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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Middle East 
6. David Mowat: What recent assessment he has made of the likelihood of a two-state 
solution in the Middle East. [904406] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): I visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
in February and I remain clear that a two-state solution is the only credible way to 
resolve the conflict. We continue to work closely with international partners to 
preserve the viability of the two-state solution and to encourage a return to 
meaningful negotiation. 

David Mowat: In 2016, there has been an acceleration of evictions and property 
destruction on the west bank. By these continuing actions, the Israeli Government are 
showing complete contempt for the notion of a two-state solution—a fact recognised by 
President Carter. When will the Government update UK policy to reflect reality on the 
ground in this area? 

Mr Ellwood: During my meetings with the Deputy Foreign Minister and indeed 
with the Prime Minister, I found that they remained committed to the two-state 
solution, but my hon. Friend is right to recognise that measures are being taken 
and events are taking place that seem to take us in another direction. We need to 
ensure that people are able to come back to the table, and that we are able to 
make progress. There is no other solution to this. We cannot continue with the 
status quo. 

Louise Ellman: Hezbollah is constructing a base in Syria to fire Iranian ballistic missiles 
into Israel. How seriously does the Minister regard that? 

Mr Ellwood: Again, the hon. Lady highlights the challenges that the region faces. 
We need to ensure that we work with the international coalitions to prevent such 
events from taking place. Iran is starting to take incremental steps towards greater 
responsibility in the region. Unless it is able to control Hezbollah and have an 
influence, we will see that this nuclear deal will mean little. 

Eric Pickles: There have recently been two initiatives in the region: the extension of 
fishing rights for Gazan fisherman with Israeli co-operation, and the naming of a 
basketball tournament after a terrorist who killed 36 people, including 12 children. Which 
of those two initiatives does the Minister think is more likely to bring about a two-state 
solution? 

Mr Ellwood:  My right hon.  Friend highlights the dilemma that we face.  We  need  
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grassroots initiatives on a low level such as extension of fishing rights, for which I 
have pressed for some time. Oil and gas reserves can be tapped into off Gaza, 
which will also help the economy. At the same time, basketball courts and, 
indeed, schools and streets are being named after terrorists, which does not 
suggest that the Palestinians are as serious as they should be. 

Richard Burden: The Minister will know that Israel is demolishing Palestinian homes and 
other structures at three times the rate at which it did so last year. I was in the region last 
week, with the hon. Members for Rochester and Strood (Kelly Tolhurst) and for Hazel 
Grove (William Wragg), and Lord Warner, and we saw that for ourselves. Given that a 
number of these structures are EU-supported and EU-funded, what are the Government 
going to do not simply to express concern but to hold Israel to account? What 
mechanisms are available to do so? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Gentleman highlights a challenge that we face. Britain has 
been working closely with Israel to change the approach that Israelis have taken 
on administrative detention. We have also funded and facilitated independent 
reports on the challenges that we face, and I raised this matter with the Deputy 
Foreign Minister, Tzipi Hotovely. I will continue to press Israel to move forward. 
Again, this takes us back —it is a retrograde step. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-
12/debates/16041234000017/MiddleEast  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Nigel Evans [32417] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, when 
the UK is joining the EU Consortium to support the construction of small-scale 
infrastructure in Area C; and whether such construction has received planning 
permission from the Israeli government. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK is committed to Palestinian development in Area C. 
We continue to urge the Government of Israel to develop improved mechanisms 
for zoning, planning and permitting in Area C for the benefit of the Palestinian 
population, including by facilitating local Palestinian participation in such 
processes. The UK has allocated £900,000 for the development of basic social 
infrastructure in areas which have an outline plan in the approval process, through 
an EU consortium. The EU consults with the local communities themselves and 
the Israeli authorities where necessary. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-23/32417/  
 

Israel: Detainees 
Tommy Sheppard [904414] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on 
the use of administrative detention in that country. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain concerned about Israel’s extensive use of 
administrative detention which, according to international law, should be used only 
when security makes this absolutely necessary. Officials regularly raise concerns 
about the treatment of administrative detainees with their Israeli counterparts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/904414/  
 

Gaza: Islamic State 
Andrew Percy [32583] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the influence of ISIS in Gaza. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-12/debates/16041234000017/MiddleEast
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-04-12/debates/16041234000017/MiddleEast
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-23/32417/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-23/32417/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/904414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/904414/
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Tobias Ellwood: We are concerned about the rise in the number of small Salafi 
groups in Gaza that sympathise or self-identify with Daesh. This highlights the 
urgent need for all the parties to reach an agreement that addresses the 
underlying causes of conflict in Gaza to restore security under the Palestinian 
Authority, and reduce the risk of radicalisation inside Gaza. We are monitoring the 
situation closely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/32583/  
 

Syria: Islamic State 
Andrew Percy [32582] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received of Hamas fighters joining ISIS in Syria. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not received any reports of Hamas fighters joining 
Daesh in Syria. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/32582/  
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Other Relevant Information 

ICM Unlimited /  Channel 4 

What Muslims really think 
http://www.icmunlimited.com/data/media/pdf/Mulims-full-suite-data-plus-topline.pdf  
 
 

Campaign Against Antisemitism 

British Muslims and Antisemitism 
https://antisemitism.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/British-Muslims-and-Antisemitism.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms 
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf  
 
The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/ 
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