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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Roger Godsiff [27466] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if her Department 
will hold a consultation on changing the School Admissions Code to require religiously 
selective schools to prioritise all looked-after children and previously looked-after children 
in their admission arrangements in addition to such children of the same denomination of 
such schools. 
Roger Godsiff [27468] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the implications for her policies of the recommendation in the Chief 
Schools Adjudicator for England's Annual Report, published in December 2015, that her 
Department should clarify what is expected in guidance produced by relevant religious 
authorities for schools which give priority on the grounds of religion in their admission 
arrangements. 
Roger Godsiff [27469] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the implications for her policies of the finding in the Chief Schools 
Adjudicator for England's Annual Report, published in December 2015, that parents are 
often unable to understand the complicated admissions criteria employed by religiously 
selective schools. 

Nick Gibb: Admission authorities for all state-funded schools, including schools 
with a religious character, are required to comply with the School Admissions 
Code. This includes a requirement that ‘parents should be able to look at a set of 
arrangements and understand easily how places for that school will be allocated’. 
We support the right of schools with a religious designation to prioritise children of 
their faith. The code requires such schools, as a minimum, to prioritise looked 
after and previously looked after children of their faith ahead of other children. We 
have no plans to change this requirement. 
The code can only be applied to bodies within the education sector. It cannot 
place requirements upon religious bodies. It does, however, require that when 
schools with a religious designation adopt admission criteria which prioritise 
children based on their faith, the schools must take account of religious activities 
as laid out by their religious authority. 
Compliance with the code is enforced by the Schools Adjudicator. Where an 
objection  is  made  and  the  adjudicator finds that the arrangements are unclear,  
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unfair, or that they otherwise fail to comply with the code, the admission authority 
is required by law to change the policy. 
The Government will shortly consult on a package of changes to the code which 
will both respond to the findings within the Chief Adjudicator’s Annual Reports and 
concerns raised by parents. That package will include measures to improve 
fairness and transparency. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27466/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27468/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27469/ 
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Roger Godsiff [27603] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to the 
findings in the Chief Schools Adjudicator for England's 2015 Annual Report, published in 
December 2015, what assessment she has made of the effect of the level of the religious 
oversubscription criteria used by some schools on parents applying to such schools. 

Nick Gibb: The Government will shortly consult on a package of changes to the 
School Admissions Code. These changes will respond to concerns from parents 
and to the findings within the Chief Adjudicator’s Annual Reports. These changes 
will include measures to improve fairness and transparency. 
Admission authorities for all state-funded schools, including schools with a 
religious character, are required to comply with the Code. This includes a 
requirement that ‘the practices and the criteria used to decide the allocation of 
school places are fair, clear and objective’. 
The Code is clear that parents have a right to object to a school’s admission 
policy. Where an objection is made and the adjudicator finds that the admission 
arrangements are unclear, or unfair, or that they otherwise fail to comply with the 
Code, the admission authority is required by law to change them. The deadline for 
objections is set many months in advance of the closing date for school 
applications. This ensures that any admission arrangements which breach the 
Code can be amended to comply before parents apply for a place. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27603/  
 

Faith schools: Admissions 
Steve McCabe [30415] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the 
Answer of 29 February 2016 to Question 27309, if she will make an assessment of the 
potential merits of requiring religiously selective schools to prioritise looked-after and 
previously looked-after children without reference to religion in the upcoming consultation 
on the School Admissions Code. 

Nick Gibb: Admission authorities for schools with a religious character already 
have the discretion to prioritise all looked after and previously looked after children 
in their oversubscription criteria, regardless of their faith, and many schools do so. 
The Chief Schools Adjudicator reports annually to the Secretary of State on fair 
access. We are giving careful consideration to the findings of her report for 2014–
2015 as part of our current review of the School Admissions Code. We will be 
conducting a full public consultation in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30415/  
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27466/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27466/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27468/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27468/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27469/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27469/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27603/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-22/27603/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-09/30415/
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Visas: Ministers of Religion 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Philip Davies [29593] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many Tier 2 (Minister of Religion) visas have been granted by each licensed sponsor in 
each of the last five years. 
Philip Davies [29594] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, which 
licensed sponsors are eligible to sponsor a Tier 2 (Minister of Religion) visa. 

James Brokenshire: I will arrange for the list of current Tier 2 (Minister of 
Religion) licensed sponsors and the number of certificates of sponsorship they 
have assigned to migrants for each of the last five years to be placed in the House 
Library. This includes certificates assigned to migrants who are within the UK as 
well as overseas. 
Each of the sponsors listed have had to provide mandatory documentation to 
demonstrate that they are bona fide religious organisations, trading lawfully within 
the UK. This information is assessed and used to validate an application prior to 
the issuance of a sponsor licence. Visits may also be conducted at the premises 
of prospective sponsors, to ensure that an organisation is eligible, suitable and 
genuine. Those who fail to meet UKVI’s requirements will have their application 
refused. 
In cases where an application has already been granted, UKVI continues to 
monitor their compliance against the published guidance. Those sponsors who fail 
to adhere to their duties will have action taken again them; this includes but is not 
limited to the revocation of their licence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29593/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29594/  
 

The lists referred to above are not yet available in the online Library. They will be 
included in PAB once they have been listed. 
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Speech to the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism 
Conference 
… As we meet for the third such conference, our work is needed more than ever. 
Because anti-Semitism is not just the oldest hatred, it is also a virus which mutates. 
In the Middle Ages, anti-Semitism was focused on the religious identity of Jewish people 
and found its expression in forced conversion, ghetto-isation and expulsion. 
In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, it was the physical identity of the Jewish people 
that came under sustained attack. Pogroms and racial laws culminated in the unique 
horror of the Holocaust - history’s greatest crime. 
The memory of that crime, and the appeal to all of us: ‘Never again’, generated a new 
determination to protect human rights and stood behind the creation of the state of Israel 
- a modern miracle. 
But now - after horrors that should have meant this hatred was banished forever from 
human hearts - anti-Semitism is resurgent. 
In the last year Jewish citizens of European nations have been targeted by fanatics 
simply because of their identity. 
They were slaughtered because they shopped in a kosher supermarket, or volunteered 
to protect a synagogue. … 
In France, recorded anti-Semitic attacks soared by 84 per cent in the first quarter of 
2015, according to Interior Ministry figures. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29593/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29593/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29594/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29594/
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In Britain, the number of anti-Semitic incidents recorded in 2015 was 924. This was the 
third-highest total ever, according to the Community Security Trust, a leading charity that 
protects British Jews from anti-Semitism and related threats. 
Today, anti-Semitism targets the collective identity of the Jewish people. Jewish citizens 
of European nations are targeted if they dare to assert the dignity of their difference. 
Synagogues and schools need security guards. Children wearing the kippah, or students 
meeting as the’ University Jewish Society’, face intimidation. And, of course, the most 
important expression of collective Jewish identity, the state of Israel, is faced with a 
campaign of prejudice against its very existence. 
The BDS movement - urging the use of boycott, disinvestment and sanctions against 
Israel - claims to draw inspiration from the struggle against apartheid. 
But the comparison is offensive. Israel is a democracy in which all citizens are equal … 
More than that - the BDS campaign indulges prejudice rather than fighting it. It calls for 
the shunning of Jewish academics, the boycott of Jewish goods, the de-legitimisation of 
Jewish commerce. We have seen these all before. And we know where it takes us. … 
There is a duty on all of us in public life to speak out. 
And to watch out for those with whom we might align ourselves … 
We have made clear that local authorities and public bodies cannot adopt BDS policies 
aimed at Israel; they cannot use public resources to discriminate against Jewish people, 
Jewish goods and a Jewish state. … 
The Prime Minister, David Cameron, is clear that this is a battle he is determined to win. 
‘We will fight anti-Semitism with everything we have got,’ is his vow. 
‘Together, we will make sure Britain remains a country that Jewish people are proud to 
call home – today, tomorrow and for every generation to come.’ … 
To read the full text see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-to-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-
combating-anti-semitism-conference  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Crime continues to fall 
Most adults experienced no crime in 2014/15 and both the overall number of crimes and 
the risk of being a victim of crime have continued the decreasing trend seen in recent 
years. …   
The estimated number of crimes in 2014/15 (688,000) has fallen by around a sixth (16 
per cent) since the 815,000 crimes estimated in 2012/13, and, by around a third (34 per 
cent) since the 1,045,000 crimes estimated in 2008/09. … 
The majority of adults said that the police were doing a good or excellent job in their local 
area, however this had decreased from 61 per cent in 2012/13 to 58 per cent in 2014/15. 
…  
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Crime-continues-to-fall-23e1.aspx  
 
Fear of crime continues to fall 
… Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Michael Matheson, said: “It is extremely encouraging to 
see that the risk of becoming a victim of crime in Scotland continues to fall, with the 
likelihood of experiencing crime remaining lower than in England and Wales. 
“The country is becoming a safer place thanks to the continued efforts of our 
communities and law enforcement agencies and I am glad this message seems to be 
getting through to the public, with those surveyed claiming to feel safer in their 
neighbourhoods than in previous years. There is still more work to do though, as we 
know in most cases the public still think they are at least two to three times more at risk 
of experiencing a crime than is actually likely. …  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-to-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-anti-semitism-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-to-the-inter-parliamentary-coalition-for-combating-anti-semitism-conference
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Crime-continues-to-fall-23e1.aspx
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To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Fear-of-crime-continues-to-fall-23e0.aspx  
 
Scottish Crime and Justice Survey 2014/15 Main Findings 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0049/00496532.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alan Duncan (1245) Demolition of Palestinian homes by Israel – That this House 
condemns the major escalation in demolitions by the Israeli government in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories; notes that 293 structural demolitions have taken place in the first 
six weeks of 2016, including numerous homes; expresses concern for the devastating 
effects such demolitions have on innocent civilians; further notes that in 2015, 447 
Palestinian structures were demolished; notes that, according to the UN Office for the 
Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs, between 2010 and 2014 only 1.5 per cent of the 
over 2,000 Palestinian building permit requests were approved in Area C of the West 
Bank, leading to 10,000 present standing demolition orders; notes Israel's continued 
uses of demolition as a means of collectively punishing Palestinians; welcomes the EU's 
continued opposition to Israel's illegal settlements, home demolitions, confiscation and 
evictions; notes that the home demolitions have included EU-funded structures; calls on 
the Government to condemn these latest demolitions and the continued expansion of 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and demands reparations for the 
destruction. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1245  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental rights (FRA) 

FRA’s Director joins leaders in the fight against antisemitism 
… FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty addressed the International Parliamentary 
Conference on Combating Antisemitism at the Bundestag in Berlin underlining the effect 
that such crimes have on individuals and communities. 
“Fear drains people’s strength, preventing them from living their lives openly, as each of 
us has the right to do. As with other forms of hate crime – and we should all be clear that 
antisemitic attacks are hate crimes – an antisemitic attack does not only affect one 
individual victim. It does lasting damage to entire communities. If a person is targeted just 
because they are Jewish, the entire community becomes afraid that they might become 
the next target.” … 
During the Director’s address, he commented on the lack of systematic data collection on 
anti-Semitic incidents by many EU Member States. This allied with the significant 
unwillingness of victims to come forward, means that the scale and nature of anti-Semitic 
incidents within Europe is greatly underrepresented. In turn, he said, this makes it hard 
for policy makers to develop targeted measures to tackle the issue. … 
He closed by reminding participants that “all attacks on Jews are attacks on the fabric of 
our shared society…the struggle against antisemitism is our common struggle.” … 
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Fear-of-crime-continues-to-fall-23e0.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0049/00496532.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2015-16/1245
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To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/fras-director-joins-leaders-fight-against-antisemitism 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
No Fault Divorce Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/fras-director-joins-leaders-fight-against-antisemitism
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/nofaultdivorce/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html
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Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
 
Death certification reforms  (closing date 15 June 2016) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/death-certification-reforms  

TOP 
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