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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Local Government: Ethical Procurement 
col 276 WH  Richard Burden: … it is rather surprising that the Minister for the Cabinet 
Office took such exception to public institutions seeking to avoid dealings with companies 
involved with illegal settlements, given that the Foreign Office’s own website carries very 
different advice. 

 

Jo Cox: … the UK Trade & Investment website, which is sponsored by the Foreign 
Office, states: “we do not encourage or offer support” to firms that trade with illegal 
settlements. Does my hon. Friend agree that we find ourselves in a perverse situation? 
The Foreign Office is warning UK companies and private individuals against trading with 
the settlements, while the Department for Communities and Local Government and the 
Cabinet Office are threatening to make it illegal for public bodies to do so. 

 

Richard Burden: My hon. Friend is absolutely right. It is worth quoting directly from that 
Foreign Office advice, which is there to this day. It says: “Settlements are illegal under 
international law, constitute an obstacle to peace” and “threaten” the “two-state solution”. 
It goes on: “There are therefore clear risks related to economic and financial activities in 
the settlements, and … “we do not encourage or offer support to such activity.… 

 

Imran Hussain: … local authorities are in fact a branch of the state and therefore have a 
duty to observe our obligations under international human rights law … 

 

col 277WH  Andy Slaughter: … the Foreign Office guidance is very clear, whereas the 
procurement policy note is very unclear. Does my hon. Friend … agree that that may be 
intentional—that the actual aim is not to change the law, but to discourage and blackmail 
local authorities into not taking steps that may be perfectly legitimate and that the Foreign 
Office is encouraging them to take? … 

 

Stephen Pound: … this is about not necessarily Israel but a much wider issue … It is 
about the freedom of people in local government … 

 

col 278WH  Richard Burden: … On 16 December, I asked the Secretary of State for 
International Development whether she agreed with the Foreign Office that it was 
perfectly reasonable for both public and private institutions to pay due regard to that 
Foreign Office advice when they make their own investment and procurement decisions. 
Her answer was unequivocal. She said: “They should do that; …  
On 9 March, in answer to a question … about whether the occupied territories could be 
considered part of Israel, the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs … was  absolutely  clear:  “The  World  Trade  Organisation  does  not  define  the  
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territory of its members. The UK does not recognise Israeli sovereignty over the territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967. We therefore do not consider the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories to be part of Israel.” … 
… is there anything in this public procurement notice or that is intended by the 
Government that in any way changes that? 
col 279WH  … [does] the Minister consider that a breach of the fourth Geneva 
convention is a breach of human rights. If he does, would the public procurement note 
restrict a public institution from resolving not to deal with a company that was involved in 
aiding and abetting breaches of that convention? … 
… it simply is not acceptable for councils, pension funds or other public institutions to feel 
threatened away from acting in line with their best judgments, in line with their duties, as 
a result of innuendo broadcast by the Cabinet Office Minister at the Conservative party 
conference—or indeed, broadcast more recently in Israel. … 
col 280WH  The Minister no doubt spoke to his right hon. Friend the Minister for the 
Cabinet Office before this debate, so perhaps he knows why his right hon. Friend 
decided to launch this public procurement note not in a statement to the House or under 
any House procedure, but in a press conference alongside the Prime Minister of Israel. If 
the reason was that he wanted to make a point on the world stage about this 
Government’s opposition to generalised boycotts of Israel, then okay—if he wants to 
make that point—but why did he apparently not feel any need to utter a word about other 
parts of Government policy, such as the fact that settlements in the occupied territories 
are illegal? …  
I suspect that the Minister for the Cabinet Office’s apparent failure to say a word publicly 
about those things during his visit illustrates a rather strange set of priorities and a highly 
selective approach to UK policies on the Israel-Palestine question. …  

 

Chloe Smith: … I believe that it is wrong for councils to attempt to use local government 
pension funds and procurement practices to make their own foreign policy. … Having 
policy made in town halls can damage foreign relations, to the detriment of Britain’s 
national and international security. …  
col 281WH  … local boycotts in and of themselves can damage integration and 
community cohesion. 

 

col 282WH  Clive Betts: … The Secretary of State has said that the actions of councils 
have caused community division. The Minister must say precisely what examples he has 
of that division. The Government have a responsibility not just for race relations but, 
under the Equality Act 2010, for equality impact assessments and public sector equality. 
The Act requires public authorities to have regard to a number of equality considerations 
affecting race, and also religion. …  
Do local authorities not have a duty to have regard to the effect on equality in their area 
in terms of both race and religion when considering whether to buy goods from the illegal 
Israeli settlements? Can the Minister explain what he thinks the effect will be on race 
relations in my constituency, which has a large number of people of Muslim faith from a 
background of Pakistan, Bangladesh, Yemen, Somalia and Somaliland? What would be 
the impact on them if they saw their council tax being used to buy goods from the illegal 
Israeli settlements? …  

 

col 283WH  Matthew Offord: … It is a great pity that this has been promoted as a 
debate about local government when in reality it is just a thinly disguised attack against 
the legitimate and democratic state of Israel. Why has there been no discussion about 
the repression in other middle eastern nations such as Saudi Arabia and Iran? Why does 
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions organisation spend all its time demonising Israel 
and ignoring Hamas and Hezbollah as they pour rocket fire down on Israel? The premise 
of the debate has more to do with cheap political point scoring than with the lives of 
individuals. Palestinian workers would risk losing their jobs if such actions by BDS were 
successful and economic sanctions were directed against Israeli firms that employ 
them. … 
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Supporters of the movement claim to embrace the boycott tactic as a non-violent way to 
pressure Israel into negotiations. The campaign is clearly a biased effort to demonise 
Israel and place the entire onus for the conflict on one side—the Israelis. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/halltext/160315
h0001.htm#16031557000002  
 

col 284WH  Matthew Offord: … In fact, the BDS movement has an anti-Semitic 
foundation. …  One of its co-founders is on record as rejecting the right of a Jewish state 
in Israel … 
Indeed, reports of anti-Semitic attacks being perpetrated in Europe can be directly linked 
with the hateful rhetoric espoused by many BDS campaigners, and BDS founder Omar 
Barghouti has repeatedly expressed his opposition to Israel’s right to exist as a state of 
the Jewish people. But most telling of all is that the Palestinian Authority themselves do 
not support a boycott. …  

 

col 288WH  Andy Slaughter: …  I was a local authority council leader for quite a few 
years and I remember lots of procurement directives and announcements, particularly on 
the issue of compulsory competitive tendering in those dark days of the 1990s. I do not 
remember any of them being made from Tel Aviv. …  
This issue should not be conflated with BDS. … The fact that we have labelling guidance, 
which the Government have maintained, allows people to make individual choices. Some 
may argue that it is open to public bodies or others to make such choices if they want to, 
or for Members of Parliament to make statements in relation to such matters, but that is a 
different matter from illegal settlements. Illegal settlements should not be traded with, and 
if local authorities wish to make such a decision, that should be open. 
Let us remember what we are talking about here: theft of land, occupation, colonisation, 
and the arbitrary detention of many thousands of Palestinians. Those are crimes in 
international law as great as anything that happened in South Africa. They are not 
happening within one country; they are happening in somebody else’s country. That is 
the reason why action needs to be taken, and it is perfectly reasonable that it is done in 
this way. …  

 

col 289WH  Robert Jenrick: … the BDS movement has an impact on community 
cohesion, which is a negative one for many, particularly Israelis living in the United 
Kingdom and the Jewish community. Not everybody, clearly—that would be an 
outrageous oversimplification—but a number of those involved in the BDS movement are 
linked to intolerance and to anti-Semitic behaviour, and they make life extremely 
unpleasant for Jewish people living in our communities. 
I checked on Twitter a few minutes before walking into this debate. One only has to type 
in “BDS” to see some very unpleasant tweets, including one that actually asked whether 
the Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General, my right hon. Friend the 
Member for West Suffolk (Matthew Hancock), was a Jew himself. It said, “Is Hancock an 
Ashkenazi name, because he would come up with a policy like this?” Such behaviour is 
totally intolerable and whatever side we on in this debate, we should recognise that and 
condemn it. …  

 

col 291WH  Naz Shah: … I will not be on the wrong side of history in this House. It was a 
shameful patch in our history when this House voted against sanctions on South Africa. 
That is not how I want to go down in history. … 
… in 2004 the International Court of Justice ruled that all states have an obligation not to 
provide aid to Israeli violations of international law. The question is international law, not 
boycotts. I feel very disheartened that Conservative Members are trying to stifle debate 
by bringing up the issue of anti-Semitism, and that narrative is playing out while we are 
trying to have an honest conversation. … 

 

Martyn Day: … Thankfully, the latest procurement policy note not does not directly apply 
to Scotland …  
The  Scottish   Government   strongly   discourage   trade   and   investment   with   illegal  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/halltext/160315h0001.htm#16031557000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/halltext/160315h0001.htm#16031557000002
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settlements. Such decisions must be taken in compliance with procurement legislation. 
For a company to be excluded from competition, it has to have been convicted of a 
specific offence or committed an act of grave misconduct in the course of its business. 
One view, supported by the Scottish Government, is that where a company exploits 
assets in illegal Israeli settlements in occupied Palestine, it may be guilty of grave 
professional misconduct, and it may therefore be permissible to exclude it from a 
procurement process. …  

 

col 292WH  Richard Burgon: … our recent delegation to the illegally occupied territories 
of Palestine … clarified why some councils might want to take some action on illegal 
settlements. The policies pursued by the Government of Israel in allowing illegal 
settlements to flourish are a physical and political barrier to peace and a two-state 
solution. …  

 

col 294WH  Tommy Sheppard: …   when some people refer to community settlements, 
they still believe that they are small, little, cutesy villages that are being developed. In 
fact, these are massive conurbations of thousands—sometimes tens of thousands—of 
people, with all the infrastructure we would expect from a modern city. Although many of 
the settlements have been built effectively as dormitories for people working inside Israel 
proper, it is clear that if they are to continue, they must develop their own economy and, 
therefore, the capacity to develop trade and production in those areas is vital for their 
survival. 
We need to ask ourselves a question: is it the role of public agencies in the UK to assist 
in that illegal process or is it right and proper that they should do something about it? I 
think it is entirely proper that they should do something about it. The advice of the 
Scottish Government is consistent with that of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, in 
saying that there is a general presumption against trade and investment in illegal 
settlements and telling local councils that they should make a decision on individual 
matters of procurement according to procurement legislation and take into account the 
circumstances that apply, but reminding them that when it comes to the term “gross 
misconduct”, which colleagues have mentioned, it is entirely right and proper to regard 
the support for an international illegal operation as gross misconduct. …  

 

col 298WH  Alan Duncan: … will the Minister clarify an important point of fact, which is 
the kernel of this issue? Will the Government’s proposed procurement rules permit a 
local authority to adopt a policy against investment in, or purchase from, Israeli 
settlements in the Palestinian west bank? 

 

col 299WH  The Parliamentary Secretary, Cabinet Office (John Penrose): … The 
answer is that it depends …  
The point is that although we are clear that the settlements themselves are absolutely 
illegal—I am happy to clarify the Government’s foreign policy—that does not necessarily 
mean that activities undertaken by firms that happen to be based there are themselves 
automatically illegal. A separate, case-by-case decision must be made about whether 
each potential supplier satisfies the rules. …  
col 300WH  … we are clear that the settlements themselves are illegal, but a firm based 
or trading within one of those settlements may be operating in an entirely whiter-than-
white, above-board fashion in how it treats its suppliers, staff and customers. Therefore, I 
suggest, one cannot assume that absolutely everything done in a particular place is 
implicitly wrong. …  
Moreover, public policy that includes decisions on whether to impose Government 
sanctions on other countries is a matter reserved for central Government. …  
… we have been concerned to learn that some authorities have decided to impose local-
level procurement boycotts, which is why on 17 February … the Government published 
guidance to remind authorities of their obligations in that respect. I hasten to add that it is 
not an Israel-specific policy, nor is it focused on the Israeli settlements … It is general 
guidance about procurement principles, so it does not address directly or in detail any 
questions  about  procuring  from  Israel  or  the  illegal  settlements.  The Minister for the  
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Cabinet Office highlighted the guidance when visiting some technology companies during 
his trip to Israel to reassure them that the UK Government marketplace is open to 
overseas bidders, despite what they might have read elsewhere. …  

 

col 302WH  Richard Burden: … [The Minister] said that the note is not Israel-specific; it 
just happens that the Minister for the Cabinet Office announced it in a Conservative party 
conference press release that was almost entirely devoted to the situation in the middle 
east, and then announced the public procurement note itself in Israel. 
If settlements are illegal, I fail to see how trade with those settlements and co-operation 
with businesses involved in aiding and abetting illegality is not itself illegal. That is what 
the Foreign Office advice to business is about. … 
My six questions have not been answered to my satisfaction, nor have the questions 
asked by other hon. Members. I ask the Minister to answer in writing. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/halltext/160315
h0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Business, Innovation and Skills 
col 794  Michael Ellis : What is my hon. Friend doing to deal with the appalling anti-
Semitism at the Oxford University Labour club? We are now also hearing about an anti-
Semitic play being performed at York University. Those are both appalling examples of 
disgraceful, blatant and rabid anti-Semitism. 

Joseph Johnson: I have, of course discussed the matter with the Vice-
Chancellor of Oxford University, and also with the chief executive of the Higher 
Education Funding Council for England. Anti-Semitism has no place in our 
universities, or anywhere else in our society. Last November, we asked 
Universities UK to lead a review of harassment and hate crime in higher 
education; the Union of Jewish Students is represented on that body. We expect 
university leaders to deal with anti-Semitism without hesitation, taking disciplinary 
action and involving the police whenever that is necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/debtext/16031
5-0001.htm#16031546000558  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Steve McCabe [30443] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the potential benefits of extending the 50 per cent cap on religious 
selection in free schools to all state-funded schools in England. 

Nick Gibb: The Government greatly values the long-standing contribution that 
existing church and faith schools play in our education system and have no plans 
to extend the 50% limit to these schools as they are already providing high quality 
places in their local areas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30443/  
 

Faith schools: Admissions 
Steve McCabe [30444] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what recent 
assessment she has made of the effect of religious selection on the availability of school 
places and the number of parents who are unable to get their children into their local 
school. 

Nick Gibb:  Faith schools form an important part of our  diverse education system  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/halltext/160315h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/halltext/160315h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/debtext/160315-0001.htm#16031546000558
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160315/debtext/160315-0001.htm#16031546000558
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30443/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30443/


 6 

 

and provide places for the children of parents who wish their children to be 
educated within a religious context. 
Local authorities (LAs) are responsible for providing sufficient school places, as 
set out under section 14(1) of the 1996 Education Act. LAs organise their place 
planning on the basis of circumstances specific to their authority. LAs that have 
faith schools are expected to take into account any impact on local place planning 
as part of their strategy to provide sufficient school places. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30444/  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Hamilton pushes for greater promotion of organ donation and transplantation 
Health Minister Simon Hamilton has endorsed the new clause in the Health 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill placing a duty on his Department to promote organ 
donation and transplantation. 
Speaking in the Assembly today the Minister said: “This new clause presents us with an 
opportunity to further increase the number of people on the Organ Donor Register and 
more importantly to encourage families to have the important discussions which can lead 
to a real increase in the number of organs donated. … 
 “I am therefore establishing a Clinical Advisory Group, drawing from our local experts in 
organ donation and transplantation to work with my Department on shaping the policy 
that will be targeted at achieving this increase. The group will report this summer." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dhssps-150316-hamilton-pushes-for  
  
 

Charity Commission 

Inquiry Report Mesifta Talmudical College 
… The charity failed to submit its annual accounts, reports and annual returns to the 
commission for the financial years ending 30 September 2013 and 30 September 2014. 
During the whole period of default, the charity was sent various computer generated 
reminders from the commission regarding the submission of their annual accounting 
documents. Although reminders were sent the charity remained in default of its 
obligations under the Charities Act 2011. …  
The charity’s trustees were in default of their legal obligations to file accounting 
information with the commission. This was mismanagement and misconduct in the 
administration of the charity and a breach of their legal duties. As a result of the inquiry, 
the commission ensured the charity complied with its legal obligations to submit their 
annual accounting information. Both sets of accounts were filed and as a result 
£1,671,932 of charitable income is now transparently and publicly accounted for on the 
register. … 
To read the full report see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508129/me
sifta_talmudical_college.pdf  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  

TOP 
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