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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Roger Godsiff [31460] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the 
Answer of 14 March 2016 to Question 27469, what representations she has received on 
whether the admissions criteria employed by religiously selective schools are sufficiently 
clear for parents to be able to understand them; and if she will make a statement. 

Nick Gibb: As part of our current review of the School Admissions Code, we are 
considering whether changes need to be made to address some of the issues 
highlighted by the Schools Adjudicator. The School Admissions Code requires 
that the oversubscription criteria of all state-funded schools, including schools with 
a religious character, are reasonable, clear, objective, and procedurally fair. 
Schools operating faith-admission arrangements must ensure that parents can 
easily understand how any faith-based criteria will be reasonably satisfied. 
Parents should be able to look at a set of arrangements and understand easily 
how places for that school will be allocated. 
If parents consider arrangements are unclear or unfair they can object to the 
Schools Adjudicator. 
Officials regularly meet with a range of stakeholders to discuss admissions policy. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31460/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Sir Eric Pickles speech at the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating 
Antisemitism Conference 
… As part of trying to understand what’s necessary for this, the Imperial War Museum 
invited me to look around their exhibition, which they are about to revamp. I was looking 
around, and there are various objects there relating to the build up to the Shoah, and I 
came across something, about the size of a drinks coaster. It would be handed to 
somebody, and it said this: ‘You have been seen going in to a Jewish shop. No true 
German would support a Jewish shop’. 
In other words, a boycott on Jewish goods. So what’s the difference between that, and 
the BDS campaign? 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31460/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-16/31460/
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The answer is very straight forward – time. There’s nothing complicated to it, it’s the 
same thing happening 70 years later. It’s the same ideology, it’s the same language, it’s 
the same threats. After all the BDS picket and threaten people who are trading with Israel 
– it’s the same thing. 
The only difference between now and 70 years ago, is that bigots don’t have to get out of 
bed. Seventy years ago, they had to buy themselves some whitewash and a bucket, they 
had to go down the street and paint all this anti-Jewish language. Now, they can do it 
from the comfort of their own home. They don’t even have to move the duvet to do it. …  
It is unacceptable, for citizens of any European country not to be able to walk the streets 
without fearing abuse or something more serious. And it is a dereliction of duty by 
Governments to allow this to go on unchecked. 
It’s clear to me that the broader problem of tackling extremism in our society cannot be 
advanced without integrating antisemitism into that policy. Antisemitism and extremism 
are like DNA, they run together. You can’t come up with a coherent policy relating to one, 
without tackling the other. 
Now Michael Gove spoke earlier about the number of incidents in Britain, 924 last year, a 
drop from almost 1,200 the year before. Absolutely we need to understand that these 
incidents are not often violent – we understand that – but there is a coarseness, there is 
a nastiness, that didn’t exist in the United Kingdom twenty years ago. …  
One young lad came past, very smart, wearing a Kippur, and the chant went up: ‘Hey you 
not-very-nice-description-of-a-Jew, why don’t you go back to Auschwitz, why don’t you 
go up the chimney?’ 
This is Britain! I couldn’t believe it. And there were our policemen, just standing by. That 
is unacceptable. 
When a Jewish person can’t walk in to a political conference, without fear of being spat at 
and abused, then there is something deeply wrong in society. …  
It’s important that communities not only see Government tackling antisemitism, but that 
the community can also raise concerns. We have a very high level of data sharing, 
between community organisations and the police, who take issues extremely seriously. 
We’ve been talking about the working definition, relating to the state of Israel, but our 
police have already adopted that working definition, and we’ve found it extremely useful 
in order to be able to define incidents of antisemitism. 
We’ve taken those lessons that we’ve learnt in terms of fighting antisemitism, to also 
apply them to those seeking to persecute Muslim groups. We’ve used the same 
techniques, the same definitions, and we’ve found it was very easily transferable, and all 
this would have been very difficult to set up without the active work of the British Jewish 
community. …  
With 900 reports of antisemitic incidents in a single year, antisemitism continues to 
present a real problem, particularly on our university campuses, often under the cover of 
opposition to Israel. 
Of course, we need to preserve freedom of speech, but we also need to ensure that 
Jewish students can get an education without fear. The internet is too often a place 
where bigots can give free rein to their dreadful and abhorrent opinions. …  
We need to continually work to combat antisemitism, and its new disguises and means of 
expression. … 
do not be seduced with the idea that education is the cure to antisemitism. If it was, there 
wouldn’t be a problem. There has been lots of very good education in dealing with 
antisemitism over the last 70 years. The lesson of Auschwitz itself is a brutal piece of 
education. 
But antisemities are completely immune to education, to facts and to tolerance. They live 
by bigotry, so while education can be a good foundation, constant vigilance is required. 
Antisemitism is like the cockroaches that creep out from under the oven after 
Armageddon. It will always be with us. We must always be vigilant, and we must not 
allow free speech to masquerade as a defence to this wicked, evil, doctrine. … 
To read the full transcript see 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-eric-pickles-speech-at-the-inter-
parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-antisemitism-conference  
 

 

Scottish Government 

Race equality 
… A new race equality framework sets out a path for a fair and just society, free from 
discrimination and inequality for Scotland’s minority ethnic communities. 
Marco Biagi, Minister for Local Government and Community Empowerment … said: “… 
Equality is part of the aspiration and ambition we have for Scotland. We want Scotland to 
be a fair and just, in which all can participate, flourish and benefit and where we work 
together to build a country where people across every ethnicity share a common sense 
of purpose and belonging. 
“There is no place for racism in our vision for Scotland, and the Race Equality Framework 
has been developed with an understanding of the urgent need to avoid and eradicate 
institutional racism wherever it is found. 
“The Race Equality Framework for Scotland sets out how Scottish Government will show 
leadership in advancing the actions and progress this ambition over a fifteen year period 
from 2016 to 2030 and we look forward to working with partners to make this a reality.” 
… 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Race-equality-2443.aspx 
 
Race Equality Framework for Scotland 2016-2030 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0049/00497601.pdf 
 
 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 

Scotland – No Place for Prejudice 
The Lord Advocate, Chief Constable and First Minister will today unite to send a powerful 
message of support to immigrants who settle in Scotland that the country will not tolerate 
prejudice against them or any other community. Frank Mulholland QC, Philip Gormley 
and Nicola Sturgeon will reassure those who have chosen to make Scotland their home 
that the country has some of the toughest hate crimes legislation in the world and urged 
them to have confidence in law enforcement agencies to investigate and where there is 
sufficient evidence, prosecute those who commit such crimes. … 
Speaking ahead of a joint Crown Office/Police Scotland conference on hate crime Mr 
Mulholland said: “… Although racial crime remains the most commonly reported hate 
crime it is at it’s the lowest level for over 10 years which is a welcome step in the right 
direction.  
"Our ultimate aim is to eradicate offending of this nature altogether and with the help of 
the public we can achieve that. … 
“There is absolutely no place for prejudice in Scotland for individuals who commit racist 
crimes or any other crimes motivated by prejudice towards a person’s religion, sexual 
orientation, disability or transgender identity.” 
Philip Gormley QPM, Chief Constable of Police Scotland also reinforced the message 
saying: “Prejudice has no place in Scotland in 2016. Hate crimes spurred by prejudice, 
intolerance and ignorance will be tackled by everyone working as one. 
“Scotland’s diverse communities have a justifiably proud reputation as welcoming and 
safe. Police Scotland will actively target the small minority of individuals who seek to 
marginalise and isolate others on the basis of their actual or presumed sexual 
orientation, transgender identity, disability, race or religion. … 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-eric-pickles-speech-at-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-antisemitism-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-eric-pickles-speech-at-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-antisemitism-conference
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Race-equality-2443.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0049/00497601.pdf
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First Minister Nicola Sturgeon gave a reassuring message to those fleeing persecution 
and arriving in Scotland. 
“There’s simply no excuse for any form of hate crime in Scotland and it will never be 
tolerated. … 
“This country has a long and proud history of building a multi-cultural society through 
welcoming people of all nationalities, including those seeking refuge and asylum from 
war and terror elsewhere, and this diversity is Scotland’s strength. 
“That is why it is so important we stand shoulder-to-shoulder with police, prosecutors and 
voluntary organisations alike to send a strong message that there is no place in Scotland 
for prejudice.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1272-scotland-no-place-for-
prejudice 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Overseas Aid 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Baroness Tonge [HL6752] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what has been the total 
financial commitment by the UK to Gaza since fighting ceased in 2014. 
Baroness Tonge [HL6753] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what percentage of the 
UK financial commitment to Gaza since fighting ceased in 2014 has been spent, and on 
what. 

Baroness Verma: The UK provided more than £17 million in immediate 
humanitarian assistance for those affected by the Gaza conflict in the summer of 
2014. In October 2014, the UK pledged a further £20 million in early recovery 
assistance at the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in Cairo. The UK has 
disbursed this pledge in its entirety. Since then the UK has provided more than 
£25 million of additional support to Gaza for a range of activities, including basic 
service delivery and support to the private sector. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6752/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6753/  
 

Gaza: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Tonge [HL6754] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what further plans they 
have to assist reconstruction in Gaza, and what is the timescale and financial 
commitment for that further assistance, if any. 

Baroness Verma: As part of its Bilateral Aid Review, DFID is in the process of 
agreeing future multi-year support for Palestinian development, which will include 
support for Gaza. This will include access for reconstruction materials, basic 
service delivery, support to the private sector and assistance for the most 
vulnerable. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6754/  
 

 
 

http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1272-scotland-no-place-for-prejudice
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1272-scotland-no-place-for-prejudice
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6752/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6752/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6753/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6753/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6754/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6754/
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Gaza: Visits Abroad 
Baroness Tonge [HL6755] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about allowing visits of parliamentarians to Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We do not make representations on behalf of 
British nationals, including parliamentarians, wishing to travel to Gaza. 
Parliamentarians should be aware that at this time the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office advises against all travel to Gaza. Entry and exit from 
Gaza is difficult and can, at times, be impossible. Entry is through either Israel, 
with permission from the Israeli authorities, or Egypt, with permission from the 
Egyptian authorities (although this border has been closed almost entirely since 
October 2014). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6755/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6756] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the continued withholding of the bodies 
of Palestinians killed by Israeli forces, and whether they have determined why those 
bodies have been kept for so long. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have raised the withholding of bodies of 
suspected perpetrators of terrorist attacks on a number of occasions, at senior 
levels in the Israel National Security Council and with the Israel Defence Forces 
since the increase in violence in October. 
We continue to urge both the Israelis and Palestinians to maintain calm and 
refrain from taking actions which could make peace more difficult to achieve. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6756/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6757] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning unexploded ordnance left after 
military training close to Palestinian property. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made any representations to the 
Israeli authorities on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6757/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL6838] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what response 
they have made to the plans announced by the government of Israel in January to 
appropriate further tracts of agricultural land in the West Bank for illegal settlement 
building. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, the Foreign Secretary, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), issued a press statement on 22 
January to express concern at the Government of Israel’s decision to declare 385 
acres of land in the West Bank ‘as state land’. 
The UK’s position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under international law, 
present an obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two-state solution. 
We will continue to raise our objections to settlements with the Israeli government. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), 
expressed concern in public comments and in the House of Commons at the 
Government of Israel’s decision of 6 January to approve the extension of the 
Gush Etzion settlement. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6755/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6755/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6756/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6756/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6757/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6838/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-comments-on-israeli-
governments-decision-to-declare-385-acres-of-land-in-the-west-bank-as-state-land 
 

Israel: West Bank 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL6839] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what response 
they have made to recent UN figures that, between 1 January and 2 March, Israel has 
demolished 121 structures in the occupied West Bank funded partly or fully by 
international donors compared to 108 such demolitions during 2015; and whether they 
have raised that issue with the government of Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government is extremely concerned by 
reports that there has been a large increase in demolitions since the start of 2016, 
compared to the monthly average in 2015. We are also concerned at the increase 
in the demolition of structures funded partly or fully by international donors. Our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concerns on demolitions with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6839/  
 

Iran: Israel 
Baroness Deech [HL6903] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Iran following the announcement by the Iranian 
Ambassador to Lebanon that Iran will pay $7,000 to the families of suicide bombers and 
other terrorists who die in the process of attacking any Israeli. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We raised the issue of payments to families of 
suicide bombers with the Iranian government, and are seeking clarification over 
the reported remarks about providing funds to the families of suicide bombers. We 
condemn any support for groups which pursue an ideology of violence that 
directly undermines the prospects for peace in the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-10/HL6903/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL6923] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the death of 
an American tourist and the wounding of several citizens by a Palestinian in Tel Aviv on 7 
March, whether they will press the leadership of the Palestinian Authority to condemn 
that, and other similar incidents, and to reduce incitement to violence. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We regularly urge the Palestinian leadership to 
do more to condemn violence. Most recently our Consul General in Jerusalem 
had a meeting on 9 March with Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Hamdallah 
where we raised our concerns on incitement. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood), issued a 
press statement on 9 March following the recent increase in violence, condemning 
the attacks on civilians in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
We regularly raise incitement with the Palestinian Authority, and have urged key 
figures to encourage calm and condemn violence. We continue to support the 
reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee on Incitement as the appropriate 
channel to deal with allegations of incitement from either side. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-10/HL6923/  
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6838/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6838/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-comments-on-israeli-governments-decision-to-declare-385-acres-of-land-in-the-west-bank-as-state-land
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-comments-on-israeli-governments-decision-to-declare-385-acres-of-land-in-the-west-bank-as-state-land
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6839/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6839/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-10/HL6903/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-10/HL6903/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-10/HL6923/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-10/HL6923/
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The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts  
 

Cyprus: Politics and Government 
Lord Maginnis of Drumglas [HL6779] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of whether President Anastasiades’ approach to President 
el-Sisi on the basis of strategic military co-operation, to President Putin on similar issues, 
and to Israel on oil exploration, while claiming commitment to bilateral negotiations with 
Turkish Cypriots are a contravention of that procedure. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: It is for the Republic of Cyprus to decide on its 
external relations. Given the threats facing the Eastern Mediterranean, the need 
for improved co-operation across the whole region remains crucial. A Cyprus 
settlement would provide an important boost for regional stability. The UK 
commends President Anastasides and Mr Akinci for their positive leadership in 
the Cyprus settlement talks. As the Foreign Secretary, my Rt Hon. Friend the 
Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), made clear during his 
visits to Cyprus last year, the UK will continue to do whatever we can to support 
the efforts of both communities, and their leaders, to seize the historic opportunity 
that exists to reunite Cyprus. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6779/  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council discusses human rights situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian and Arab Territories 
… State of Palestine, speaking as a concerned country, expressed displeasure because 
of Israel’s refusal to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur and grant him access to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories.  Israel continued to violate international human rights 
and humanitarian laws. … 
Israel, a concerned country, was not present in the room to take the floor. … 
Speakers called on Israel to fully cooperate with the Special Rapporteur and other United 
Nations human rights mechanisms.  Some delegations expressed reservations about the 
mandate, which was in charge with reporting only on human rights violations committed 
by the Israeli side.  One speaker regretted the proliferation of reports and resolutions on 
Israel as an unfortunate waste of the Council’s resources, calling for the nomination of a 
new Special Rapporteur who would be fair and balanced rather than one-sided. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18496&LangID
=E  
  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-violence-in-israel-and-opts
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6779/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-07/HL6779/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18496&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18496&LangID=E
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

States should sanction the use of hate speech, while safeguarding freedom of 
expression, says Council of Europe anti-racism commission 
Encouraging speedy reactions by public figures to hate speech, promoting self-regulation 
of media, raising awareness of the dangerous consequences of hate speech, 
withdrawing financial and other support from political parties that actively use hate 
speech and criminalising its most extreme manifestations, while respecting freedom of 
expression, are among the general policy recommendations issued today by the Council 
of Europe’s anti-racism commission. … 
Hate speech is based on the unjustified assumption that a person or a group of persons 
are superior to others; it incites acts of violence or discrimination, thus undermining 
respect for minority groups and damaging social cohesion. This is why governments 
must resolutely and urgently react to hate speech, ECRI says. 
In many instances, the most appropriate and effective approach to tackling hate speech 
can be self-regulation by public and private institutions, media and the Internet industry, 
such as the adoption of codes of conduct accompanied by sanctions for non-compliance. 
When necessary, the deletion of hate speech from web materials, disclosing the identity 
of hate speech users, and the obligation of media to publish acknowledgments that 
something they ran constitutes hate speech should be required. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/212_2016_03_21_GPR1
5_en.asp  
 
ECRI general policy recommendation no. 15 on combating hate speech 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/GPR/EN/Recommendation_N15/REC-
15-2016-015-ENG.pdf 
 
 

United Nations 

'Assault on one minority community is attack on all,' Ban says on Day to eliminate 
racism 
… Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged increased global efforts towards that aim 
and declared that “an assault on one minority community is an attack on all.” …  
“The world has undoubtedly come a long way in ensuring equal rights and non-
discrimination” in the past 15 years, the UN chief said in a message … “Yet we have not 
yet done enough,” he stressed, adding: “Today we are witnessing a surge of intolerance, 
racist views and hate-driven violence.” …  
In these tumultuous times, it is imperative to stand up for rights and dignity for all, and for 
diversity and pluralism, and speak out against anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim bigotry and 
other forms of hate, he urged. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53501#.VvFXQ2R94qI  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council holds panel discussion on the incompatibility between 
democracy and racism 
Kate Gilmore Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, said that there was a 
resurgence of movements expressing racial,  religious,  national or  ethnic hatred, finding  
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/212_2016_03_21_GPR15_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/212_2016_03_21_GPR15_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/GPR/EN/Recommendation_N15/REC-15-2016-015-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/GPR/EN/Recommendation_N15/REC-15-2016-015-ENG.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/2016/sgmessage.shtml
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53501#.VvFXQ2R94qI
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their echo in political voices publicly advocating xenophobia.  National newspapers had 
indulged in stigmatising refugees and migrants, Parliamentarians had blogged against 
Jews, and campaigners had devised political posters depicting a black sheep being 
kicked out by a white one.  In the wake of the migration crisis, leaders had declared that 
only people from a certain religion needed apply for residency, hence fuelling 
Islamophobia. … 
Arab Commission for Human Rights drew attention to the situation of the Palestinian 
people in Israel, which had pursued a policy of apartheid and refused to give citizenship 
to Arabs.  Arab citizens in Israel were also prohibited from carrying out political activities. 
…  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18480&LangID
=E  
 
Human Rights Council holds debate on the state of racial discrimination worldwide 
… speakers uniformly condemned racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 
intolerance in all forms. … The role of stress factors such as economic insecurity in 
driving a perceived growth in racism was noted by several delegations. … 
World Jewish Congress said that anti-Semitism was as present as ever, and should be 
better addressed by the Council and its Special Procedures.  A society where people 
were dehumanized could lead to atrocities.  Arab Commission for Human Rights said 
that Arab-Palestinian citizens in Israel suffered from discrimination both in law and in 
practice with regard to citizenship or access to land.  They were denied formal minority 
status and their collective rights. … International Lawyers’ Organization referred to 
abuses against the Arab population and African migrants at the hands of Israel … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18483&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160321-
0001.htm#16032110000507  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18480&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18480&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18483&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18483&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160321-0001.htm#16032110000507
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160321-0001.htm#16032110000507
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House of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/153/hcb153.1-6.html  
 

Explanatory Notes on House of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-2016/153/en/16153Scotland.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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