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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [25684] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
whether any of the structures destroyed by the Israeli authorities in the South Hebron 
Hills on 2 February 2016 were fully or part-funded by the Government; and if she will 
make a statement. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK government is concerned by the increase in 
demolitions of properties in Area C of the West Bank which are harmful to peace, 
and continues to raise this with Israeli authorities. According to OCHA, at least 21 
of the 23 structures demolished on 2nd February in the South Hebron Hills had 
been funded by international donors. We are awaiting confirmation from OCHA, 
however we understand 10 of these structures were funded by the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25684/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Maria Caulfield [27849] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions his Department has had with the government of Israel on the 
extension of the Separation Barrier in the Cremisan Valley. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised the issue of 
the separation barrier through Cremisan Valley with the Israeli authorities 
repeatedly, most recently on 1 September 2015. Our Deputy Consul General to 
Jerusalem visited the Al Walajah and Khirbet Najjar areas of Beit Jala on 9 
February 2016, where he was given an update on the impact of the barrier on 
residents. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/27849/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Maria Caulfield [27850] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions his Department has had with the government of Israel on the 
international delegation of Bishops which was recently refused access to the Cremisan 
Valley by Israeli security forces during a visit to the construction site of the Separation 
Barrier. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli authorities. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel  Aviv  have  raised  the  issue of  the  separation  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25684/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25684/
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barrier through the Cremisan Valley with the Israeli authorities repeatedly, most 
recently on 1 September 2015. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/27850/  
 

Israel: Christianity 
Maria Caulfield [27851] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions his Department has had with the government of Israel 
concerning recent anti-Christian vandalism at the Dormition Abbey. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities over this specific incident, we understand that the Israeli police have 
arrested two Israeli teenagers for the attack. This attack was widely condemned 
by Palestinian and Israeli leaders. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv is in regular contact 
with representatives of Churches on a range of issues, including to discuss 
concern about attacks on places of worship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/27851/  
 

Occupied Territories 
David Mowat [28111] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the extent of Israeli settlement-
building in the occupied territories since the cessation of Operation Protective Edge. 

Tobias Ellwood: Israeli settlement building in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
has continued since the cessation of Operation Protective Edge. In August 2014, 
the Israeli Government expropriated over 1000 acres of Palestinian land near 
Bethlehem, the largest expropriation in 30 years. In September 2014, Israeli 
authorities approved 2610 units in Givat Hamatos. In 2015, according to Israeli 
Non-Government Office Peace Now, construction for 1800 previously-tendered 
housing units began in the settlements. New tenders for 1143 housing units were 
also published, 560 in the West Bank and 583 in East Jerusalem. 2016 has seen 
a number of concerning announcements, including: the extension of the Gush 
Etzion settlement to include the former church compound of Beit al Baraka; the 
declaration of 385 acres of land near Jericho as ‘state land’; and approval for a 
further 153 settlement units. We strongly urge the Israeli Government to reverse 
its policy over illegal settlements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-23/28111/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL6278] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel following its decision to start 
building the annexation wall in the Cremisan Valley, and in particular regarding building 
works on the privately owned land of Beir Onah in Beit Jala. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
raised the issue of the separation barrier though Cremisan Valley with the Israeli 
authorities repeatedly, most recently on 1 September 2015. 
Our Deputy Consul General in Jerusalem visited the Al Walajah and Khirbet Najjar 
areas of Beit Jala on 9 February 2016, where he was given an update on the 
impact of the barrier on residents. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6278/  
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Israel: Palestinians 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL6279] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is 
their assessment of the decision by the High Court of Israel on 1 February to dismiss the 
latest petitions submitted by the Salesian Sisters Convent against the building of the 
annexation wall in the Cremisan Valley. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK’s position on the Separation Barrier is 
clear: where it has been constructed beyond the 1967 border, such as in the case 
of the Cremisan Valley, it is illegal under international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6279/  
 

Islamic State: Occupied Territories 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL6280] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of the presence of Daesh in Gaza and the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government's assessment is that there are 
groups and individuals in the West Bank and (primarily) in Gaza who sympathise 
with or self-identify as Daesh but are not formally affiliated with them. We remain 
concerned about a possible Daesh presence and continue to monitor the situation 
closely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6280/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL6313] To ask Her Majesty’s Government in the light of 
the Procurement Policy Note: Ensuring compliance with wider international obligations 
when letting public contracts of 17 February stating that boycotts in public procurement 
are inappropriate unless formal legal sanctions, embargoes and restrictions have been 
put in place by the UK Government, what assessment they have made of the connection 
between that advice and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office position that Israeli 
settlements are illegal and support for them is not encouraged. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government’s position on the illegality of 
settlements remains unchanged. Settlements are illegal under international law, 
constitute an obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two-state 
solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6313/  

 

The Procurement Policy Note referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PP
N_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6314] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by the Minister of State for International Development, Mr Desmond Swayne on 
10 February (HC25684) on recent demolitions by the Israeli authorities of properties 
funded by the EU and international donors, what action they intend to take in response. 

Baroness Verma: We have discussed the recent demolitions in South Hebron 
with our EU counterparts. The EU is proposing to reassess their position on 
seeking compensation from the Israeli Government in the context of the ongoing 
structured dialogue. The UK government remains extremely concerned by reports 
that there have been nearly 300 demolitions since the start of 2016, representing 
more than a trebling of demolitions compared to the monthly average in 2015. The 
Embassy in Tel Aviv have recently raised demolitions with the Israeli authorities 
and will continue to raise this at the political level. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6314/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6279/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6313/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6313/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PPN_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/500811/PPN_on_wider_international_obligations.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6314/
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The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25684/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL6316] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel on the aerial spraying of herbicides on 187 
hectares of crops within the borders of Gaza in late December 2015. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, we remain deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6316/  
 

Israel: Riot Control Weapons 
Baroness Tonge [HL6318] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel on the use of untested and prohibited forms of 
tear gas canisters. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6318/  
 

Mohammed al-Qeeq 
Lord Hylton [HL6454] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are making 
representations to the government of Israel about the case of Mohammed Al-Qeeq; and 
in particular what representations they have made in the light of the reports of force-
feeding and drips being inserted against his will. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We understand that Mr Al Qeeq has now ended 
his hunger strike. We have been following the case closely and officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv have spoken to Amnesty International about Mr Al Qeeq. Our 
Consulate General in Jerusalem has received regular updates on the condition of 
Mr Al Qeeq from Palestinian officials and organisations. We remain concerned 
about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention. Administrative detention 
should, according to international law, be used only when security makes it 
absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a preventative rather 
than a punitive measure. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised the 
matter of Mr Al Qeeq’s condition with Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-25/HL6454/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Jewish Seminary for Girls: Inquiry report 
… The charity failed to submit its annual accounts, reports and annual returns to the 
commission for the financial years ending 31 July 2013 and 31 July 2014. … 
On 16 November 2015 the charity’s representative informed the commission that the 
reason for the trustees not complying with their statutory accounting requirements was 
due to the fact that the charity had changed its correspondence postal address but had 
not   updated   the  details  on  the  register,    and  as  a   consequence  the  commission  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-03/25684/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6318/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-22/HL6318/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-25/HL6454/
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correspondence regarding the charity’s accounting requirements was issued to the wrong 
postal address. This does not excuse the failure of the trustees to fulfil their statutory 
obligations, as trustees have a duty to keep the charity’s records on the register up to 
date. The outstanding annual accounts, reports, and annual returns for the financial 
years ending 31 July 2013 and 31 July 2014, were submitted on 25 November 2015. …  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/504860/je
wish_seminary_for_girls.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** Crown Prosecution Service Interim Revised Guidelines on Prosecuting Social 
Media Cases (closing date 14 April 2016) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/social_media_consultation_2016_index.html  
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