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Home Affairs 

Home Affairs Select Committee 

Home Affairs Select Committee launches short inquiry on the rise of anti-Semitism 
The Home Affairs Select Committee has today agreed to carry out a short inquiry into 
anti-Semitism, looking at whether prejudice against the Jewish community has increased 
and the particular dangers facing Jewish people arising from terrorism.  
Rt Hon Keith Vaz MP, Chairman of the Committee, said: "There has been a clear and 
recognised upsurge in attacks against mosques and Muslim communities, but we are 
also seeing a disturbing rise in far-right extremist groups across Europe. 
We have heard concerns about an increase in prejudice and violence against Jewish 
communities. We will hold a short inquiry to examine this issue and invite interested 
parties to give evidence." 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/140412-anti-semitism-launch/  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Centre for Holocaust Education 
Keir Starmer [32322] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will make it her 
policy to provide long-term funding for the UCL Centre for Holocaust Education. 

Nick Gibb: Every young person should learn about the Holocaust and the lessons 
it teaches us today. In recognition of its significance, the Holocaust is the only 
historic event which is compulsory within the national curriculum. 
Since 2008, the Department for Education has funded UCL Institute of 
Education’s Centre for Holocaust Education which has seen more than 7,000 
teachers benefit from their programme since 2011. 
The Department has renewed the funding for 2016-17 and will continue to do all it 
can to promote, support and fund teaching of the Holocaust. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-23/32322/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinian Authority: Overseas Aid 
John Howell [32482] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
reports she has received on the use of aid disbursed to the Palestinian Authority for 
purposes related to terrorist activity. 

Desmond Swayne: UK direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) is used to pay the salaries of civil servant and pensioners. Our support is 
provided through a multi-donor trust fund administered by the World Bank, which 
carries out close monitoring of PA expenditure. Only named civil servants from a 
pre-approved EU list are eligible, and the vetting process ensures that our funds 
do not benefit terrorist groups. The process is subject to independent auditing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/32482/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andrew Percy [32581] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect of recent violence in Israel and the 
West Bank on relations in that region. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are deeply concerned by the recent violence in Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, which has had a negative impact on 
relations. Since the start of the current violence, Ministers and officials have 
spoken regularly to both the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority on 
the urgent need to de-escalate the tensions. The current violence underlines that 
a just and lasting resolution that ends the occupation and delivers peace for both 
Israelis and Palestinians is long overdue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/32581/  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
William Wragg [32661] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the prospects for the Middle East peace 
process. 

Tobias Ellwood: We remain focused on steps which will secure progress towards 
a two-state solution. We continue to believe that the best way to achieve this is 
through negotiations. We are in close consultation with international partners 
about what kind of renewed process might lead to progress. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-24/32661/ 
 
 

United Nations 

UN survey finds displaced Palestinian families in Gaza Strip live in desperate 
conditions 
More than 75,000 Palestinian families internally displaced in the Gaza Strip as a result of 
the 2014 escalation of hostilities continue to live in fraught conditions and are in need of 
homes, the United Nations relief coordination wing for the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
reported today. 
In a press release, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said it 
conducted an “unprecedented profiling exercise” of Palestinian families internally 
displaced in the Gaza Strip. … 
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According to the survey, more than 80 per cent of families borrowed money to get by in 
the past year, more than 85 per cent purchased most of their food on credit, and more 
than 40 per cent have decreased their consumption of food. 
In addition, some 62.5 per cent of internally displaced households reported that they are 
renting living space, including from extended family members, and nearly 50 per cent 
fear being evicted from their accommodations. 
The situation of women and girls is of particular concern, OCHA said. Many families 
report living in shelter conditions that are lacking in safety, dignity and privacy, including 
living in tents, makeshift shelters, destroyed houses, or the open air. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53656#.Vw0fTpN96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
 

No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  
 

Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms 
 
Procurement regulation in Wales (closing date 28 June 2016) 
http://gov.wales/docs/finance/consultation/160405-procurement-consultation-eng.pdf  
 
** The rise of anti-Semitism (closing date not yet announced) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-
committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/inquiry2/  
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