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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Schools: Admissions 
Ruth Cadbury [27535] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what representations 
she received from religious organisations on steps to prevent civil society organisations 
from objecting to school admission arrangements prior to her announcing proposals to 
limit such objections to local parents and councils. 

Nick Gibb: The Department’s proposed changes are intended to ensure that the 
Adjudicator is able to focus on the concerns parents may have about the fairness 
of the admission arrangements of their local school, and is not held up by the 
need also to consider objections referred by interest groups from outside the area. 
We do not believe that preventing other organisations from submitting objections 
will have a detrimental impact. 
A full public consultation will be conducted in due course and careful consideration 
will be given to all the views expressed in that consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27535/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 297  Q12. [903655] Imran Hussain: Last week, together with several of my hon. 
Friends, I visited Palestine, where we went to the home of Nora and her family, who have 
lived in the old city of East Jerusalem since 1953. Israeli settlers, however, are now trying 
to force Nora from her home of over 60 years. There are many other cases like that. 
Does the Prime Minister agree with me that illegal settlements and constructions are a 
major roadblock that hinder peaceful negotiations? What are this Government doing to 
help prevent these infringements into Palestinian lives and land? 

The Prime Minister: The hon. Gentleman’s question is incredibly important. I am 
well known as a strong friend of Israel, but I have to say that the first time I visited 
Jerusalem,  had  a  proper  tour  around  that  wonderful  city  and  saw  what  has  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27535/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27535/
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happened with the effective encirclement of East Jerusalem—occupied East 
Jerusalem— I found it genuinely shocking. What this Government have 
consistently done and go on doing is to say that we are supporters of Israel, but 
we do not support illegal settlements and we do not support what is happening in 
East Jerusalem. It is very important for this capital city to be maintained in the way 
it was in the past. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160224/debtext/16022
4-0001.htm#16022449000011  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [27341] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has (a) received and (b) made on the cancellation of the 
UK delegation to Israel and the Occupied Territories to follow up the report published by 
a delegation of British lawyers, entitled Children in Military Custody, in June 2012; and if 
he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not received representations on this issue. I expressed 
my strong disappointment at Israel's unwillingness to host this follow-up visit with 
Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely during my visit to Israel on 18 February. 
Officials from the British Embassy in Tel Aviv, including the Ambassador, also 
lobbied the Israeli Ministry for Foreign Affairs to cooperate with the visit, and will 
continue to follow up. We remain committed to working with Israel to secure 
improvements to the practices surrounding children in detention in Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27341/  
 

Palestinians: Radicalism 
Nigel Evans [27191] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 9 February 2016 to Question 25988, on Palestinian 
radicalism, what recent reports he has received on incitement to commit violence by the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: We condemn the glorification of terrorism and all incitement to 
commit violence, whichever side it comes from. Our posts in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem supply regular updates on the current situation in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. Included in these updates are reports on 
incidents of incitement from both the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli 
authorities. 
We have also received representations from members of the public regarding 
reports of incitement by the Palestinian Authority. 
We continue to support Palestinian calls to reinstate the Tripartite Committee as 
the appropriate channel to deal with allegations of Palestinian or Israeli 
incitement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27191/  
 
The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-04/25988/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160224/debtext/160224-0001.htm#16022449000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160224/debtext/160224-0001.htm#16022449000011
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27341/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-19/27341/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27191/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-11/27191/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-04/25988/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-04/25988/
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg [HL6204] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the recent statements by Ismael Haniyeh, a Hamas leader, that they are 
rebuilding tunnels from Gaza with the intention of attacking Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We remain deeply concerned by Hamas' 
attempts to rearm and its efforts to rebuild infrastructure, including the tunnel 
network in Gaza. We are clear that Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza must 
permanently end rocket fire and other attacks against Israel. Any Hamas 
rearmament undermines efforts to improve the situation in Gaza and harms 
prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-11/HL6204/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Israel (Cultural Engagement) 
12.39  Jackson Carlaw: … it is easy to understand why many in the Jewish community 
have become deeply concerned that their devolved Parliament—Scotland’s devolved 
Parliament—has tabled some 371 motions on foreign countries, 62 of which concern 
Israel and 36 of which have been strongly condemnatory. … 
… in Scotland, too many have articulated slogans and narrow partisan campaigning 
tactics against Israel to such an extent and, occasionally, in such a manner, as to stray, 
albeit sometimes inadvertently—though sometimes deliberately—into the language of 
anti-Semitism. Some overtly personally blame “the Jews”—a term, in that context, used 
pejoratively—for the actions of a foreign Government, while seemingly questioning the 
right of Israel to exist at all. … 
I gladly applaud the direct intervention of the First Minister, who recently said: “There is 
nothing that happens in Israel or Palestine that can be justification for antisemitism or any 
racial or religious hatred. That is a point that has to be made at every level of Scottish 
society very, very strongly.” … 
In recent years, the BDS—boycott, divestment and sanctions—movement has become 
an aggressive and strident opponent. It has thought nothing of bold intimidation and 
disruption, which has led to the cancellation of events that involve Israeli artists or benefit 
from Israeli sponsorship in Scotland, as seen for example at the Edinburgh festival fringe 
in 2014. That has carried beyond, particularly among an impressionable youth, on to the 
campuses of some of our great universities. More than once, and increasingly often, I am 
hearing first hand of distressed Jewish students who have been directly targeted 
personally or had events disrupted. … 
Duty requires us to be responsible. A seeming obsession with traducing Israel and its 
very right to exist and the unthinking conflation of Israel and the Jews undermines the 
security and wellbeing of Jewish people in Scotland. Anti-Semitism is not only the abuse 
of Jewish individuals, but the treating of Jewish organisations, including the Jewish state, 
differently from others. … 
This Parliament’s record of acknowledging the Holocaust annually is a deservedly proud 
one. It must never become simply a box-ticking annual exercise that leaves any one of 
us free to talk pejoratively the rest of the year about Israel or to allow ourselves or 
ignorance to become a cover for anti-Semitism. … 
Let us reach out and through cultural exchange and debate demonstrate what we can 
achieve and what boycotts and anti-Semitism cannot. … 

 

12.48  Stewart Maxwell:  … The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a very difficult and fraught 
subject, and feelings run very high.   It is natural that people should look for a way to help  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-11/HL6204/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-11/HL6204/
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end this very painful division, and a cultural boycott is a way of bringing moral rather than 
physical pressure to bear. … 
It is also our right to try and persuade other people that our view is the correct one and to 
try to win others over to our way of seeing the situation. However, here I express a 
concern about the way that this call for a cultural boycott is being pressed forward. It 
seems to me that what is being called for is not just that individuals exercise their 
consciences but that there be a refusal to allow other people to make a different decision. 
I confess that that worries me. … 
As well as being long-standing and painful, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is nuanced. 
Like most of life, the situation is not black and white. There is no doubt that many 
Palestinians suffer greatly, but so do Israelis, not just from rockets being fired into civilian 
areas or suicide bombers on buses, but from the recent spate of knife attacks and car 
rammings that have occurred in Israel. Innocent people on both sides suffer. 
If we wish for a peaceful solution, which I know we all do, we cannot ignore the feelings 
that are evoked by the suffering on both sides. We cannot afford to silence one of the 
voices in this tragic situation. … 

 

12.52  John Finnie: … Mr Carlaw’s motion is misleading because there is no boycott of 
Israeli artists such as Matan Ben Cnaan, as long as artists refuse to collude in the Israeli 
abuse of human rights. There is a boycott of the Israeli state and those who seek to 
normalise the occupation of Palestine. … 
If I am accused of anti-Semitism because I am speaking like this, I have to say that I have 
no allegiance to any faith nor would I be critical of any faith. … 
The motion talks of a culture for coexistence; we cannot have that when there are 
apartheid walls. It talks of greater understanding, but is there an understanding of an 
imprisoned population? It talks of peace through cultural engagement. I love peace, I 
campaign for peace, I encourage peace and I condemn violence from whatever 
quarter—I hope that all other participants in the debate would do likewise. … 

 

12.56  Ken Macintosh: … Given the disproportionate number of anti-Israeli motions laid 
in the Parliament, we may not redress the balance today but I hope that we show that 
Scotland is not universally hostile to the state of Israel; that we recognise the incredibly 
difficult task of securing peace in the middle east; and that we demonstrate our own 
commitment to ethnic and religious tolerance, to cultural understanding and to supporting 
our own Jewish community here in Scotland … 
I would defend the right of any Scot to speak up for the Palestinian people and to plead 
their cause. However, at some point over recent years, support in Scotland for the plight 
of the Palestinians has turned into hostility against Israel—hostility that I believe is one 
sided, inaccurate and, in the end, incredibly unhelpful and damaging for all concerned. 
Those who support the boycott, divestment and sanctions campaign constantly refer to 
Israel as an apartheid state—a description that is as unfair to the struggle of the anti-
apartheid movement as it is to those Israelis who fight to defend democracy, freedom of 
expression and the rule of law. 
I wonder if any of us can imagine what it is like to wake up every morning in a country 
that is surrounded by neighbours who do not recognise our right to exist or where many 
are pledged to obliterate us. Despite that, in Israel, human rights are protected and 
Arabs, Jews, Christians and Druze alike are elected to Parliament, serve in the army and 
hold high legal office. … 
I believe that Scotland’s growing hostility towards Israel has created an atmosphere of 
anxiety among many members of the Jewish community in Scotland that is deeply 
troubling for all of us who believe in a tolerant, inclusive and caring multicultural society. 
… anti-Israeli sentiment is now in danger of becoming rooted in civic Scotland, in some 
academic circles and among some trade unionists. It is almost a totemic issue for some 
of my colleagues on the left, and I worry that, here in Parliament, MSPs have played a 
part in that process. 
Over the past couple of years, anti-Semitism has raised its ugly head once more, shaking  
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the confidence of families who have lived here for generations. The research that was 
recently carried out by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities revealed that people 
are feeling isolated and vulnerable, with many thinking about leaving Scotland—their own 
country; their own home—for good. … 
Is that really what we have become: a harsh, unwelcoming and intolerant country that is 
more interested in preventing concerts or banning books than in spreading 
understanding? That is not my vision for modern Scotland. I urge all colleagues to think 
again about how we change views and attitudes not through condemnation but through 
discourse, learning and engagement. …  

 

13.01  John Mason: … Why is Israel singled out for so much hatred? It is repeatedly 
accused of war crimes, apartheid, occupation, murder and countless other horrors, yet a 
number of other states on the international scene have records that are almost certainly 
worse. Amnesty International’s recent report for 2015-16 refers to China and its record 
on Tibet, religion and human rights; to Saudi Arabia, which uses the death penalty 
extensively and where women face discrimination and severe restrictions on freedom of 
expression; and to Egypt, where thousands, including peaceful critics, are arrested. Why 
is Israel singled out for so much opposition? It would be more understandable if there 
were also calls to boycott China and Pakistan for their human rights records. I wonder 
whether Israel is singled out because, first, Israel is so small and, secondly, Israel is 
Jewish. 
I am regularly told by folk that they are critical of Israel but are not anti-Semitic or anti-
Jewish. I can understand that as I would consider myself critical of North Korea, for 
example, but I am not—I hope—anti-Korean. However, I feel that, for some people at 
least, justifiable criticism of Israel switches over to real hatred. We in Europe have to be 
very careful about that because we have a joint history of being very anti-Jewish—a 
history that ran for hundreds of years and culminated in the 1940s. Are we certain that it 
finished then? Jews in Glasgow find themselves being blamed for the faults of Israel 
today. … 

 

13.06  Alison Johnstone: The Scottish Green Party supports the boycott, divestment 
and sanctions campaign because it is a very effective tool for supporting the Palestinian 
people in their struggle against oppression. … 
Boycott is a legitimate form of protest, and of course it is one that we do not undertake 
lightly. … this is not a boycott against Israeli artists who are not being used to support 
brand Israel—the Israeli propaganda strategy that is designed to whitewash human rights 
abuses—but a boycott of the Israeli state and those who seek to normalise the 
occupation of Palestine. 
It is important that we understand that a deep and unwavering commitment that none of 
us should ever forget or downplay the atrocities of the Holocaust and the oppression of 
Jewish people is entirely consistent with opposing any abusive actions by the Israeli 
Government or, indeed, any Government. …  
It is truly alarming that it is still, in this day and age, impossible to express solidarity with 
desperate and oppressed people without facing accusations of bigotry against their 
oppressor. I do not agree with Mr Macintosh and Mr Carlaw that there is growing hostility 
towards Israel. Absolutely every person on this planet—not just in Scotland but globally—
is entitled to a peaceful existence. I want to work with all parties that can contribute to the 
end of the occupation of Palestine by non-military means. … 

 

13.10  Claudia Beamish: … I make it clear that I abhor anti-Semitism or racism of any 
kind. I am clear that, if we are to reach a just and peaceful solution for Israel, for 
Palestine and for the middle east, we need some cultural bridges and boycotts. … 
However, there are strong reasons to consider a boycott of some events if they are 
connected with the oppression of the Palestinian people by the Israeli state. … 
Cultural links are not enough for a just solution. We need to act on boycott, divestment 
and sanctions. … 
The Israeli state has simply  disagreed with the numerous rulings of international law that  
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state that its settlements are illegal, and it continues to deny Palestinians’ fundamental 
rights of freedom, self-determination and equality. … 

 

13.15  Sandra White: … Many people, including me, are very concerned by the 
Westminster Government’s attempts to limit local authorities’ autonomy and people’s 
right to protests. Those freedoms define us as individuals, communities and societies. 
They form the fundamental basis of our democracies and are rightly cherished. …  
I have spoken to many people on both sides, in both communities, who want to see a just 
and lasting peace. … We must, for the sake of the Palestinians and the Israelis, work 
towards a just peace for all people there. Although we may disagree on how to achieve 
that peace, there is a desire for it on both sides. I know that we can all agree on that, and 
that gives me optimism that peace can be achieved. However, it will not be achieved by 
silencing people and denying them the right to protest. … 

 

13.19  Jean Urquhart: … I must challenge Jackson Carlaw on his remark about anti-
Semitism. I and many thousands of others might be critical of the Israeli Government and 
sympathetic to Palestinians, but that does not make us anti-Semitic. Although I have 
lived and worked in Scotland for most of my adult life, I have worked on more than one 
occasion with Jewish people. If there is one thing I want people to remember from this, it 
is that any political opinion about or criticism of the Israeli Government does not equate 
with anti-Semitism. … 
The late Iain Banks, who has been noted in the chamber and by everyone as the 
intellectual and creative writer that he was, refused to allow his books to be published in 
Israel, saying: “The BDS campaign for justice for the Palestinian people is one I would 
hope any decent, openminded person would support. Gentile or Jew, conservative or 
leftist, no matter who you are or how you see yourself, these people are our people, and 
collectively we have turned our backs on their suffering for far too long.” … 

 

13.23  The Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Europe and External Affairs (Fiona 
Hyslop): … In general policy terms, the Scottish Government recognises and supports 
artistic freedom and the role that culture plays to increase understanding of others. 
In line with other Governments in Europe—and, indeed, with Mahmoud Abbas, the 
President of the Palestinian National Authority—the Scottish Government does not 
advocate a policy of boycotting Israel. Any engagement with the Israeli Government or 
the Palestinian National Authority provides us with an opportunity to call for a peaceful 
resolution between both sides of the conflict, and to put forward our concerns in the 
strongest possible terms. The Scottish Government has also made it clear on a number 
of occasions that we do not dictate to cultural institutions, organisations or individuals 
what approach they should take. 
The Scottish Government strongly encourages the Israeli Government and the 
Palestinian National Authority to work with the international community on securing long-
term peace and ending the cycle of violence that continues to affect Palestinians and 
Israelis. … 
Within Scotland, the Scottish Government does not tolerate violence or extremism in any 
form, whether in deed or word, and we condemn it when it is directed at any of our own 
communities. Jackson Carlaw is correct to stress the need to support all our minority 
communities in Scotland, and we absolutely support that, but he is wrong to say that 
criticism of Israel means that someone is anti-Semitic … 

 

Jackson Carlaw: I think that I was careful not to say that. I said that, unfortunately, on 
occasion inadvertently but sometimes deliberately, one is used to mean the other. 
However, I do not for a moment suggest that that is universally and always the case. 

 

Fiona Hyslop: … The free and open exchange of ideas is vital in building understanding 
and trust between communities. We want to encourage an environment in Scotland 
where those kinds of conversations can take place. In December 2012, our former First 
Minister wrote to Daniel Taub, the Israeli ambassador to the UK, to underline the fact that 
Scotland values and is committed to cultural freedom and to communicate our desire to 
encourage reasoned debate. … 
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Culture builds bridges to enable dialogue between people as individuals and between 
nations. It can transform lives and facilitate international, open and honest debate. 
However, I want to be clear about one point in particular. When the culture of a country is 
used as propaganda, it diminishes art and artists. Artists need freedom and freedom of 
speech to flourish. It cannot be the function of politicians and Governments to stifle art or 
artists or to dictate what art should be. However, art and artists do not and cannot live 
separately from their experiences. Therefore, we cannot and should not always expect 
them to be the voice of the politics that we want to hear or be comfortable with what they 
have to say about Government, whether they are Scottish, Israeli or Palestinian, or 
whether the Government in question is Palestinian, Israeli or Scottish. … 
… we must always respect the right to free cultural expression—to me, that is a very 
precious thing indeed. … 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10386&i=95614#
ScotParlOR  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160224-
0001.htm#16022450000489 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160224-
0003.htm#16022461000023  
 

Scottish Parliament Devolution (Further Powers) Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10384&i=95583#
ScotParlOR 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 

TOP 
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