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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Schools: Admissions 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Hunt of Kings Heath [HL6328] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of the findings of the report An Unholy Mess, published by 
the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British Humanist Association last year, and 
specifically, its recommendation that a range of standard templates for school 
admissions policies be created to ensure that all schools’ policies are fully compliant with 
the School Admissions Code. 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Lord Hunt of Kings Heath [HL6331] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they 
have taken to enforce better compliance with the School Admissions Code among 
religiously selective schools in the light of the findings of the report An Unholy Mess, 
published by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British Humanist Association last 
year. 

Lord Nash: The Government is giving careful consideration to the report of the 
Office of the Schools Adjudicator as part of our current review of the School 
Admissions Code, in addition to other research and publications. 
We will be conducting a full public consultation in due course and will give careful 
consideration to all the views expressed in that consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6328/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6331/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf 
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Lord Warner [HL6382] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Lord Nash on 15 February (HL5803), what assessment they have made of the 
criticisms of the admissions practices of a significant number of religiously selective 
schools in the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign and the British Humanist 
Association; and what action they are taking to stop any such practices. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6328/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6328/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6331/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6331/
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf
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Lord Nash: Schools which are found by the Schools Adjudicator to have aspects 
of their admission arrangements which do not comply with the Schools 
Admissions Code are required to amend their arrangements to ensure they are 
compliant. 
The Department carefully considers the recommendations of the Chief Schools 
Adjudicator, as well as feedback from parents and other members of the sector. 
Where we consider changes are necessary to make the admissions system work 
more effectively for parents, these will be subject to a full public consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6382/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5803/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andy Slaughter [29784] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
which of the (a) 108 structures funded by the EU or its member states in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and demolished by the Israeli authorities in 2015 and (b) 104 such 
structures demolished in the first six weeks of 2016 have been funded by her Department 
(i) directly and (ii) indirectly. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK contributes to the EU budget as a whole, not 
individual instruments within it. The UK’s share on EU expenditure in EU 
instruments is approximately 14.5%. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29784/  
 

Lebanon: Refugees 
Jim Shannon [29096] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will ensure that any assistance provided to Palestinians in camps in 
Lebanon is used to encourage reconciliation between Palestine and Israel to take steps 
towards peace. 

Tobias Ellwood: The main objective of our support to Palestinians living in camps 
in Lebanon is to meet their basic human needs, especially food needs. We also 
support projects aimed at improving governance and life chances for youth and 
communities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29096/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: EU Aid 
Lord Hamilton of Epsom [HL6489] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 
contribute to the EU programme of assistance to the Palestinians; what is the gross 
annual amount of funding for that programme, and what percentage of that funding the 
UK’s contribution, if any, represents; and what percentage of that programme’s funding is 
provided to the Palestinian Education Authority. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6382/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-23/HL6382/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5803/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-02/HL5803/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29784/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-03/29784/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29096/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29096/
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Baroness Verma: The EU is a major donor to both the Palestinian Authority and 
UNRWA, providing over €290 million in 2016 to the Palestinian people, including 
the refugees who live outside Occupied Palestinian Territories in the camps of 
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. The UK contributes to the EU budget as a whole, not 
individual instruments within it. The UK’s share on EU expenditure in EU 
instruments is approximately 14.5%. The EU funding to the Palestinian Authority 
is through the PEGASE mechanism, providing the salaries for vetted civil servants 
only. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-26/HL6489/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Lebanon: Refugees 
Jim Shannon [29092] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assistance his Department provides for (a) education, (b) youth services 
and (c) medical treatment in Palestinian camps in Lebanon. 

Tobias Ellwood: In 2015/16 we contributed £33.5 million to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency General Fund which ensures provision of education and 
medical treatment for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. We are spending £1.15 
million this financial year within the Palestinian camps to support Palestinian youth 
networks to bolster community stability and resilience to extremism. This includes 
supporting youth in the development of solutions to community-level problems, 
civic participation and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, and the 
production of youth-led counter extremist narratives. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29092/  

 
Lebanon: Refugees 

Jim Shannon [29094] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what support his Department is giving to the Lebanese government to create 
employment in the Palestinian camps in Lebanon. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to encourage the Lebanese Government to ensure 
better access to employment for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. We support the 
Government of Lebanon to implement commitments made at the Supporting Syria 
and the Region Conference in providing access to education and jobs for 
refugees and host communities. We will continue to advocate for a non-exclusive 
approach, reaching all vulnerable groups. In addition, we have provided £1.9 
million to United Nations Relief and Works Agency this year to support over 1,000 
Palestinian youth across Lebanon with vocational and English skills training, as 
well as apprenticeship and job placement services. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29094/  
 

Lebanon: Refugees 
Jim Shannon [29097] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what use his Department makes of information it collects in Palestinian camps in 
Lebanon. 

Tobias Ellwood:   Information   and   analysis   pertaining   to   Lebanon   and the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-26/HL6489/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-26/HL6489/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29092/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29094/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29094/
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Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon is used by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office to inform policy-making and programme work. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29097/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Freedoms of religion and of expression: “Twin rights” in fighting incitement to 
hatred 
Any attempt to fight intolerance, stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination and incite to 
violence based on religion or belief should make use of both the rights to freedom of 
religion and freedom of expression, today said United Nations human rights expert 
Heiner Bielefeldt. 
“There is widespread perception that the rights to freedom of religion or belief and to 
freedom of opinion and expression are in opposition to each other,” the UN Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief noted during the presentation of his latest 
report to the UN Human Rights Council. 
“While freedom of expression seems to signal a ‘green light’ to all sorts of provocation, 
freedom of religion or belief seems to give a ‘stop sign’ instead,” he said. “That kind of 
misunderstanding typically originates from the view that freedom of religion or belief 
protects religions or belief systems per se.” … 
“While both rights share many similarities, each right has its specific features,” the expert 
added. “Freedom of religion or belief protects a broad range of manifestations in worship, 
observance, practice and teaching which go beyond the ‘expression’ of one’s belief.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17188&LangID=E  
 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 
https://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/5569287.53852844.html  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29097/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-03-01/29097/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17188&LangID=E
https://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/5569287.53852844.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
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Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social Media 
Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
 
Political Islam (closing date 28 April 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-
committee/inquiries1/parliament-2015/political-islam-15-16/ 
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