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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Baroness Meacher [HL5702] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how they define 
"vexatious" in relation to the objections submitted to the Office of the Schools Adjudicator 
by secularist campaigning groups over the last two years. 

Lord Nash: On 25 January 2016, the Secretary of State announced changes to 
the school admissions code, in order to give parents more of a say in the school 
admissions process so they can be confident the system works for them. 
The Government proposes that only local parents and local authorities should be 
able to refer objections about a school’s admissions arrangements to the Schools 
Adjudicator. The Government wants to ensure that the Adjudicator is able to focus 
on any concerns which parents may have about the fairness of the admission 
arrangements of their local school, and that adjudications are not held up by the 
need to consider large numbers of objections referred by interest groups from 
outside the area. 
The Department will conduct a full public consultation in due course and will give 
careful consideration to all the views expressed in that consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5702/  
 

 

Northern Ireland Executive 

£1.1 Million Minority Ethnic Development Fund open for applications 
… The Department’s Minority Ethnic Development Fund aims to support voluntary and 
community groups to promote good relations between people of different ethnic  
backgrounds and to foster social cohesion. 
Applications are now open for the 2016/17 financial year. 
The Junior Ministers said: “Our vision is for a society which is strengthened by its ethnic 
diversity, where we can live together free from racism, racial inequality and racial 
discrimination, where we share a common sense of belonging and where human rights 
and equality are enjoyed by all. This is the core of our ten year Racial Equality Strategy, 
launched late last year. … 
Organisations can  apply  for  core  or  project  funding,  with awards  ranging from a  few  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5702/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-02-01/HL5702/
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hundred pounds to a maximum of £75,000 depending on scale and objectives of the 
proposal. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-120216-1.1-million-minority  
 
Application form 
Closing date for applications: 8 March 2016 
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/medf-application-
form-2016-17.pdf 
 

Guidance Notes 
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/medf-guidance-
notes-2016-17.pdf  
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Israel 

European Union 

High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini speaks with Prime Minister 
of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu 
… HRVP Mogherini expressed solidarity with the people of Israel who have suffered from 
terrorist violence. She restated the EU's unequivocal condemnation of all terrorist acts 
and incitement to terrorism and violence. HRVP Mogherini repeated the commitment of 
the EU to the security of the State of Israel. 
HRVP Mogherini and PM Netanyahu discussed recent developments in the bilateral 
relations following the EU's decision to issue the interpretative notice on the indication of 
origin of products originating beyond the 1967 lines. The High Representative/Vice-
President confirmed that responsibility for implementing the notice rests with the 
competent authorities of the Member States. 
The HRVP reiterated the EU's commitment to the two state solution and pointed out that 
the notice is without prejudice to any final status issues, including borders, which should 
be settled in direct negotiations between the parties. 
HRVP Mogherini also underlined that the indication of origin does not constitute a boycott 
and should in no way be interpreted as such. She stressed the EU's opposition to 
boycotts against Israel and its firm rejection of BDS attempts to isolate Israel. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160212_04_en.htm  
 

 

United Nations 

Statement by Middle East Quartet 
 … The Quartet condemned all acts of terror and expressed its serious concern over the 
continuing violence against civilians.  Reiterating its call for restraint, the Quartet called 
upon all parties to reject incitement and actively take steps to de-escalate the current 
tensions. 
The Quartet expressed its serious concern that current trends on the ground — including 
continued acts of violence against civilians, ongoing settlement activity and the high rate 
of demolitions of Palestinian structures — are dangerously imperilling the viability of a 
two-State solution.  The Quartet reiterated that unilateral actions by either party cannot 
prejudge the outcome of a negotiated solution. 
The Quartet underlined its commitment to  achieving  a  negotiated,  comprehensive,  just  
 

http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-120216-1.1-million-minority
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/medf-application-form-2016-17.pdf
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/medf-application-form-2016-17.pdf
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/medf-guidance-notes-2016-17.pdf
https://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/ofmdfm/medf-guidance-notes-2016-17.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160212_04_en.htm
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and enduring resolution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, on the basis of United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). 
The Quartet reiterated that the status quo is not sustainable and that significant steps, 
consistent with the transition contemplated by prior agreements, are urgently needed to 
stabilize the situation and to reverse negative trends on the ground. … 
It emphasized that a robust Palestinian economy and enhanced governance capacity will 
serve as cornerstones of a Palestinian state and that genuine Palestinian unity, on the 
basis of democracy and the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) principles, is 
essential to reuniting Gaza and the West Bank under one legitimate, democratic 
Palestinian Authority. 
The Quartet urged an immediate focus on accelerating efforts to address the dire 
situation in Gaza, emphasized the importance of increased access through legal 
crossings and called on all international partners to expedite the disbursement of their 
pledges made at the Cairo Conference in October 2014. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sg2224.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sg2224.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
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Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR 
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