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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Higher Education: Antisemitism 
Bob Blackman [28093] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, what steps he is taking with university vice chancellors to encourage action to 
prevent threats of physical violence against Jewish students and connected parties. 

Joseph Johnson: There is no place in our society, including higher education, for 
bigotry, hatred and any form of racism such as anti-Semitism. We expect 
universities to act swiftly to investigate and address any anti-Semitic incidents 
reported to them. 
Responsibility for ensuring students do not face harassment, abuse or violence 
rests with individual institutions, as a clear part of their duties under the 2010 
Equality Act. 
The higher education sector is committed to tackling discrimination and 
challenging intolerance on campus. Bodies such as Universities UK (UUK), Guild 
HE and the Equality Challenge Unit provide support to institutions to help 
discharge their responsibilities through the provision of practical guidance, 
discussion and networking events to help share best practice across the sector. 
In addition, at the request of the Government, UUK have set up a task force to 
consider what more can be done to address harassment on campus, including on 
the basis of religion and belief. The Union of Jewish Students are part of the wider 
advisory group. 
It was extremely disappointing that a recent event organised by the Kings College 
Israel Society was disrupted by aggression and violent scenes. Kings College 
have undertaken a review of what happened and have implemented some 
changes to their procedures as a result. It is completely unacceptable for 
legitimate free speech to be shut down on our universities campuses through 
intimidation and harassment and we will continue to fully support university 
leaders who take a strong stance on this. 
I recently wrote to the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford to raise my concerns about 
reports of anti-Semitic behaviour by members of the Oxford University Labour 
Club and to reiterate that universities have a clear responsibility to ensure the 
safety of all their students and to seek her reassurance that the allegations are 
being fully investigated. 
The  Prevent  Duty,  introduced  in  September  2015,  requires  institutions  to risk  
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assess events and speakers and put in place whatever mitigation is required to 
ensure that events are protected from those trying to prevent free speech. It is 
important that universities protect the core values of freedom of speech and 
academic enquiry but also take seriously the risks associated with any form of 
extremism at universities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/28093/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Baroness Deech [HL6686] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the reported rise in anti-Semitism in the UK, in particular at universities, 
and what action they plan to take to tackle anti-Semitism in the light of that assessment. 

Baroness Evans of Bowes Park: There is no place in our society, including 
higher education, for bigotry, hatred and any form of racism such as anti-
Semitism. We expect universities to act swiftly to investigate and address any 
anti-Semitic incidents reported to them. 
Responsibility for ensuring students do not face harassment, abuse or violence 
rests with individual institutions, as a clear part of their duties under the 2010 
Equality Act.  
The higher education sector is committed to tackling discrimination and 
challenging intolerance on campus. Bodies such as Universities UK (UUK), Guild 
HE and the Equality Challenge Unit provide support to institutions to help 
discharge their responsibilities through the provision of practical guidance, 
discussion and networking events to help share best practice across the sector. 
In addition, at the request of the Government, UUK have set up a task force to 
consider what more can be done to address harassment on campus, including on 
the basis of religion and belief. The Union of Jewish Students are part of the wider 
advisory group. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-03/HL6686/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Lord Storey [HL6796] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they have 
given to limiting the proportion of places that schools can allocate using religious 
admissions criteria, in line with the cap that currently exists for free schools. 

Lord Nash: The Government greatly values the contribution that existing church 
and faith schools play in our education system, including those of free schools, 
and we have no plans to change their admission arrangements since they are 
providing places for the communities they serve. 
Not all faith schools choose to allocate places by faith. It is for the admission 
authority of the school to decide whether or not to include faith-based priorities 
within their oversubscription criteria. 
When constructing faith-based oversubscription criteria, including deciding how 
membership or practice of the faith will be determined, admission authorities must 
have regard to the guidance of their relevant religious authority and their 
arrangements must comply with the statutory School Admissions Code. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6796/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Lord Warner [HL6879] To ask  Her  Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/28093/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/28093/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-03/HL6686/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-03/HL6686/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6796/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-08/HL6796/
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by Lord Nash on 8 March (HL6382), in how many religiously selective schools the 
Schools Adjudicator has found admission arrangements that do not comply with the 
Schools Admissions Code in each of the last three 12 month periods for which 
information is available; how those numbers compare with all schools for the same 
periods; and what recommendations the Chief Schools Adjudicator has made to the 
Department for Education about remedying breaches by religiously selective schools. 

Lord Nash: The Department does not hold data about the outcome of objections 
considered by the Schools Adjudicator in this format. 
The Chief Schools Adjudicator reports annually to the Secretary of State on fair 
access. We are giving careful consideration to the findings and recommendations 
of her report for 2014-15 as part of our current review of the School Admissions 
Code. This report is attached. 
We will be conducting a full public consultation in due course. 
Schools Adjudicator Annual Report 2014-15 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-09/HL6879/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6382/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Religious Education 
Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
provide guidance to teachers of religious, moral and philosophical studies on Islam 
and Islamaphobia. (S4O-5673) 

Alasdair Allan: Through Education Scotland we provide support materials and 
resources which offer guidance to teachers on Islam and many other religions. 
These are available on the Education Scotland website. For example, 
Education Scotland has worked with the Muslim Council of Scotland support 
professional learning around Islam and to run 'Glow meets' for children, young 
people and practitioners which have allowed participants to engage with Muslims 
to learn more about their culture and beliefs directly. We also take very seriously 
the need to support schools to tackle Islamophobia. We are currently developing a 
new framework for Scotland, which will set out the Government’s approach to 
promoting race equality and tackling racism and inequality. The Scottish 
Government is leading this work which of course will be highly relevant to schools. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-05673&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

West Bank: Humanitarian Situation 
Ruth Cadbury: What recent representations she has made to the Israeli government on 
the effect of home demolitions in the west bank on the humanitarian situation in that 
region. [904126] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Desmond 
Swayne):  Their  increase  adds  to  the  sum  of  human  misery, undermines any  
 

http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/458845/original/HL6879%20-%20Office-of-the-Schools-Adjudicator-annual-report-September-2014-to-August-2015.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-09/HL6879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-03-09/HL6879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6382/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6382/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-05673&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-05673&ResultsPerPage=10
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prospect of a peace process and is contrary to international law. I have left the 
Israeli Government in no doubt about the strength of our disapproval; our 
embassy continues to do so. 

Ruth Cadbury: I thank the Minister for his response. The latest figures from the UN, from 
early this month, show that there have been 400 demolitions since the start of the year, 
more than four times the rate of demolitions last year. The wave of demolitions is 
depriving Palestinians of their homes and their livelihoods and preventing European 
taxpayer-funded organisations from providing essential humanitarian support. As the 
British Government made representations when demolitions trebled, what more effective 
action or sanction will the Minister impose now that demolitions have quadrupled? 

Mr Swayne: The hon. Lady is right that the rate of increase is now faster than at 
any time since calculations began to be made, and it is essential that the occupied 
territories, and in particular Area C, are governed in accordance with the fourth 
Geneva protocol. We will continue to make these representations to the 
Government. I know the hon. Lady wants to push me further, and I entirely 
understand the strength of her frustration and anger, but jaw jaw is better than war 
war. 

Michael Tomlinson: Will the Minister join me in condemning incitement to violence or 
glorification of violence on either side? 

Mr Swayne: Absolutely. We are wholly opposed to incitement, and when 
instances of incitement are brought to my attention, I go straight to the telephone 
to raise the matter with the chief executives of those organisations and make 
absolutely clear our fundamental disapproval, and our requirement that things are 
put right. 

Tom Brake: With any prospect of a two-state solution fast disappearing, it is of course 
right that we recognise Israel’s right to self-defence, but is it not also time that we 
recognised Palestine as a sovereign state? 

Mr Swayne: We can only recognise Palestine once. It is essential, therefore, that 
we do so at a moment where we will have maximum impact on any peace 
process. That is a fine judgment. 

Gregory Campbell: What recent checks have the Government made in relation to 
support offered in the west bank to moneys that end up in the coffers of terrorist-
supporting groups on the west bank? 

Mr Swayne: Absolutely none of UK British aid, multilateral or bilateral, ends up in 
the hands of terrorists. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/16031
6-0001.htm#16031632000019  
 

Topical Questions: International Development 
T7. [904147] Bob Blackman: Senior Palestinian officials have condemned peace-
building initiatives between Israelis and Palestinians, with one condemning football 
matches between Israeli and Palestinian youths as “normalisation of the Zionist enemy”. 
What representations has my right hon. Friend made to the Palestinian Authority to 
condemn these moves, and what moves is she making to build peace between Israel 
and Palestine? 

Justine Greening: As my right hon. Friend the Minister set out earlier, we deplore 
incitement on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We monitor allegations 
of incitement very closely and raise instances with both leaderships. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/16031
6-0001.htm#16031632000544  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0001.htm#16031632000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0001.htm#16031632000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0001.htm#16031632000544
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0001.htm#16031632000544


 5 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Statement on Government of Israel’s decision to expand settlements in the West 
Bank 
A Foreign Office spokeswoman said today: 
“We condemn the Israeli Government’s decision to take over 585 acres of land in the 
West Bank as ‘state land’. Such steps clearly damage the diminishing prospects for a two 
state solution. The UK and our international partners have consistently called for an end 
to settlement expansion, which is illegal under international law and an obstacle to 
peace. If the Israeli Government is truly committed to a two-state solution then it will 
reverse its decision.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-on-government-of-israels-decision-to-
expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“Very little progress in tackling racism and xenophobia around the world” 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination - Monday 21 March 2016 
… “Fifteen years after the Durban Conference very little progress has been made in tackling 
racism, afrophobia, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance,” the human 
rights experts said. 
“Instead we see an alarming increase of hate and xenophobic speech echoing across the 
globe. Political leaders, public figures and even mass media stigmatise and scapegoat 
migrants, refugees, asylum-seekers and foreigners in general, as well as minorities,” they 
cautioned. …  
The group also highlighted the under-reporting of racist and xenophobic acts, stressing the 
need for strong law enforcement and criminal justice responses. They also recommended 
human rights education to raise awareness and promote tolerance. 
“States must live up to their responsibilities on xenophobia, racial hatred and intolerance to 
prevent pandemic levels in a global context where there are now large movements of people 
which exacerbates tensions,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17242&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-on-government-of-israels-decision-to-expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-on-government-of-israels-decision-to-expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17242&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
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** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-
0002.htm#16031632000012  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-
0002.htm#16031632000012  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Scottish Parliament debate 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10440&i=96103#
ScotParlOR  
 

Motion agreed 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10440&i=96126&
c=1922573#ScotParlOR  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0002.htm#16031632000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0002.htm#16031632000012
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0002.htm#16031632000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160316/debtext/160316-0002.htm#16031632000012
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10440&i=96103#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10440&i=96103#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10440&i=96126&c=1922573#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10440&i=96126&c=1922573#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/
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Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  

TOP 
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