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Home Affairs 

Upper Tribunal (Tax and Chancery) 

Between John Nicholson and the Charity Commission for England and Wales 
7. Mr Nicholson and a number of his friends and colleagues have been and remain 
concerned about the existence and operation of the JNF Charities which are working in 
Israel. He and five others appealed to the First Tier Tribunal in relation to the 
Commission’s Registration Decision. The appeals were made on the basis that each of 
the Appellants were persons “who [are] or may be affected” by the Commission’s 
Registration Decision. As Principal Judge McKenna sets out at paragraph 3 of the First 
Tier Tribunal Preliminary Issue Decision, they described themselves as: “(i) tax payers 
whose tax is affected by charitable relief for these racist organisations; (ii) Jewish people 
whose contributions to the JNF “charities” were made unwittingly without knowledge that 
they had no entitlement to call themselves charitable; (iii) personal supporters (including 
financially) of Palestinians whose families have been displaced by JNF demolitions and 
replacement of their lands by “parks” for Israeli  recreation”. … 
9. In the Commission’s Responses in relation to all three appeals it stated that the 
Appellants had not established that they were persons who are or may be affected by the 
Commission’s Registration Decision. …  
Conclusions 
39. In my judgment, Mr Nicholson cannot be “a person ... affected by the decision” for the 
purposes of the 2011 Act …  
44. … It seems to me that in order to be affected by the decision, first the decision itself 
must relate to the person in some way. Secondly, the person’s legal rights must have 
been impinged or affected by the decision and to be a person who “may” be affected, 
there must be an identifiable impact on the person’s legal rights which is likely to occur … 
47. … in order to be affected a person’s rights need to have been altered or impinged by 
the decision itself in some way and in order to be someone who “may” be affected there 
must be an identifiable impact upon that person’s legal rights which is likely to occur. It is 
insufficient that he disagrees with the decision emotionally, politically or intellectually and 
as a result is affected emotionally and/or socially, however sincere his concerns. …  
55. Mr Nicholson relies upon the fact that the issue of whether the JNF Charities are in 
fact charitable is an important issue of considerable public interest; that he considers that 
the Commission has failed to address concerns effectively; and that in effect, he is 
representative of others. It seems to me that these factors whether taken together or 
separately amount to a further assertion that Mr Nicholson is a member of society with a 
particular concern which is shared by others  and may be described by  Mr Nicholson,  at  
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its highest as a matter of public interest. I have already held as did Principal Judge 
McKenna, in my judgment, quite rightly, that there is no public interest test which can be 
encompassed within the statutory phrase in question. … 
56. I do not consider that what Mr Nicholson describes as his representative status can 
affect his standing. … 
59. … I dismiss the appeal. 
To read the full decision see 
http://www.tribunals.gov.uk/financeandtax/Documents/decisions/nicholson-v-charity-
commission.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Water 
Andrew Smith [34541] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what representations the Government has made to the Israeli government on the 
confiscation near Qalqillhya on 7 May 2015 of 3,000 metres of water pipes funded by her 
Department as part of a project with the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation and the 
Palestinian Ministry of Ariculture. 

Desmond Swayne: The confiscated pipes have all been returned. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-19/34541/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
David Jones [34746] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on the planned 
demolition of the Palestinian settlements of Susiya and Umm al-Hiran. 

Tobias Ellwood: The British Embassy in Tel Aviv raises concerns with the Israeli 
Government on the issue of demolitions. Demolitions of Palestinian villages not 
only inflict unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, but are harmful to the 
peace process, and in all by the most exceptional of cases, are contrary to 
International Humanitarian Law. In regards to demolitions of Bedouin villages in 
green-line Israel such as Umm al-Hiran, a solution must respect the equality of all 
Israel’s citizens, and be consistent with Israel’s commitments under international 
law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34746/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Roger Godsiff [34839] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether the Government plans to raise the projected demolition of the villages of 
Susiya and Um Al Hiran with the government of Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised UK concerns with the Israeli 
Government on the issue of demolitions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34839/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tribunals.gov.uk/financeandtax/Documents/decisions/nicholson-v-charity-commission.pdf
http://www.tribunals.gov.uk/financeandtax/Documents/decisions/nicholson-v-charity-commission.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-19/34541/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-19/34541/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34746/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34746/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34839/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34839/


 3 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Deech [HL7413] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking 
to ensure that UK aid to Palestine is not given, directly or indirectly, to the families of 
suicide bombers or to convicted prisoners. 

Baroness Verma: UK aid to the Palestinian Authority (PA) is subject to rigorous 
scrutiny, with safeguards in place to ensure its being used for proper development 
purposes. Our financial assistance to the PA is used to pay the salaries of civil 
servant and pensioners. Our support is provided through a multi-donor trust fund 
administered by the World Bank, which carries out close monitoring of PA 
expenditure. Only named civil servants from a pre-approved EU list are eligible, 
and the vetting process ensures that our funds do not benefit terrorist groups. The 
process is subject to independent auditing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7413/  
 

Charities: Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL7481] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many Israeli 
government organisations have been given charitable status in the UK. 

Lord Bridges of Headley: In England and Wales the law requires charities to be 
independent in the way they operate and they must be set up with exclusively 
charitable purposes for the public benefit. This precludes from charitable status 
any organisations that are established to further the purposes of any non-charity, 
which would include a national government. 
Charity law is devolved in Scotland and Northern Ireland, but the requirements 
there are similar. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-11/HL7481/  
 
 

BBC re Naz Shah MP 

Naz Shah MP quits role over Israel post on Facebook 
A Labour MP has stepped down as an aide to the shadow chancellor over a Facebook 
post suggesting Israel should be moved to the United States. …  
The graphic said relocating Israel would be a "solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict", 
and that it would allow Palestinians to "get their life and their land back". … 
Labour confirmed she had stepped down as Parliamentary Private Secretary … to 
shadow chancellor John McDonnell. … 
… the MP said: "I made these posts at the height of the Gaza conflict in 2014, when 
emotions were running high around the Middle East conflict. "But that is no excuse for 
the offence I have given, for which I unreservedly apologise." … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-36142529 
 
 

Upper Tribunal (Tax and Chancery) 

See the “Home Affairs” section for a judgement relating to the registration of the JNF as a 
charity in England and Wales. 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Farm Produce (Labelling Requirements) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/farmproducelabellingrequirements.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf 
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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