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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Schools: Counter-terrorism 
Jim Cunningham [24479] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
representations she has received in the last year from (a) Christian, (b) Jewish and (c) 
Muslim faith schools on the Counter Extremism Strategy used in schools; and if she will 
make a statement. 

Edward Timpson: This Government believes all children should be educated in a 
safe environment, whether in a school or out of school. 
Department officials have briefed representatives of faith schools, including 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim schools, on matters relating to the Government’s 
Prevent and Counter-Extremism strategies. The Department received a number of 
queries from both faith schools and non-faith schools on how to implement the 
Prevent duty. The Department has issued practical advice to schools to help them 
understand their role under the new Prevent duty, and also launched a dedicated 
counter-extremism helpline in 2015 to enable front line staff, governors, and 
others to raise concerns directly. The Department has combined all its existing 
advice in the new Educate Against Hate website[1], which was launched by the 
Secretary of State on 19 January. 
The Department recently completed a call for evidence on proposals for the 
registration and inspection of out-of-school settings providing intensive education 
which were announced in the Counter-Extremism Strategy. Over 3,000 people, 
including representatives of the Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths, completed 
the response form, either online or manually. The Department received a 
significant number of further representations to the consultation by email and post. 
All responses and representations are being logged, analysed and verified. 
We will be publishing a response to the consultation in due course, in line with 
Cabinet Office guidance. 
[1] http://educateagainsthate.com/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-27/24479/  
 

Racial Discrimination 
Steve Rotheram [23776] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what steps he is taking to tackle racist and discriminating behaviour. 

 

http://educateagainsthate.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-27/24479/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-27/24479/
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Marcus Jones: This Government deplores racism in all its forms and is 
determined to ensure everyone has the opportunity to get on in life free from 
harassment and fear. 
50 years ago Britain introduced its first race equality legislation and in that time 
our country has undoubtedly become fairer. The Equality Act 2010 protects all 
individuals against racial and other forms of discrimination. 
On 12 October 2015 a new Cross Government Hate Crime Action Plan was 
announced, to drive forward action against all forms of hate crime. This will be 
taken forward in partnership with communities to ensure we target the harm that 
hate crime causes. More broadly, my rt. hon. Friend, the Prime Minister has set 
out a series of ambitious government commitments to reduce racial inequalities by 
the end of the current Parliament in 2020. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23776/  
 

Racially Aggravated Offences 
Steve Rotherham [23781] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
estimate she has made of trends in the rate of race-related crimes in England and Wales 
over the last five years. 

Karen Bradley: The Crime Survey for England and Wales estimates that there 
were 106,000 incidents of race hate crime a year, based on the combined data 
from the 2012/13 to 2014/15 surveys (the most recently available figures). There 
has been a clear downward trend in the number of hate crime incidents between 
the 2007/08 to 2008/09 and 2012/13 to 2014/15 crimes surveys, which have fallen 
by 28% for all hate crimes over this period. The Home Office also collects 
information from the police on hate crimes. This shows that were 42,930 race hate 
crimes recorded by the police in 2014/15, a 15% increase on the previous year. 
This increase is largely thought to be due to improvements in recording practices 
by the police over the last year rather than a real increase in race hate crime. 
However, it is possible in some police forces areas that recording may not be the 
only reason and there could be an element of real increases in certain areas. 
The Government is committed to tackling all forms of hate crime, including that 
perceived to be racist by the victim or any other person. That is why we 
announced in October last year the intention to bring forward a new cross 
Government hate crime action plan. This is being developed with the communities 
most affected by hate crime and will be published later this year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23781/  
 

Employment: Bullying 
Charlotte Leslie [23757] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, what steps his Department is taking to reduce the incidence of workplace bullying. 

Nick Boles: Bullying and harassment have no place in today’s workplace 
environment and are unacceptable wherever they occur. The UK has a strong 
safety net of legislation to protect people from harassment in the workplace. This 
covers harassment on the grounds of sex, race, disability, religion or belief or 
sexual orientation and age. In addition, harassment is a criminal offence and 
victims have a right to damages. 
The best way to address unacceptable behaviour in the first instance is within the 
workplace. That’s why my Department’s supports the Health and Safety Executive 
Management Standards approach for work-related stress which includes a 
standard for relationships at work that covers unacceptable behaviour such as 
conflict, bullying and harassment. The Management Standards help organisations 
manage the causes of work-related stress in a simple and pragmatic way. 
The  Advisory,  Conciliation  and  Arbitration Service  (Acas)  also aims to  support  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23776/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23776/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23781/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23781/
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better employment relations by offering free impartial advice. Acas operates a 
nationwide telephone helpline for employers and employees, they can be 
contacted on: 0300 123 1100. Acas recently published new guidance addressing 
the need to conduct fair and thorough grievance and disciplinary investigations; 
and published new research seeking better solutions to deal with bullying. 
Acas also offers training and business solutions including free eLearning and 
advisory booklets explaining how employers and individuals can tackle and 
prevent bullying, ill treatment and harassment more effectively in Britain’s 
workplaces - raising employee motivation, attendance and productivity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23757/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

A story of courage to commemorate the Holocaust 
In May 1940, Paulette Angel-Rosenberg was living in Metz, France with her family, when 
they were forced to flee from their home. They were Jewish and German troops had just 
seized Metz. She was 12 years old. … 
She shared her experience as a Holocaust survivor during her keynote address at a 
Holocaust memorial ceremony held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, Switzerland on 
the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust. … 
In a statement made to mark the day, UN Human Rights Chief Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
said, “The Holocaust will forever remain a terrible scar on the human 
conscience…Today, as we commemorate the victims of the Holocaust, I hope that all of 
us can reflect on the need to continue to combat racism and religious or ethnic 
intolerance in every form, and with all our might.”  
“This is our solemn duty to the memory of the victims: to demonstrate civic courage, and 
responsible governance,” he said. “We must prevent future acts of genocide by meeting 
the challenge that humanity still faces today – the task of learning to live together, as 
equals, in dignity, and with respect.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AstoryofcouragetocommemoratetheHoloca
ust.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to recognise 
Palestine as a state. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns) (Con): My Lords, the United Kingdom retains the right to recognise 
a Palestinian state when we judge it can best help bring about peace. We strongly 
believe that achieving a negotiated solution to the conflict is a priority and that 
bilateral recognition alone would not end the occupation. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-22/23757/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AstoryofcouragetocommemoratetheHolocaust.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AstoryofcouragetocommemoratetheHolocaust.aspx
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Baroness Tonge: I thank the Minister for that Answer—the usual answer, if I may say 
so. Is she aware that, at the United Nations General Assembly on 22 December last 
year, the UK representatives voted for a resolution that recognised the, “Permanent 
sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied … Territory, including East 
Jerusalem … over their natural resources”? 
Could the Minister please explain to the House how the Palestinians can have this 
control unless we follow the example promised by the French Government in the last 24 
hours since their offer of talks has broken down? Can we not do this and recognise 
Palestine as a sovereign state and persuade other countries to do so? Will the Minister 
also explain how, in the mean time, the Government will seek to protect the few 
remaining natural resources that the Palestinians have before Israel takes them all? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, the noble Baroness refers to a United 
Nations resolution. She may be aware that our team in the United Nations, led by 
Ambassador Matthew Rycroft, negotiate the best terms they can with regard to 
resolutions so that the language is as close to being realistic as possible, but 
there always have to be compromises on those matters. We did so against the 
background of maintaining the policy that I set out in my first Answer: that it is 
important that we have a negotiated solution. That is when there would be a two-
state solution, and that would be followed by a discussion about the ownership of 
resources. Sadly, we are not in that position yet. I note what the noble Baroness 
says with regards to the reports today that the French Foreign Minister, Monsieur 
Fabius, has announced that the French will try to organise an international 
conference on the Middle East peace process in the coming weeks. Whatever 
conferences we have, and however welcome an exchange of views, the only thing 
that will bring about peace is for both Israel and the Palestinians to come together 
to agree those terms; terms that I have set out in detail on previous occasions. 

Lord Polak: My Lords, history teaches us that, when an Arab leader has direct talks with 
Israel, the result is territorial compromise and peace—look at Jordan and look at Egypt. 
Does the Minister agree that, instead of political point-scoring, Members of this House—I 
draw the attention of the House to my non-financial interests—could use their influence 
with the leadership of the Palestinian Authority to encourage them to stop inciting their 
young people, and really help the Palestinian people by encouraging them to return to 
the negotiating table without delay? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, all those who have the interests of 
peace at heart will want to bring together the sides that disagree to negotiate. I 
notice that, just recently, Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon made the following 
comment, “as we continue to uphold the right of Palestinians to self-determination, 
let us be equally firm that incitement has no place, and that questioning the right 
of Israel to exist cannot be tolerated”. 

Lord Grocott: My Lords, we all like the language of a negotiated solution, and sooner or 
later that is what must happen. But does the Minister agree that there is an increasingly 
uncomfortable comparison between the way in which the international community 
responds when Russia is involved in breaches of international law by violating its 
boundary with its neighbouring country and the response of the international community 
towards Israel, which for more than 50 years has violated international law by the 
occupation of a neighbouring country, by the building of a wall and by the continuing 
illegal occupation that makes a two-state solution nearly impossible? Is it not time that we 
had a more robust response to these flagrant breaches of international law? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, the noble Lord is right to point out that 
the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories flouts international law. We 
have made that clear in the past. We have urged Israel to obey the law and have 
pointed out that it should withdraw. The position that Israel takes on occupying 
Palestinian territories makes it more difficult to achieve the two-state solution that 
we wish to see. 

Lord Pannick: My Lords,  did the  Minister see the report in the Times last week that two  
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Palestinian journalists in Gaza had been arrested and tortured by Hamas because they 
had written newspaper articles critical of that administration? Can she assure the House 
that there is no question of recognising a Palestinian state associated with Hamas until 
basic civil rights are respected? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, we have made it clear that Hamas 
needs to stop its aggressive actions and sending its rockets into Israel and that 
the Palestinian Authority needs to take responsibility and control of the 
administration in Gaza to avoid incidents such as that described by the noble 
Lord. 

The Lord Bishop of Norwich: My Lords, does the Minister agree with the position taken 
in October 2014 by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and the 
Church of England bishops that, “it is the reasonable aspiration of all peoples to belong 
to a state and enjoy the merits of full and active citizenship”? 
Although the security of Israel is an absolute requirement, would not a principled 
recognition of Palestinian statehood facilitate rather than hamper renewed negotiations? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I do not believe that it would. It would 
not of itself bring about what we need, which is an agreement for a two-state 
solution. It would be throwing away a key negotiating card. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160201-
0001.htm#1602019000476  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Deech [HL5108] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the Palestinian Authority concerning incitement to violence in the light of 
the Palestinian Ministry of Health referring to Nashat Milhem as "one of the dearest 
martyrs". 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Consul-General in Jerusalem met the 
Palestinian Minister of Health on 21 January and strongly condemned the 
language used in the statement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5108/  
 

Gaza: Energy Supply 
Lord Kilclooney [HL5312] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether there are any 
restrictions on the supply of gas or electricity to Gaza, and if so, what representations 
have been made to the government of Israel by them or the EU on behalf of its member 
states. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Less than 50 percent of Gaza’s basic electricity 
needs are currently being met. This is a result of the limited capacity of the 
existing power lines from Israel (providing approximately 120 Mega Watts (MW) at 
present) and Egypt (approximately 32 MW), and of the Gaza power plant (60 
MW). The plant is not run at full capacity because of damage sustained in past 
conflicts and restrictions on the amount of diesel allowed into Gaza. Officials at 
our embassy in Tel Aviv regularly urge the Israeli authorities to ease restrictions 
on Gaza and to facilitate improvements in electricity infrastructure. On 10 
September, during Israeli Prime Minister Mr Netanyahu’s visit to the UK, the 
Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), and 
the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), emphasised 
the need for Israel to do more to improve conditions in Gaza. They discussed 
electricity, as well as water and exports. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160201-0001.htm#1602019000476
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160201-0001.htm#1602019000476
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5108/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5108/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-21/HL5312/  
 
 

United Nations 

Don't shoot the messenger, Israel – Ban 
In Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories, 2016 has begun much as 2015 ended 
— with unacceptable levels of violence and a polarized public discourse. That 
polarization showed itself in the halls of the United Nations last week when I pointed out 
a simple truth: History proves that people will always resist occupation. 
Some sought to shoot the messenger — twisting my words into a misguided justification 
for violence. The stabbings, vehicle rammings and other attacks by Palestinians targeting 
Israeli civilians are reprehensible. So, too, are the incitement of violence and the 
glorification of killers. 
Nothing excuses terrorism. I condemn it categorically. 
It is inconceivable, though, that security measures alone will stop the violence. As I 
warned the Security Council last week, Palestinian frustration and grievances are 
growing under the weight of nearly a half-century of occupation. Ignoring this won’t make 
it disappear. No one can deny that the everyday reality of occupation provokes anger 
and despair, which are major drivers of violence and extremism and undermine any hope 
of a negotiated two-state solution. 
Israeli settlements keep expanding. The government has approved plans for over 150 
new homes in illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank. Last month, 370 acres in 
the West Bank were declared “state land,” a status that typically leads to exclusive Israeli 
settler use. 
At the same time, thousands of Palestinian homes in the West Bank risk demolition 
because of obstacles that may be legal on paper but are discriminatory in practice. 
Palestinians — especially young people — are losing hope over what seems a harsh, 
humiliating and endless occupation. Israelis are also reeling from near-daily attacks and 
losing sight of the possibility of a comprehensive peace with the Palestinians. … 
 Of course, a lasting agreement between Israel and Palestine will require difficult 
compromises by leaders and peoples on both sides. Israeli authorities need to 
unequivocally support the Palestinian Authority and Palestinian institutions. This requires 
significant shifts in policies toward the West Bank and Gaza, while safeguarding Israel’s 
legitimate security concerns. … 
For their part, Palestinians must make political compromises to bring Gaza and the West 
Bank under a single, democratic governing authority according to principles laid down by 
their national umbrella organization, the Palestine Liberation Organization. This also 
means consistently and firmly denouncing terrorism and taking preventive action to end 
attacks on Israelis, including an immediate stop to Gaza tunnel construction. 
I will always stand up to those who challenge Israel’s right to exist, just as I will always 
defend the right of Palestinians to have a state of their own. That is why I am so 
concerned that we are reaching a point of no return for the two-state solution. And I am 
disturbed by statements from senior members of Israel’s government that the aim should 
be abandoned altogether. … 
Everyone is free to pick and choose what they like or dislike from speeches. But the time 
has come for Israelis, Palestinians and the international community to read the writing on 
the wall: The status quo is untenable. Keeping another people under indefinite 
occupation undermines the security and the future of both Israelis and Palestinians. 
To read the full article see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53140#.VrDdSWR96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-21/HL5312/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-21/HL5312/
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Other Relevant Information 

British Veterinary Association 

Vets disappointed that two-thirds of food companies have no policy on stunning 
before slaughter 
The British Veterinary Association (BVA) today expressed its concern that almost two-
thirds of food companies have no information on their commitment to stunning animals 
before slaughter – with only 4% having a “universal commitment”. 
The findings were published in the Business Benchmark on Farm Animal Welfare report 
… and also show that slaughter without pre-stunning is the only welfare measure 
showing a decline in the percentage of food companies that have a specific policy on the 
practice, down from 34% in 2014 to 32% in 2015.  
BVA has run a long-standing and high profile campaign to end non-stun slaughter in the 
UK … In 2015, two-thirds of BVA members listed the issue as one of their top priorities 
for government. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.bva.co.uk/News-campaigns-and-policy/Newsroom/News-releases/Vets-
disappointed-that-two-thirds-of-food-companies-have-no-policy-on-stunning-before-slaughter/  
 
 

Business Benchmark on Farm Animal Welfare 

The Business Benchmark on Farm Animal Welfare 2015 Report 
http://www.bbfaw.com/media/1338/bbfaw-2015-report.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
 

http://www.bva.co.uk/News-campaigns-and-policy/Newsroom/News-releases/Vets-disappointed-that-two-thirds-of-food-companies-have-no-policy-on-stunning-before-slaughter/
http://www.bva.co.uk/News-campaigns-and-policy/Newsroom/News-releases/Vets-disappointed-that-two-thirds-of-food-companies-have-no-policy-on-stunning-before-slaughter/
http://www.bbfaw.com/media/1338/bbfaw-2015-report.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Evidence session, Education Committee 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=1700
8&eveID=9365  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  

TOP 
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