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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Racial Hatred 
Jim Cunningham [43593] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
representations she has received from police forces in England and Wales on reports of 
an increase in racist incidents after the EU referendum; and if she will make a statement. 

Sarah Newton: The Home Office has been working with the police at national and 
regional levels to monitor the increase in reported hate crime over the past few 
weeks and to ensure that local forces have the necessary assistance and 
guidance to respond. 
Police forces are responding robustly to recent incidents, and victims can be 
reassured that their concerns about hate crime will be taken seriously by the 
police and courts. Any decisions regarding resourcing of front-line policing are a 
matter for chief constables in conjunction with their police and crime 
commissioner. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43593/  
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
Paula Sherriff [43752] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps she is 
taking to tackle hate crime through education in schools. 

Edward Timpson: Our vision is to ensure that pupils develop the knowledge, 
skills and understanding to succeed academically; protect themselves from harm; 
and play a full and active part in society. Schools play an important role in 
preventing hate crime by empowering young people to question and tackle the 
underlying beliefs of prejudice and intolerance that can lead to hatred and bigotry. 
Schools are required to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs. This includes challenging prejudice and promoting 
tolerance. Schools are also subject to the Equality Act and to the Public Sector 
Equality Duty which require schools to have regard to the need to eliminate 
discrimination, harassment and victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and 
foster good relations between communities. There are a variety of approaches 
that schools can adopt in meeting these duties and in raising issues relating to 
hate crime, including: 

 using  teaching   materials  which   help   pupils   to   understand  and  build  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43593/
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knowledge of the diverse cultures and faiths in modern Britain. 

 encouraging classroom debate, and giving pupils the opportunity to discuss 
topical issues, to challenge each other and themselves, and to build the 
resilience and critical thinking skills they need to challenge views which are 
unacceptable. 

 teaching in Citizenship to include preparing pupils to take their place in 
society as responsible citizens. 

 ensuring pupils are taught about safeguarding through teaching and 
learning opportunities as part of a broad and balanced curriculum - this may 
include covering relevant issues through personal, social, health and 
economic education (PSHE). 

In equipping pupils for life in modern, multi-cultural Britain, the Department wants 
to ensure that schools have access to good quality resources to support them. In 
January 2016, we launched the Educate Against Hate[1] website to provide 
practical advice to parents, teachers and school leaders on how to protect 
children from extremism and promote fundamental British values. The website 
includes resources to assist teachers to explore hatred and its consequences with 
their pupils and to develop their respect for diversity in their own cultural and 
religious traditions and in others. It also includes the Crown Prosecution Service’s 
resource packs for schools on hate crime. 
[1] http://educateagainsthate.com/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43752/  
 

Hate Crime 
The following five questions all received the same answer 

Paula Sherriff [43753] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps her Department has taken to identify areas that have higher than average levels of 
hate crime; and if she will provide additional resources for those areas. 
Paula Sherriff [43754] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps she is taking to ensure that police officers are trained to deal with hate crime. 
Paula Sherriff [43755] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
targets she has set the police relating to dealing with hate crime incidents. 
Paula Sherriff [43756] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether 
her Department provides specialist care for victims of hate crime; and if she will provide 
additional resources to deal with the rise in hate crime since the referendum on UK 
membership of the EU. 
Paula Sherriff [43758] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps she is taking to encourage reporting of hate crime incidents; and whether she plans 
to introduce new ways of reporting. 

Sarah Newton: The Government condemns all hate crimes and is committed to 
tackling these crimes in partnership with the communities affected. 
We have in place some of the strongest legislation to tackle hate crime in the 
world – this includes specific offences for racially and religiously aggravated 
activity and offences of the stirring up of hatred on the grounds of race, religion 
and sexual orientation. 
We also have stronger sentences for hate crime. We continue to carefully 
consider the recommendations from the Law Commission review into hate crime 
legislation. The Government has committed to taking action to improve our 
response to hate crime. 
This includes joint training between the police and Crown Prosecution staff to 
improve the way the police identify and investigate hate crime; building on the 
improvements to police recording of hate crime by working with the police to break 
down   religious-based   hate  crime  by  religion;   and  working  with  victims  and  
 

http://educateagainsthate.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43752/
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advocacy groups to improve victims confidence to come forward and report such 
crimes. 
The police are also improving their operational practices and recording. Last year, 
the College of Policing published Operational Guidance for officers responding to 
hate crime which comprehensively covers how to address all forms of hate crime. 
Hate crime statistics show number of crimes recorded by the police by force area. 
The decision as to how hate crime is resourced in individual forces is an 
operational matter for the Police and Crime Commissioner for that area. The latest 
police funding settlement represents a fair deal for the police and reinforces this 
Government’s commitment to protect the public. No Police and Crime 
Commissioner who maximised precept income is facing a reduction in cash 
funding this year. 
Police and Crime Commissioners are also responsible for commissioning local 
support services for victims of crime. The Ministry of Justice provides the 
Commissioner with a grant to enable services which best meet the needs of local 
victims of crime to be funded. 
The Home Office published a new hate crime action plan on 26 July 2016, which 
sets out Government action over the next four years to tackle hate crime. It 
includes: 

 new steps to boost reporting of hate crime and support victims; 
 new CPS guidance to prosecutors on racially aggravated crime; 
 a new £2.4 million fund for protective security measures at potentially 

vulnerable places of worship; 
 and additional funding to community organisations tackling hate crime. 

Nobody in this country should live in fear because of who they are and anyone 
who experiences hate crime should report it to the police, either in person at a 
police station, online through the True Vision website, or by phoning 101. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43753/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43754/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43755/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43756/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43758/  
 
 

Home Affairs Committee Anti-Semitism Inquiry 

Written evidence: 

The Conservative Party 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/36481.pdf  
 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/written/36485.pdf  
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Scottish Government 

First Minister Statement: Programme for Government 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/Speeches-Briefings/First-Minister-Statement-2a35.aspx 
 
A Plan For Scotland: The Scottish Government's Programme For Scotland 2016-17 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00505210.pdf 
 
 

Welsh Assembly Briefing 

The Wales Bill: Reserved Matters and their effect on the Assembly’s legislative 
competence 
http://www.assembly.wales/Research%20Documents/16-051/16-051-Web-English.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [43520] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether the UK Ambassador to Israel was asked to sign the letter, signed in July 
2016 by eight European ambassadors, to Israeli officials on the confiscation of EU-
funded structures and the displacement of 49 people in Jabal al Baba; and if he will make 
a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Ambassador to Israel was not asked to sign this letter. We 
understand that a group of international donors to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories Humanitarian Pooled Fund wrote to the Israeli authorities to note their 
concerns about confiscation of several humanitarian assistance projects. The UK 
is not part of this fund. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43520/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [43522] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
whether she has had discussions with her European counterparts on the letter signed in 
July 2016 by eight European Ambassadors to Israeli officials on the confiscation of EU-
funded structures in Jabal al Baba; and if she will make a statement. 

Reply from Rory StewartL I have not had discussions with my European 
counterparts about the letter regarding EU-funded structures, and the UK 
Ambassador to Israel was not asked to sign this letter. I understand that a group 
of international donors to the Occupied Palestinian Territories UN Humanitarian 
Pooled Fund wrote to the Israeli authorities to note their concerns about 
confiscation of several humanitarian assistance projects. The UK is not part of this 
fund. 
The UK remains extremely concerned at the large increase in demolitions and 
confiscations in the Occupied Palestinian Territories since the start of 2016, 
compared to the monthly average in 2015, and continues to raise this with the 
Israeli authorities.  Demolitions and the  evictions of Palestinians from their homes  
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/Speeches-Briefings/First-Minister-Statement-2a35.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00505210.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/Research%20Documents/16-051/16-051-Web-English.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43520/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43520/
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cause unnecessary suffering, are harmful to the peace process, and in all but the 
most exceptional of cases are contrary to international humanitarian law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43522/  
 

Palestinians: Capital Punishment 
Richard Burden [43598] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Palestinian authorities on reports that 
three death sentences were issued or upheld by Gaza Military Court on 19 July 2016; 
and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not raised this issue with the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
as the sentences were issued by the de-facto authorities in Gaza and the PA, at 
this present time, has no control over the Gaza Strip. However, the EU missions 
in Jerusalem and Ramallah issued a statement on 21 July condeming the death 
sentances, calling for the de facto authorities in Gaza to refrain from carrying out 
any executions of prisoners and comply with the moratorium on executions put in 
place by the PA. 
On 19 August, I issued a statement condemning the latest death sentence issued 
in Gaza on 17 August and also called on the de-facto authorities in Gaza to 
respect the PA’s moratorium on implementation of the death penalty. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-20/43598/  
 

The EU statement referred to above can be read at 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/libya/7287/the-eu-missions-in-jerusalem-and-ramallah-
condemn-death-sentences-issued-in--gaza_en 
 

The Foreign Office statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-ellwood-statement-on-death-sentence-
issued-in-gaza  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Patrick Grady [43828] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will issue a response to Early Day Motion 110, on Palestinian oil and gas 
reserves, tabled on 26 June 2016. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government believes that Israel must fulfil its obligations 
under the Oslo Accords, including through the exploration of shared natural 
resources. We continue to stress to the Israeli authorities the damage caused by 
its restrictions. I can assure you that the Government has long been of the view 
that easing restrictions, both on the movement of Palestinian people and goods 
internally and externally, and on access to natural resources, is an important step 
on the path to a two-state solution. 
The gas fields off the coast of Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories are a 
commercial matter. We remain in regular contact with British Gas, the Palestinian 
Authority and the Government of Israel about the exploration of offshore oil and 
gas. We also continue to follow the situation of oil exploration licenses in the 
Golan Heights closely. We have been clear that Israel must comply with its 
obligations under international law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-07-21/43828/ 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

James  Dornan:   Harassment   and  Intimidation   of  the  Lajee   Centre  –  That  the  
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Parliament condemns the reported harassment and intimidation by the Israeli 
Defence Forces in Palestine of the Lajee Centre, an organisation that provides aid to 
refugees and was a recipient of funds raised by fans of Celtic on the Match The Fine For 
Palestine webpage, and finds it both unacceptable and unjustifiable that the Israeli 
Defence Forces should act in what appears to be a vindictive manner towards an 
organisation that is providing aid to those who it considers are experiencing a 
humanitarian crisis due to military action taken by Israel. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01284&ResultsPerPage=10  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
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