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Israel 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

Advocate General Sharpston considers that the Court should annul the measures 
maintaining Hamas and LTTE on the EU list of terrorist organisations on 
procedural grounds 
On 27th December 2001, the Council of the European Union adopted a common position 
and a regulation to combat terrorism. Those measures require the freezing of the funds 
of individuals, groups and entities that are suspected of involvement in terrorist acts and 
whose names are included on a list adopted and regularly updated by the Council. 
Hamas and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) are included on that list. Whilst 
Hamas and the LTTE did not challenge the Council measures by which they were initially 
listed, they have contested their maintenance on the list … In separate judgments, the 
General Court annulled the contested measures concerning, respectively, Hamas and 
the LTTE. 
It found that those measures were not based on acts examined and confirmed in 
decisions of competent authorities, as required by the common position and case law, 
but on the Council’s own factual imputations derived from the press and the internet. … 
In today’s Opinions, Advocate General Eleanor Sharpston concludes that the Council is 
under a duty to verify that a decision of a third state competent authority is subject to a 
level of fundamental rights protection at least equivalent to that guaranteed by EU law. … 
[and] further concludes that the Council cannot rely on facts and evidence found in press 
articles and information from the internet, rather than in decisions of competent 
authorities, to support a decision to maintain a listing. … 
Advocate General Sharpston considers that, having found that some of the reasons 
advanced could not justify the decision to maintain the listing of LTTE and Hamas, the 
General Court had to go on expressly to examine whether the other reasons were 
sufficient to support the decision. Only if those reasons were insufficient could the 
measures be annulled. The General Court failed to make such findings … 
To read the full press release see 
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2016-09/cp160108en.pdf  
 

To read the full Opinion see 
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=183709&pageIndex=0&
doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=877048  
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

On margins of UN Assembly, religious leaders discuss strategies for preventing 
atrocity crimes 
Religious leaders from different faiths met at the United Nations in New York today, at an 
event where Special Adviser of the UN Secretary-General on the Prevention of 
Genocide, Mr. Adama Dieng, said that manipulation of religion – which feeds on people’s 
fears and can eclipse human reason – fuels religious conflict. … 
“… Religion is being misused – manipulated - by parties with vested interests, who stand 
to gain by fuelling hostility and hatred between people of different faiths, and who 
sometimes even incite and commit acts that may constitute atrocity crimes. This 
violence, and the failure to hold accountable those responsible, shatters societies,” 
added the UN Special Adviser. 
The meeting sought to establish how religious leaders and actors can work together with 
governments and other institutions to help them fulfil their responsibility to protect and to 
promote inclusivity, dialogue and respect for diversity. The meeting was also aimed at 
establishing what religious leaders and faith-based organizations need from governments 
and other institutions, in order to fulfil their mission of peace-making, and to contribute to 
preventing and countering incitement to hatred, hostility and violence. … 
Other areas explored during the meeting were how religious leaders can be encouraged 
to speak out, not only when their community is targeted, but also when a religious 
community different to their own is targeted; and how religious communities can utilize 
social media to amplify positive speech and actively promote tolerance. 
In addition to the above, the meeting also focused on the role of religious leaders in times 
of crisis, and what they can do to protect religious minorities within their communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54987#.V-KqZZN94qI  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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