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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Religious Hate Crime 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the risk that Christians could be recorded as having committed an anti-
Muslim hate crime from April 2016 by preaching the divinity of Christ or by reading aloud 
sections of the Bible in public, such as 1 John, Chapter 4, verses 1 to 3. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport and 
Home Office (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): My Lords, reading texts from the 
holy Bible in public or preaching the divinity of Christ is not a crime, and never will 
be in this country. The Government’s counterextremism strategy makes it clear 
that we will protect free speech and the right to profess, practise and propagate 
any religion, or indeed none. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, I am grateful to the noble Lord for that reply. I 
must say that I thought it was brave of the Prime Minister to say in his Christmas 
message that Jesus is the only son of God, because that will not have gone down all that 
well with the Islamists. Will a Christian preacher be committing this new hate crime if he 
goes a little further and denies the supremacy of the Koran, and thus the divinity of 
Allah? Secondly, I assume that the Minister agrees that the serious hatred is coming 
from the jihadists, against non-Muslims and against those brave Muslims who oppose 
the jihadists’ evil creed and form the large majority of the thousands whom they have 
slaughtered. So how can anyone be guilty of hate if they preach their own religion, even 
outside a mosque, and take part in much-needed debate about Islam? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Lords, the Government are clear that anyone 
who preaches any kind of hate has no place here, and I believe that all of us 
across this House unite on that. Bigotry has no place and any kind of hate, be it 
based on race, sexual orientation or religion, has no place in British society. The 
Government, our legal system and our police will stand against that. The noble 
Lord made brief reference to the Prime Minister’s message. My right honourable 
friend mentioned the holy personage of Jesus Christ, whom Muslims celebrate 
because, as the noble Lord well knows, Muslims also regard and revere the 
Prophet Jesus as a prophet of God. 

Lord Polak: My Lords, today is Holocaust Memorial Day—a day to remember those who 
perished and the brave soldiers who helped to liberate the camps, and to remember and 
pay tribute to the depleting band  of  survivors  who  spend  their  days  educating  young  
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people. I also commend the Prime Minister for his announcement today that a fitting 
memorial will be erected adjacent to this House, in Victoria Tower Gardens. Does the 
Minister agree that, today of all days, we should acknowledge where hate crime can 
lead? Does he further agree that the vital task of the Prime Minister’s Holocaust 
foundation should be to concentrate on educating young people as, sadly, there will soon 
be no survivors to tell the story? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I join my noble friend in the sentiments he 
expressed. Indeed, I believe I speak for every Member of this House as we come 
together on this poignant day, when we remember those who passed away in the 
Holocaust—the victims of the biggest crime of genocide against humanity that we 
have seen in the world. We must work together, including on education. I am 
therefore proud that on entering my office in the Home Office, if you look to the 
right, the first certificate you will see is for the Anne Frank Trust UK, which does 
an incredible job in promoting Holocaust education. I praise the efforts of all 
organisations and the work of my noble friend in this respect. 

The Lord Bishop of Worcester: My Lords, does the Minister agree with me that 
Questions phrased in this manner are not conducive to building positive relations 
between faith communities, in particular with Muslim communities, as we are 
endeavouring to do in the church at a time when Muslims are feeling unfairly 
stigmatised? Does he further accept that Muslims, and people of all faiths, greatly enrich 
our society and make a significant contribution to the common good? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I agree with the right reverend Prelate, but I also 
believe very strongly that adversity is an opportunity and that Questions such as 
this present an opportunity to all of us in this House, across the political spectrum, 
to speak with one voice and unite against bigotry in all its ugly guises. … 

Lord McConnell of Glenscorrodale: I think it is this side. Will the Minister agree with me 
that the idea that bigotry and hatred are confined only to the extreme elements in the 
Islamic religion in this country is absolute nonsense? Historically, bigotry and hatred have 
been inflicted on both Catholic and Protestant communities right across the United 
Kingdom by alternative Christian religions. Will he join me in consistently condemning all 
forms of religious sectarianism and bigotry? If we do that in this House, we will perhaps 
have a stronger message to tell the country. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I totally agree with the noble Lord. One other point I 
would add is that whenever we face such bigotry, the resilience of our country and 
our historic legacy shows that when we face those challenges, we come together 
as a more united nation going forward. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, when religions claim competing exclusive truths, 
the end result is conflict. Is it not better to go along with the proposition that the one God 
of us all is not in the least bit interested in our different religious labels but in what we do 
to make life better for those around us? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I totally agree with the noble Lord, who speaks with 
great poignancy and expertise in this area. I regard religion very much as a route: 
we all have the same beginning and the same end, and the religion we follow is 
but a different path towards that end. 

Lord Paddick: My Lords, can the Minister tell the House what research the Government 
are doing into the causes of the genuine and alarming increase in both anti-Muslim and 
anti-Semitic hate crime and whether the increasing anti-Muslim rhetoric in some British 
media—and elsewhere—might be the case? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The noble Lord is quite right to point out what is 
being done. He will be aware from his own previous profession that the 
Government are working with the police and with communities to ensure that any 
kind of religious hate is formally recorded and that people are educated that they 
should report hate crime. From April this year, as the noble Lord will be aware, the 
Government will ensure that anti-Muslim hatred, along with other religious hate 
crime, is formally recorded by every police force across England and Wales. 
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Lord Maginnis of Drumglass: My Lords, is the Minister aware that we have already had 
a case in Northern Ireland, where a Christian Minister was literally persecuted for months 
before eventually being brought before our courts, tried and acquitted? Do we still have 
British law in Northern Ireland, or is that now being adjusted to suit sectarian interests in 
my part of the United Kingdom? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I, for one, am very proud of our justice system 
across the United Kingdom. Despite every challenge and diversity, there is great 
faith in our justice system. As we have seen previously, our justice system even 
stands up for those who seek to divide us or promote hate in our society. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160127-
0001.htm#16012745000325  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 259  The Prime Minister (David Cameron): I know the whole House will want to join 
me in marking Holocaust Memorial Day. It is right that our whole country should stand 
together to remember the darkest hour of humanity. 
Last year, on the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, I said we would build a 
striking national memorial in London to show the importance Britain places on preserving 
the memory of the holocaust. Today, I can tell the House that this memorial will be built in 
Victoria Tower Gardens. It will stand beside Parliament as a permanent statement of our 
values as a nation, and it will be something for our children to visit for generations to 
come. I am grateful to all those who have made this possible, and who have given this 
work the cross-party status that it so profoundly deserves. … 

 

col 260  Jeremy Corbyn: On behalf of the Opposition, I welcome the remarks the Prime 
Minister made about Holocaust Memorial Day. It is the 71st anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau. We have to remember the deepest, darkest days of inhumanity 
that happened then and the genocides that have sadly happened since. We must 
educate another generation to avoid those for all time. … 

 

col 263  Angus Robertson: I begin by associating the Scottish National party with the 
comments of the Prime Minister in relation to Holocaust Memorial Day, and commend 
Governments across the United Kingdom for supporting the Holocaust Educational Trust 
for the important work it does. … 

 

The Prime Minister: First of all, I welcome what the right hon. Gentleman says about the 
Holocaust Educational Trust. I remember as a new constituency MP meeting people from 
the trust and seeing the incredible work they do in my constituency. They work extremely 
hard around the clock but this day is particularly important for them. I urge colleagues 
who have not visited Auschwitz to do so: it is something they will never forget, no matter 
what they have read, films they have seen or books they have interrogated. There is 
nothing like seeing for yourself what happened in the darkest hour for humanity. …  

 

Col 265  Q8. [903276] Bob Blackman: I warmly welcome the Prime Minister’s words on 
creating a national memorial to the victims of the holocaust. Tonight in Harrow, 
representatives of the whole community will come together to listen to the people who 
survived the holocaust. This is the only way we can preserve their memory. My right hon. 
Friend rightly alluded to the wonderful work of the Holocaust Educational Trust in 
allowing literally thousands of young people to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau and to see it at 
first hand. Will he commit the Government to continue funding the Holocaust Educational 
Trust, so that many thousands more can see the horrors of the holocaust? 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160127-0001.htm#16012745000325
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160127-0001.htm#16012745000325
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The Prime Minister: I can certainly make that commitment. We have funded the trust 
with over £10 million since I became Prime Minister. As I said in answer to an earlier 
question, it does excellent work. I also think there is a real need now as, tragically, the 
remaining holocaust survivors are coming to the end of their lives. Many of them—I will 
be spending some time today with some of them—are now speaking up in the most 
moving and powerful way. Recording their testimonies, which must be part of our 
memorial, is absolutely vital. Their description of what they went through and the friends 
and family they lost, is so powerful and moving we must capture it for generations to 
come. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160127/debtext/16012
7-0001.htm#16012749000010  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Greg Clark's speech at the Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration, 27 January 
2016. 
… Nazi Germany taught us – hard though it is to say – that genocide happens not just 
through the choices made by those who perpetrate it, but through the choices made by 
those who fail to stop the perpetrators. 
It’s not just that bystanders look away; it’s that they choose to look away. The soil of 
hatred is fertilised by indifference to wickedness. 
That starts with tolerating small acts of hatred, such as casual stereotyping; only if 
“everyday evil” remains unchecked can wickedness take root, and grow, into the acts 
William Wilberforce urged Parliament towards the abolition of slavery by saying: You may 
choose to look the other way but you can never say again that you did not know. 
On Holocaust Memorial Day, on behalf of the government – and myself – I commit never 
to choose to look away. 
We must all recognise hatred, and challenge it; wherever and whenever we see it. 
which blight humanity.  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/holocaust-memorial-day-commemoration  
 
 

United Nations 

Education key to preventing new genocides, says Ban at UN special event 
honouring Holocaust victims 
… “Today, with a rising tide of anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim bigotry and other forms of 
discrimination, we must do even more to defend these rights for people everywhere,” Mr. 
Ban told hundreds of people at UN Headquarters in New York, attending a memorial 
ceremony. 
Noting that “violent extremism, sectarian tensions and hate-filled ideologies are on the 
march,” the UN chief underlined that civilians are in the crosshairs, and that international 
humanitarian law is being “flouted on a global scale.” … 
Meanwhile, recalling that the Holocaust was a “colossal crime,” Mr. Ban said those who 
deny it only perpetuate falsehoods and make a mockery of the pain. 
“I was profoundly disappointed to learn of another so-called “Holocaust cartoon contest” 
being planned this year in Iran,” he lamented. “At this time of sectarian tensions, mutual 
respect must be foremost in our minds. Spreading hatred and toying with historical facts 
only leads down the dead-end of discord and danger,” he stressed. 
In his remarks, the President of the UN General Assembly said evidence suggests that 
lessons from the past have not been put into practice, noting that the world still sees hate 
speech and actions by governments which incite hatred of others. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160127/debtext/160127-0001.htm#16012749000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160127/debtext/160127-0001.htm#16012749000010
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/holocaust-memorial-day-commemoration
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9420
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/2016/calendar2016.html
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/2016/calendar2016.html
http://www.un.org/pga/70/2016/01/27/holocaust-remembrance-day/


 5 

 

Meanwhile, the Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations said this day of 
commemoration is an occasion to reflect on the past and to consider the message of the 
Holocaust to the present. 
“I planned to come here to speak to you today about the importance of memory,” Danny 
Danon told the audience. “I wanted to discuss the critical lessons we’ve learned from 
history – that we must never bury our head in the sand in the face of extremism and 
antisemitism. The main message of the speech I had prepared was that in order to 
remember, we must listen to the stories from the survivors themselves.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53105#.Vqo53GR96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

Palestinians losing hope under ‘stifling’ Israeli occupation – UN chief 
Amid ongoing violence in the Middle East, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon reiterated today that he can understand why Palestinians are losing hope in the 
face of nearly 50 years of Israeli occupation, a statement that has provoked criticism that 
he was “giving terror a tailwind.” 
“Young people especially are losing hope,” he told the opening today of the 2016 Session 
of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, 
a day after going before the Security Council to condemn Palestinian attacks against 
Israeli civilians, highlight growing Palestinian frustration, and call on Israel to change its 
settlement and other policies. 
“They are angered by the stifling policies of the occupation. They are frustrated by the 
strictures on their daily lives. They watch as Israeli settlements in the occupied West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem, expand and expand. They are losing faith in their own 
leadership to deliver genuine national reconciliation and see the dream of a sovereign, 
contiguous and independent Palestinian state slip away. … 
After yesterday’s speech, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was reported in the 
media to have said: “The words of the UN secretary general give a tailwind to terrorism.” 
Mr. Ban’s spokesman told the regular UN noon briefing today that the Secretary-General 
stands by every word that he used in the Council. “Some have accused the Secretary-
General of justifying terrorism,” Stéphane Dujarric said. “Nothing could be further from 
the truth. The Secretary-General has repeatedly said that nothing, absolutely nothing 
justifies terrorism.  
“The Secretary-General rejects the language that accused him of ‘giving terror a tailwind.’ 
Anyone is free to pick and choose what they like or dislike from the Secretary-General's 
speeches; words can continue to be twisted, but the grave reality cannot,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53110#.Vqo8DmR96nZ  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53105#.Vqo53GR96nY
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9422
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53110#.Vqo8DmR96nZ
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0073/amend/su073-II-b.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  
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