
 1 

 

31 March 2016 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Richard Burden [31430] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to his 
speech of 15 March 2016 to the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-
Semitism Conference, what legal changes he has made following a campaign led by 
Jewish Human Rights Watch. 

Dominic Raab: On 3 October 2015, the Minister for the Cabinet Office and the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government announced the 
Government’s position on boycott, divestment and sanctions, including legal 
changes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/  
 

The speech referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-eric-pickles-speech-at-the-inter-
parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-antisemitism-conference 
  

The announcement referred to above was reported at 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-34433313 
and the guidance can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/putting-a-stop-to-public-procurement-boycotts  
 

Anti-semitism 
Richard Burden [31769] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to his 
speech to the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism on 15 March 
2016, what legal changes he was referring to in that speech. 

Dominic Raab: I refer the honourable member to the answer given to 31430 on 
30th March 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-18/31769/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read immediately above, and at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-eric-pickles-speech-at-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-antisemitism-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-eric-pickles-speech-at-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-antisemitism-conference
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-34433313
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/putting-a-stop-to-public-procurement-boycotts
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-18/31769/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-18/31769/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31430/
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House of Commons Work and Pensions Committee 

Support for the bereaved 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmworpen/551/551.pdf  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

A definition of antisemitism 
As attacks across Europe and more broadly demonstrate, the problem of antisemitism 
continues to be a serious one. The UK works closely with our international partners to 
tackle antisemitism, and for this reason, the Government has recently supported the 
publication of a British Best Practice Guide to tackling antisemitism, available online 
here. 
Antisemitism continues to affect communities around the UK. The most recent 
Community Security Trust report recorded 924 individual incidents during the course of 
2015. The Government is committed to ensuring that British people of all faiths and 
ethnicities can live without fear of abuse or attack. 
One issue identified by international partners, is the absence of an agreed international 
definition of antisemitism. 
In the UK we use this definition of hate crime in general: 
Hate crimes and incidents are taken to mean any crime or incident where the 
perpetrator’s hostility or prejudice against an identifiable group of people is a factor in 
determining who is victimised. 
The UK Government’s overall policy is that it is up to the victim to determine whether a 
crime against them was motivated by any particular characteristics. This builds trust in 
the police among minority communities, and allows flexibility in our response. 
However, for those seeking a definition of antisemitism, the UK’s College of Policing does 
include a working definition of antisemitism in their guidance to police forces in the UK. 
The full guidance is available from their website here and the definition is reproduced in 
full here: 
Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward 
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish 
or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and 
religious facilities. 
In addition, such manifestations could also target the state of Israel, conceived as a 
Jewish collectivity. Antisemitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring to harm 
humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews for “why things go wrong.” It is expressed in 
speech, writing, visual forms and action, and employs sinister stereotypes and negative 
character traits. 
Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public life, the media, schools, the workplace, 
and in the religious sphere could, taking into account the overall context, include, but are 
not limited to: 

 Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or harming of Jews in the name of a 
radical ideology or an extremist view of religion. 

 Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about 
Jews as such or the power of Jews as collective — such as, especially but not 
exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish conspiracy or of Jews controlling the 
media, economy, government or other societal institutions. 

 Accusing Jews as a people of being responsible for real or imagined wrongdoing 
committed by a single Jewish person or group, or even for acts committed by non-
Jews. 

 Denying the fact, scope, mechanisms (e.g. gas chambers) or intentionality of the 
genocide of the Jewish people at the hands of National Socialist Germany and its  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmworpen/551/551.pdf
http://antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Combating-Antisemitism.pdf
http://antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Combating-Antisemitism.pdf
http://www.college.police.uk/What-we-do/Support/Equality/Documents/Hate-Crime-Operational-Guidance.pdf#search=antisemitism
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supporters and accomplices during World War II (the Holocaust). Accusing the 
Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust. 

 Accusing Jewish citizens of being more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged priorities of 
Jews worldwide, than to the interests of their own nations. 

Examples of the ways in which antisemitism manifests itself with regard to the State of 
Israel taking into account the overall context could include: 

 Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming that 
the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor. 

 Applying double standards by requiring of it a behavior not expected or demanded 
of any other democratic nation. 

 Using the symbols and images associated with classic antisemitism (e.g., claims 
of Jews killing Jesus or blood libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis. 

 Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis. 

 Holding Jews collectively responsible for actions of the state of Israel. 
However, criticism of Israel similar to that leveled against any other country cannot be 
regarded as antisemitic. Antisemitic acts are criminal when they are so defined by law 
(for example, denial of the Holocaust or distribution of antisemitic materials in some 
countries). 
Criminal acts are antisemitic when the targets of attacks, whether they are people or 
property – such as buildings, schools, places of worship and cemeteries – are selected 
because they are, or are perceived to be, Jewish or linked to Jews. 
Antisemitic discrimination is the denial to Jews of opportunities or services available to 
others and is illegal in many countries. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-definition-of-antisemitism  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

First release of Foreign Office files on Nazi persecution victims 
The National Archives today released the first tranche of Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office files relating to the compensation scheme set up for British victims of Nazi 
persecution during the Second World War. 
These files include many applications for compensation, and as such include descriptions 
of the conditions endured in concentration camps including Auschwitz and Bergen-
Belsen. 
Commenting on the file release Sir Eric Pickles MP, the UK Special Envoy for post-
Holocaust Issues said: It is absolutely crucial that these files are opened for public 
access. First hand accounts of time being held in concentration camps never lose their 
power to shock, as well as offering us an opportunity to deepen our understanding of the 
depravity of Nazi persecution, and understand more about how the systems functioned. 
The National Archives will release more files over the course of the next year but there is 
much more to do, both here in the UK and more widely. Still too many files remain hidden 
behind closed doors, and our understanding of Nazi persecution and the Holocaust will 
remain partial without total access to the full range of files from that period. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-release-of-foreign-office-files-on-nazi-
persecution-victims  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-definition-of-antisemitism
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-release-of-foreign-office-files-on-nazi-persecution-victims
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-release-of-foreign-office-files-on-nazi-persecution-victims
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European Commission 

Message of condolence from President Juncker on the passing away of Imre 
Kertész, survivor of the Holocaust and winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature 
I would like to pay tribute to the great Hungarian writer, Imre Kertész, who passed away 
this morning in Budapest. His life and his work are a testament to the human spirit. 
Kertész lived through the darkest years in Europe's history. He was only a teenager when 
he was sent to Auschwitz with thousands of Hungarian Jews, and saw for himself the 
depths of human depravity. He survived and then found the courage to write about his 
experience. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-1181_en.htm?locale=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Schools 
Maria Caulfield [32025] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether he has made representations to the Palestinian Authority on allegations 
of its schools naming sports tournaments after terrorists. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not raised this specific issue with the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). We regularly raise the issue of incitement with the PA. Most 
recently, on 9 March, our Consul General in Jerusalem met Prime Minister 
Hamdallah and raised our concerns on incitement. I also raised the issue with the 
PA during my visit on 17 February. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-21/32025/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Maria Caulfield [32026] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports his Department has received on the rebuilding by Hamas of its 
cross-border tunnel infrastructure into Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware of reports of Hamas rebuilding tunnels and we 
remain deeply concerned by Hamas' attempts to rearm and rebuild infrastructure, 
including the tunnel network in Gaza. Any Hamas rearmament undermines efforts 
to improve the situation in Gaza and harms prospects for peace and stability in 
the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-21/32026/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andy Slaughter [32092] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on settlement 
activity in the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office issued a statement on 
16 March condemning the Government of Israel's decision to expand settlements 
in the West Bank. 
On 18 February, during my visit to Israel, I discussed the issue of settlements with 
Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, reiterating the UK's position. Our 
Embassy regularly  raises  this  issue with the Israeli authorities,  making clear the  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-1181_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-21/32025/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-21/32025/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-21/32026/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-21/32026/
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UK’s firm and consistent opposition to illegal construction of settlements. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-22/32092/ 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6973] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the reported raids on Palestinian 
homes on 1 March. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-14/HL6973/  
 

Gaza: Overseas Aid 
Lord Hylton [HL7205] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the reply by Lord 
Gardiner of Kimble on 17 March (HL Deb, col GC297), whether they will provide a 
breakdown of the £45 million spent in Gaza since October 2014. 

Baroness Verma: In October 2014, the UK pledged £20 million in early recovery 
assistance at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in Cairo. This included funding 
for reconstructive surgery and rehabilitation for those injured, clearance of 
unexploded ordnance, short term employment schemes, shelter and basic 
services, support to the private sector to reopen factories and businesses, funding 
for the UN’s new construction materials monitoring mechanism, technical 
assistance and direct support to the Palestinian Authority. The UK has disbursed 
this pledge in its entirety. Since then the UK has provided more than £25 million of 
additional support to Gaza for a range of activities, including basic service delivery 
and further support to the private sector. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7205/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-03-
17/debates/1603171000505/OccupiedPalestinianTerritoriesDevelopment#contribution-
1603171000253  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Lord Hylton [HL7206] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the reply by Lord 
Gardiner of Kimble on 17 March (HL Deb, col GC298), how much new employment has 
followed the expenditure of £349 million by the Department for International Development 
for Palestinian economic development between 2011 and 2015. 

Baroness Verma: DFID’s support to the Occupied Palestinian Territories is 
delivering a range of results including enrolment of children in primary school, 
improvements to maternal health-care, humanitarian assistance and legal 
assistance to Palestinians at risk of eviction from their land. As part of this 
support, between 2011 and 2015, DFID provided over £3 million to the Facility for 
New Market Development Programme and Palestinian Market Development 
Programme, which has helped businesses expand into new markets and 
products, and supported the creation of over 2800 new jobs. DFID also provided 
£2 million to the UN Relief and Works Agency’s which supported the creation of 
over 45,000 short-term jobs for Palestinians in Gaza who have been affected by 
movement and access restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7206/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-22/32092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-22/32092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-14/HL6973/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-14/HL6973/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7205/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7205/
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-03-17/debates/1603171000505/OccupiedPalestinianTerritoriesDevelopment#contribution-1603171000253
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-03-17/debates/1603171000505/OccupiedPalestinianTerritoriesDevelopment#contribution-1603171000253
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-03-17/debates/1603171000505/OccupiedPalestinianTerritoriesDevelopment#contribution-1603171000253
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7206/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-21/HL7206/
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Comment by the Spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Rupert Colville, on the killing of a Palestinian man in Hebron 
We are extremely concerned about the apparent extra-judicial execution of a Palestinian 
man in the occupied West Bank on Thursday 24 March. … 
We note the news that the Israeli authorities subsequently launched an investigation into 
this very disturbing incident. We also note they have detained the soldier involved in the 
shooting and a military court has been questioning him. A prompt, thorough, transparent 
and independent investigation is essential. 
We are concerned this killing may not be a lone incident: a disturbing number of 
Palestinians -- reportedly more than 130 in all -- have been killed in recent months during 
or after attacks on Israeli civilians and members of the security forces, during which 28 
Israelis have been killed. 
This is not the first incident to be captured on video that raises concerns of excessive use 
of force.  A major concern is that such cases appear not to have been systematically 
subjected to criminal investigations. … 
We would also like to remind the Israeli authorities of their duty to protect the man who 
filmed the incident from the roof of a nearby building. Some reports say he and his family 
are being intimidated, and he has even been threatened with legal action. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18540&LangID
=E 
 
Hebron killing: “All the signs of an extrajudicial execution” – UN expert expresses 
outrage 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, 
Christof Heyns today expressed his outrage at the killing of a Palestinian man by an 
Israeli soldier on 24 March in Hebron, West Bank, as he laid incapacitated on the ground 
following his alleged role in a knife attack. … 
“The images shown carry all the signs of a clear case of an extrajudicial execution,” the 
human rights expert stressed. “There does not appear to be any provocation on the side 
of the gravely wounded man.” 
“Whatever legal regime one applies to the case, shooting someone who is no longer a 
threat is murder. It is furthermore troublesome that this was done to no apparent alarm to 
the other soldiers who were nearby,” Mr. Heyns said. 
The Special Rapporteur expressed further concern at the decision of the medical 
personnel on the scene to ignore Mr. Abed al-Fatah al-Sharif and attend only to the 
injured Israeli soldier, who had sustained light injuries. … 
“The current cycle of provocation and retaliation has to stop. Political leaders on both 
sides have an obligation to condemn the killings and to ensure accountability,” the 
human rights expert stated. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18544&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18540&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18540&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18544&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18544&LangID=E
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  

TOP 
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