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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Understanding our differences: the importance of inter-faith dialogue 
Communities Secretary Sajid Javid tells the Chief Rabbi’s Conference about the need for 
people of all faiths to work together. …  
I’m delighted that the UK has such a distinguished individual as Chief Rabbi. 
Of course there are some people who say that Ephraim and I should not get along. 
That our different beliefs make us natural enemies. 
That’s nonsense. 
I can look past the fact that he supports Tottenham … 
There’s no point pretending we’re all the same. 
Because we’re not. 
There are more than 60 million of us in these islands. 
We come from many different places, we worship different gods. 
Some of us even vote for different political parties! 
Our diversity can be a great strength, bringing many different views and experiences and 
outlooks to the table. 
It can be used to create great things, whether in art, culture, business, politics, or in your 
local community. 
If we try to ignore that then we all suffer. 
I can’t tell you to forget that you’re Jewish any more than you can tell me to forget that I’m 
a Muslim. 
It’s who we are, it’s a part of our life. 
Trying to ignore that, trying to impose a one-size-fits-all vision of society, will not end well. 
It will foster resentment and legitimise intolerance. 
If we’re going to live with each other, work with each other and tolerate each other, we 
have to understand each other. … 
Interfaith dialogue needs to happen at all levels of society. 
It needs the ordinary members of your synagogues, the congregation from the local 
church, the people who attend the mosques and temples and gurdwaras. … 
Five years ago we started a programme called Near Neighbours. 
It helps people set up and run small projects that bring different faith groups together to 
break down barriers. 
And it has been an incredible success. 
We’ve seen Jewish, Muslim and Christian organisations in, for example, Leeds working 
together to set up a café where people of all faiths and none can get to know each other. 
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We’ve seen the Nottingham Liberal Synagogue partnering with a local Muslim 
organisation to provide hot meals to vulnerable people. 
We’ve seen the Board of Deputies’ Rabbi Levy using Twitter to bring together girls from 
Jewish, Muslim and Christian faith schools so they can learn computer coding. 
Altogether we’ve seen more than a thousand small projects up and down the country. … 
We were all horrified by the spike in reported hate crime that followed the EU 
referendum. 
The figures have now fallen back down. 
But there are still far too many people facing threats, intimidation and even outright 
violence simply because of who they are. 
And much of that hatred is directed towards Jews. … 
As I’ve said before, the Holocaust did not begin in the gas chambers of Auschwitz and 
Treblinka. 
Indiscriminate killing is simply where hatred, if it’s left unchecked, reaches its tragic 
conclusion. 
The Shoah began with nothing more than words. 
Then came the insults, the boycotts, discrimination. 
The noxious weed of anti-Semitism crept insidiously into everyday life, until the stage was 
set for violence, oppression and finally murder on a scale unprecedented before or since. 
That’s why it’s so crucial that extremism, racism and violence is stopped in its tracks. 
Yes, we must do all we can to tackle the criminal manifestation of anti-Semitism and 
other religious bigotry. 
But we also have to deal with the underlying attitudes that fuel it. … 
So let’s come together. 
Let’s stand up to intolerance, together. 
And let’s build a stronger, better Britain, together. 
Not by ignoring our differences, but by understanding them. 
By appreciating them. 
By getting to know each other as people rather than as labels. 
After all, it’s easy to hate a nameless, faceless enemy. 
But it’s much harder to hate a familiar, friendly neighbour. 
Shanah tova. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/understanding-our-differences-the-importance-
of-inter-faith-dialogue  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Hate Crime 
Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how many incidents of alleged hate crime 
have been recorded in each of the last three years. (S5W-02097)  

Angela Constance: A hate crime is defined as being where an offence is 
committed by a perpetrator motivated by prejudice on the grounds of one or more 
of the following - race, religion, disability, sexual orientation or gender identity. The 
Scottish Government currently produces official statistics on the number of racist 
incidents recorded by the police in Scotland, including information on any crimes 
associated with those incidents. In 2013-14, Police Scotland recorded 4,807 racist 
incidents. We are currently investigating the feasibility of changing the racist 
incidents publication into a new and broader product on police recorded hate 
crime. This would include a race element, and we will inform users as this 
work progresses. The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal produce separate 
statistics  that  cover all  protected  characteristics.  Since 2013,  the Crown Office  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/understanding-our-differences-the-importance-of-inter-faith-dialogue
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/understanding-our-differences-the-importance-of-inter-faith-dialogue
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and Procurator Fiscal Service have reported 5180 cases (2013-14), 5428 cases 
(2014/15) and 5544 cases (2015-16. Further details can be found on the Crown 
Office website at:  
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/publications/equality-and-diversity  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-02097&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Overseas Visitors: Middle East 
Philip Hollobone [45572] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
the differences are in entry clearance requirements of visitors to the UK from (a) Israel 
and (b) the occupied Palestinian territories. 

Robert Goodwill: All non EEA Visitors to the UK are assessed against the 
requirements set out in appendix V of the Immigration Rules. These are the same 
for all regardless of nationality. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-07/45572/  
 

Overseas Visitors: Middle East 
Philip Hollobone [45579] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many applications for entry clearance visas were (a) made, (b) resolved, (c) issued, (d) 
refused and (e) lapsed for (i) the occupied Palestinian territories and (ii) Israel in the last 
year for which figures are available. 

Robert Goodwill: The latest available information is given in the table below. 
Entry clearance visa applications resolved, granted, refused, lapsed and withdrawn: Year 
ending June 2016 

  
Applications Resolved of which 

        

Nationality     Granted % Refused % Withdrawn Lapsed 

Israel 1,097 1,094 967 88% 118 11% 9 0 

Occupied 
Palestinian 
Territories 

4,742 4,694 2,774 59% 1,863 40% 57 0 

Table notes: Figures include visitor visas and transit visas. 
Israeli nationals are not required to apply for a visa if coming to the UK as tourists or visitors. 
Palestinians will be required to apply for visas for all applications to enter the UK. 
Source: Immigration Statistics April - June 2016, Home Office, table vi_02_q. 

The latest quarterly Home Office immigration statistics on entry clearance visas 
are published in ‘Immigration Statistics, April - June 2016’, available from the 
Home Office website at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/migration-
statistics 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-09-07/45579/  
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Zeid's Global Human Rights Update 
… I seize this occasion to share with you some broader thoughts regarding States' 
cooperation – or non-cooperation – with country-specific mandates, including 
Commissions of Inquiry, Council-mandated fact-finding missions and the specific country 
mandates of the Special Procedures. Currently, Belarus, Eritrea, the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Syria refuse to cooperate in 
any way with these mechanisms. Israel has had a long record of refusing to cooperate 
with most of them, in terms of allowing access to the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
A number of States have argued that unless the Human Rights Council can secure the 
approval of the concerned State, it should avoid looking into situations in which 
governments are alleged to be massively violating their people's human rights. I am 
wholly unpersuaded by this argument, a position buttressed by the fact that States 
espousing it use it inconsistently. Country-specific mandates ensure an expert, impartial 
and intensive monitoring process that keeps information flowing to this Council and to the 
world. This Council’s clear and universal mandate to address human rights violations is 
not conditional on the approval of specific governments. …  
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/GlobalHumanRightsUpdate.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-12/debates/16091218000001/WalesBill  
 

Third Reading, House of Commons 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-09-
12/debates/16091218000001/WalesBill#contribution-1609131000528  
 

Consideration of Bill Amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-
2017/0005/amend/wales_daily_rep_0909.1-7.html 
 

 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/GlobalHumanRightsUpdate.aspx
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-12/debates/16091218000001/WalesBill
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-09-12/debates/16091218000001/WalesBill#contribution-1609131000528
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-09-12/debates/16091218000001/WalesBill#contribution-1609131000528
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0005/amend/wales_daily_rep_0909.1-7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0005/amend/wales_daily_rep_0909.1-7.html
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Bill as amended in Committee (showing tracked changes) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2016-17/compared-
bills/Wales-bill-tracked-changes.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
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