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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East statement on settlement units in the West Bank 
Foreign Office minister, Tobias Ellwood, said: The UK is deeply concerned by reports that 
plans for over 450 new settlement units are being progressed in the northern West Bank. 
The increased pace of settlement advancement, including moves to retroactively approve 
unauthorised settlement units and outposts, fundamentally calls into question Israel’s 
commitment to the two-state solution. 
The Quartet Report laid out the damaging impact of Israel’s systematic policy of 
settlement construction and expansion in Area C of the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
and the parallel obstruction of Palestinian development. Once again, we urge Israel to 
cease its policy of settlement expansion, which is a barrier to peace. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-units-in-the-west-bank  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-01260 James Dornan: Congratulating Celtic Fans –That the Parliament 
congratulates the Celtic fans who, it understands, have raised almost £140,000 for 
Palestinian charities; considers that they continue to show overwhelming support to 
Palestinian people; understands that the money raised will support a medical charity and 
a refuge centre, and believes that such demonstrations of support continue to highlight 
public concern for the people of Palestine who face daily prejudice and persecution. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-01260&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

 

European Commission 

New settlements units in the occupied West Bank: Statement by the Spokesperson 
on the approval of new settlements units in the occupied West Bank 
The Israeli decision yesterday to endorse an additional 463 housing units in the occupied 
West Bank and to retroactively approve 179 existing units is a serious concern. Since 
January 2016,  Israeli authorities  have  promoted or retroactively legalised 2,706 units in  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-units-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-units-in-the-west-bank
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-01260&ResultsPerPage=10
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West Bank settlements. 
The Quartet report published last July identified such action as undermining the 
prospects for peace and steadily eroding the viability of the two-state solution and 
recommended that any expansion of settlements be frozen. The EU reiterates its strong 
opposition to Israel's settlement policy and all actions taken in this context. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/node/9195_en  
 
 

United Nations 

Security Council extends mandate of UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon 
The United Nations Security Council today unanimously extended the mandate of the UN 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), until the end of August 2017. 
Adopting resolution 2305, the Council also expressed concern at the limited progress 
made towards a permanent ceasefire, a decade after the adoption of resolution 1701, 
which helped end the 2006 war between Israel and the Lebanese group Hizbollah. … 
In its resolution, the 15-member body also asked UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in 
accordance with global peacekeeping best practices, to conduct a strategic review of the 
mission by February 2017 to help to ensure that it was appropriately configured to fulfil its 
mandated tasks. 
The Council urged all parties to make tangible progress towards a permanent ceasefire 
and urged the Government of Israel to “expedite the withdrawal of its military from 
northern Ghajar, in coordination with UNIFIL,” … 
In the resolution, the UN body also called on all parties to respect the safety of the 
mission and its personnel, and reiterated its call on Lebanon to complete its investigation 
into three separate attacks on UNIFIL convoys on 27 May, 26 July and 9 
December 2011, respectively, injuring a number of UN peacekeepers. 
… UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon welcomed the extension of UNIFIL’s mandate … 
“[However] calm should not be mistaken for progress on the remaining objectives of 
resolution 1701,” said Mr. Ban, according to a statement issued by his office. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54799   
 

The full text of Resolution 2305 can be read at 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12496.doc.htm  
 
International Media Seminar on Peace in Middle East Opens in Pretoria 
The 2016 International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East opened in Pretoria 
today, with well-known film-makers, journalists, politicians, academics and other experts 
exploring new ways to narrate the complex and evolving story of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. …  
Ebrahim Saley, Deputy Director General of Global Governance, Department of 
International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, said … the media had a 
responsibility to bring the “honest eyes and fair ears” of the international community on 
the ground.  Through the media, the world had a glimpse of the conditions affecting both 
sides of the conflict. …  
As the world prepared to commemorate 50 years of Israeli occupation of the West Bank, 
he said, the annual seminars aimed at sensitizing public opinion on the question of 
Palestine and on efforts — or lack thereof — to address the situation on the ground. … 
Karin Hernmarck Ahliny, Chargé d’affaires of the Embassy of Sweden, …  called for 
changes that would increase economic opportunities and empower Palestinian 
institutions, stressing that all acts of violence against civilians were despicable.  Only by 
addressing the underlying causes of the conflict would people in Israel and Palestine be 
able to live in dignity. …  
Leila Shahid, former Palestinian Ambassador  to the European Union,  …  [said] the Oslo  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/node/9195_en
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unifil/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1701(2006)
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38528
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39151
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https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54799
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12496.doc.htm
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Process … had failed because it had not been implemented.  While the mutual 
recognition and the step-by-step approach it offered to State-building was a “kosher” or 
“halal” solution, it had failed because five Israeli Governments, since Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, had carried out an “ostrich” policy.  And while the Palestinian Authority 
had seen there was no implementation, it had never demanded that Israel respected its 
commitment.  … In the fight against terrorism, Israel was seen as one of the good 
guys.  As such, a new narrative was needed. … 
Steven Friedman, Director, Centre for the Study of Democracy, University of 
Johannesburg, … [said] The more Israel’s impunity continued, the more Israeli politics 
had shifted in ways that made resolution impossible.  Today, senior Israelis talked about 
the birth of Israeli fascism. …  
Doctor Mashabane, Chief Director, United Nations Political, Peace and Security Unit in 
the Department of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, … [said] 
actions spoke to a broader effort to reduce the viability of a Palestinian State in favour of 
an Israeli Jewish one that could not be characterized as democratic. …  
Imad Burnat, film director of 5 Broken Cameras, … said the word “conflict” was a 
mistaken one, as Palestinians had no military or other armed forces.  He had lived his 
entire life under occupation.  There were not simply two sides fighting each other. …  
Tamar Yarom, film director of To See if I’m Smiling, … said she had been a soldier in the 
Israeli Defense Forces.  During the first intifada, she had been called to Gaza.  One 
night, a fellow soldier had brought her to a basement where a 60-year-old Palestinian 
man was tied to a generator, his face smeared with blood.  Her fellow soldiers were 
responsible. …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/pal2202.doc.htm  
 

Comedians, Political Satirists Debate Using Humour to Challenge 
Stereotypes, Improve Israeli-Palestinian Relations as Media Seminar Continues 
 Amid news in the mainstream media of suicide attacks, continued violence, hate speech 
and besieged areas, political satire could be used to challenge commonly held beliefs 
about conflict, speakers at the International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East 
said today, stressing its inherent value in promoting peace between Palestinians and 
Israelis. …  
Ilan Shefler, co-writer at Eretz Nehederet, a weekly satirical programme on Israeli 
television, said:  “We are living in the golden age of political satire.”  But, it had an inner 
conflict.  The goal was to create laughter.  Laughing about the occupation, however, 
could be dangerous in that “you feel like everything is okay”.  Satire could lose its 
effectiveness if it replaced more effective political acts, such as peaceful protests or 
voting. …  
Ahmed Shihab Eldin, senior correspondent at AJ+, described how the media landscape 
had changed in the last decade in terms of what made a story or reporter credible. … He 
was criticized heavily on the web for being a “Palestinian propagandist” and “humanizing 
Palestinians”.  In the United States, “if you cover the Israeli Government in a critical way, 
you’re immediately deemed anti-Semitic” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/pal2203.doc.htm  
 

Participants Debate How Virtual Reality Can Trigger Real ‘On-the-Ground’ Change 
in Israel, Palestine, as International Media Seminar Concludes 
… Ebrahim Saley, Deputy Director-General of Global Governance, Department of 
International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, said some could argue that the 
world was suffering from fatigue when discussing the question of Palestine.  “The 
international community cannot run away from being engaged,” he said.  Without a just 
and fair solution, “the world will always be assaulted by the grim reminders of the cruelty 
of a conflict in which the line between  right and wrong  becomes  invisible and  crimes of  
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dispossession, racism, anti-Semitism, collective punishment and apartheid become the 
norm.” … 
 Helen Adamo, new media production manager and creative technologist at Camera 
Lucida Productions … asked how much was known about combatants, why people 
continued to fight in wars that had persisted for generations and how they envisioned 
freedom.  In any ongoing conflict, it seemed impossible for one side to answer those 
questions for the other.  The Enemy, a virtual reality project she had helped to create and 
manage, challenged the views of both sides with the goal of humanizing the 
combatants.  The project director, a war photojournalist, had sought a new way to make 
audiences care — to think differently about war and to feel that their engagement 
mattered. …  
The goal was to expand people’s moral imagination by deploying new storytelling tools 
based in neuroscience.  The question to answer was:  “Could I be you if I was on the 
other side?” …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/pal2204.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
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