toxic narratives" about migrants and religious minorities fuel not only fears and 
prejudices; they also fuel hatred against those who are perceived as foreigners. … 
… the Internet cannot be outside the rule of law. … This is why I decided last year to work 
together with IT companies and NGOs as important allies in the fight against hate 
speech. And I was glad to see the internet companies taking a responsible role. The code 
of conduct we agreed in May is an innovative approach to address the issue. For IT 
companies, it means that notifications for removal of illegal hate speech have to be 
assessed and relevant action has to be taken, in the majority of cases, in less than 24 
hours.  This has to be checked not only against the companies'  terms of service  but also  
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against the law. … 
In many cases of online hate speech, notably those inciting violence, the course of action 
is obvious. And to tackle those rapidly will already make a huge difference. In other 
cases, however, it may be more difficult to decide whether a speech is illegal or not. … 
Signing the code of conduct was only the first step forward. We now have to implement it 
in an effective way. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-3188_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Co-operation between international organizations crucial to effectively assisting 
states in countering hate crime, say participants at OSCE/ODIHR event 
… “Our organizations share a large number of member states, all of which have made 
numerous commitments to counter hate crime. However, many of these commitments still 
need to be implemented,” said Cristina Finch, Head of the Tolerance and Non-
Discrimination department. “For example,” she added, “the vast majority of states have 
hate crime laws in place, but our data show that there are gaps in hate crime recording by 
governments. … 
“Our work in the subgroup of the European Union High Level Group on combating racism, 
xenophobia and other forms of intolerance will aim to develop a common method for 
recording and collecting data on hate crime in order to improve comparability of official 
data on hate crime across the EU,” said Niraj Nathwani, Programme Manager for Legal 
Research at FRA. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/267851  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council concludes general debate on racism and racial 
discrimination 
… Speakers in the general debate expressed concern about the rise in racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance, including Islamophobia and 
Anti-Semitism, in various parts of the world  … 
Israel expressed concern about the increase of xenophobia and racism.  Anti-Semitic 
attacks were being committed all over the world …  Education continued to be the most 
important vehicle for combatting xenophobia and racism.  Anti-Semitism was not the 
problem of one country.  All had to join efforts to combat it.  Israel called for avoiding the 
repetition of history.  … 
Organization for Defending Victims of Violence said that Muslims lived in fear of racist 
acts all over the world.  Islamophobia was a new form of racism and a great number of 
attacks had been reported.   … 
World Jewish Congress reminded that Israel and the United States had withdrawn from 
the Durban Declaration talks in 2001.  Many Western countries had boycotted the Durban 
II and Durban III conferences due to anti-Semitic language.  Anti-Semitism was on the 
rise worldwide and the fight against racism and xenophobia was a vital commitment that 
had to be shared by all. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20594&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
** Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-
outcomes-review  
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