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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers  

Online Hate Crime 
2. John Mann: What assessment she has made of her Department’s contribution to 
tackling online hate crime. [906055] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Phillip Lee): Hate 
crime is abhorrent and has no place in society. The Government published their 
plan to tackle hate crime, “Action Against Hate”, in July 2016. This Government 
believe that the enforcement of criminal legislation has an important role in 
tackling online hate. We also need deterrence and prevention, which require a 
broader response, from counter-narrative activity through to effective 
management from the internet industry. 

John Mann: … True Vision, the internet reporting organisation based in the Secretary of 
State’s offices, is the pride and joy of her Department and the envy of every other 
Government in the world. Is she going to allow it to disappear into some other 
Department, or is she going to keep it in her Department? 

Dr Lee: … The Secretary of State has, I gather, recently written to him on this 
matter. The cross-Government hate crime programme is highly regarded by this 
Government and internationally. I am committed to ensuring that that important 
work continues. 

Maria Miller: I welcome my hon. Friend to his post. The Government were right to make 
posting revenge porn online a crime. Figures released today show that there have been 
200 prosecutions for revenge pornography, yet more than 1,000 cases have been 
reported to the police. Does the Minister agree that, as with other sex-related crimes, 
anonymity for victims perhaps needs to be carefully considered in cases of revenge 
pornography? 

Dr Lee: I thank my right hon. Friend for her question and, indeed, for the work that 
she and her Select Committee do in this area. Revenge porn is a terrible abuse of 
trust that can leave victims feeling humiliated and degraded. By making it a 
specific offence carrying a maximum sentence of two years behind bars, we have 
sent a clear message that this crime will not be tolerated. On anonymity, I am 
interested in what she says; if she would like to write to me about that issue, I will 
consider it. 

Lisa Nandy: I welcome the Minister to his post. Has he seen this morning’s comments by 
the Director of Public Prosecutions that social media is one of the driving forces behind 
the record high in recorded violent crimes against women and girls?   I welcome what the  
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Minister has said about the need for a broader response, so what does he plan to do to 
safeguard the many specialist services that exist to support women who are suffering 
online harassment and abuse, many of which are suffering funding cuts? 

Dr Lee: As I have already said, this crime is deplorable. I suspect that it has 
always happened and that social media has facilitated it, and that we are now 
detecting more crime of this kind. I am determined to maintain services that 
support women and, indeed, men who are subjected to the crime, and I will 
continue to keep a close eye on that. 

Theresa Villiers: What action are the Government taking to combat online anti-Semitic 
hate crime emanating from extremist groups on campus? 

Dr Lee: Online anti-Semitic crime, like revenge porn, is an appalling crime that is 
more easily committed through use of the internet and anonymity. With specific 
regard to anti-Semitism, the Government, thanks mainly to the fantastic work 
done by the hon. Member for Bassetlaw (John Mann) and his all-party group, 
have made significant advances. I will consider my right hon. Friend’s comments 
on anti-Semitic crime, particularly on campus. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-
06/debates/16090629000011/OnlineHateCrime  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Private Members’ Motions 

D Kearney, M Boyle,  P Sheehan: Hate Crime Legislation – That this Assembly 
agrees with the need for robust legislation to effectively tackle all forms of bigotry and 
hate crime, regardless of its source, in order to empower the PSNI, the Public 
Prosecution Service and the Judiciary to act robustly whenever sectarian, racist or 
homophobic hate crime occurs. 
http://tinyurl.com/j9d3euj 
 
D Kearney, M Boyle,  P Sheehan: Eradicating Sectarianism – That this Assembly 
agrees that a combined zero tolerance policing, political and civic approach must be 
taken to eradicate sectarianism and other forms of hate crime, particularly those which 
have become synonymous with so-called celebrations of nationalist and unionist culture. 
http://tinyurl.com/grsdb2a  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tommy Sheppard (416) Access to Paypal in the Palestinian Territories – That this 
House notes with concern and surprise that the worldwide online payment system, 
PayPal, is not available to use for Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza, despite 
it being available to users in Israel and Israeli settlers living in the occupied West Bank; 
recognises that the situation is a significant obstacle to many Palestinian individuals and 
businesses, who are unable to use this trusted and reliable global service for conducting 
monetary transactions, and that this barrier hinders the Palestinian economy as a whole, 
including the IT sector which has real potential to thrive; believes that Palestine would be 
a profitable place for PayPal to do business in, with the Palestinian economy closely tied 
to the global and UK markets, and that the move would also be highly feasible, with 
PayPal already operating in 203 countries worldwide, including Somalia and Yemen; and 
calls on PayPal to expand its service to Palestinians  and their banks,  a move which has  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-06/debates/16090629000011/OnlineHateCrime
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-06/debates/16090629000011/OnlineHateCrime
http://tinyurl.com/j9d3euj
http://tinyurl.com/grsdb2a
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the opportunity to make a positive contribution to Palestinians and their economy and 
alleviate the high rates of unemployment. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/416  
 
 

United Nations 

New UN report finds that without obstacles Occupied Palestinian Territory’s 
economy could easily double gross domestic product 
The economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory could easily produce twice the gross 
domestic product it generates now, while unemployment and poverty could recede 
significantly, according a new United Nations report. 
“Surveying a number of studies, the report reveals the channels through which 
occupation deprives the Palestinian people of their human right to development and 
hollows out the Palestinian economy,” the UN Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) said in a news release on its 2016 report on its assistance to the Palestinian 
people. 
“Chief among these are the confiscation of Palestinian land, water and other natural 
resources; loss of policy space; restrictions on the movement of people and goods; 
destruction of assets and the productive base; expansion of Israeli settlements; 
fragmentation of domestic markets; separation from international markets and forced 
dependence on the Israeli economy,” it added. 
According to the findings … in 2015, Israel withheld Palestinian fiscal revenue for four 
months, donor aid declined and Israeli settlements continued to expand into the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, while poverty and unemployment remained high. It also 
notes that the Occupied Palestinian Territory continued to be a captive market for exports 
from Israel, while occupation neutralized the potential development impact of donor aid, 
and genuine reconstruction had yet to take off in the Gaza Strip despite $3.5 billion in 
donor pledges. As well, Gaza’s socioeconomic conditions worsened and the infant 
mortality rate increased for the first time in 50 years. … 
In January 2015 alone, 5,600 productive trees were vandalized, adding to the more than 
2.5 million productive trees (including 800,000 olive trees) that have been uprooted since 
1967, according to the UN agency. Furthermore, Palestinians are prohibited from 
maintaining or digging water wells, while Israel has been extracting much more water 
than the level stipulated by the 1995 Oslo Accords and confiscating 82 per cent of 
Palestinian groundwater. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54857#.V9AYwZN96nY  
 
Report on UNCTAD assistance to the Palestinian people: Developments in the 
economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory* 
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/app2016d1_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/416
http://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=1317
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54857#.V9AYwZN96nY
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/app2016d1_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-09-
06/debates/16090640000437/CulturalProperty(ArmedConflicts)Bill(HL)  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0060/17060.pdf  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
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