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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Viscount Ridley [HL5900] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they 
have given to the finding of the report An Unholy Mess, published by the Fair Admissions 
Campaign and the British Humanist Association last year, that a number of religiously 
selective schools have asked parents for information about their occupational, marital, 
and financial status as part of the admissions process, and whether they consider this to 
be acceptable. 
Viscount Ridley [HL5901] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they 
have given to the finding of the report An Unholy Mess, published by the Fair Admissions 
Campaign and the British Humanist Association last year, that a significant number of 
religiously selective schools have not conducted proper consultations on their admission 
arrangements, and in many cases have not published any information about their 
arrangements. 
 

Lord Nash: Many of the findings of the report by the Fair Admissions Campaign 
and British Humanist Association echo those reported by the Chief Schools 
Adjudicator in her Annual Report for the 2013/14 school year. 
Admission authorities for all state-funded schools, including schools with a 
religious designation, are required to comply with the mandatory provisions of the 
School Admissions Code and other admissions law. 
Where an objection is made to the Schools Adjudicator, if the arrangements are 
found to be unfair or fail to comply with the Code, the admission authority must 
make changes to ensure their arrangements are compliant. Where an admission 
authority fails to implement decisions of the adjudicator, the Secretary of State 
may direct the admission authority to do so. 
We continue to keep the Code under review, and, where we consider any 
changes are necessary to make the admissions system work more effectively for 
parents, these will be subject to a full public consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5900/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5901/ 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5900/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5900/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5901/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-03/HL5901/
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The report referred to above can be read at 
http://fairadmissions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/An-Unholy-Mess.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Shabana Mahmood [26446] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what information his Department holds on the number of 
Palestinian children imprisoned in (a) Palestine and (b) Israel in 2015. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not hold 
information on this issue. However, according to the Israeli Non-Government 
Office (NGO) Military Court Watch, 422 Palestinian children were held in Israeli 
military detention as of 31 December, 2015. According to figures provided by the 
Israeli Prison Service, 148 children are being held inside detention facilities inside 
of Israel and 274 children are being held in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
According to the Palestinian human rights NGO, Addameer, there are no children 
being detained as Palestinian prisoners. 
We are concerned about the treatment of Palestinian children in Israeli prisons. 
We funded an independent report on Children in Military Custody. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-02-09/26446/  
 
 

United Nations 

Breaking out of Israeli-Palestinian political morass requires ‘courageous work of 
many’ – UN envoy 
While violence erupting in Israel and Palestine is regrettably showing “no sign of 
relenting,” the United Nations and its Quartet partners are actively seeking the way 
forward, the UN envoy for the Middle East peace process told the Security Council today, 
urging both sides to end the long-standing conflict. … 
The recent spiral of violence, which has to date taken at least 137 Palestinian and 19 
Israeli lives, cannot be reversed by security means alone, he said, adding that leaders on 
both sides must show a political will to their people and stand up to incitement and the 
radicals among their own constituents. … 
Israel’s settlement enterprise continues to be an impediment to peace, and some 
Palestinian factions continue to glorify violence and terror, he said, urging both sides to 
stop activities that undermine the peace process. … 
“The cold reality for the Israeli and Palestinian people is that all have failed them,” he said 
urging the two sides to work together to reach a solution. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53269#.Vscl4pN96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR

