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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Legal Systems: Islam 
Stewart Jackson [23212] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, when 
she expects to publish her Department's review of Sharia courts; and if she will make a 
statement. 

Karen Bradley: The Home Secretary has commissioned a full, independent 
review to enhance our understanding of any misuse of Sharia law. The review will 
report to the Home Secretary before the end of this year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23212/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Schools: Collective Worship 
Lord Storey [HL5274] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to review the 
legal requirements that apply to daily acts of collective worship in school assemblies. 

Lord Nash: The Government does not plan to change the requirements for a daily 
act of collective worship. It is for schools to tailor their provision to suit the needs 
of their pupils, and parents can choose to withdraw their children from all or any 
part of collective worship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-20/HL5274/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Downing Street 

PM: Holocaust memorial will stand beside Parliament as permanent statement of 
our British values 
The  Prime  Minister  David  Cameron  has  today  (27 January 2016) announced that the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23212/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23212/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-20/HL5274/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-20/HL5274/
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national memorial to the Holocaust will be built in the iconic Victoria Tower Gardens, next 
to the Houses of Parliament in Westminster. 
The work to build a striking and prominent national memorial delivers one of the key 
recommendations of the Prime Minister’s Holocaust Commission last year. It is being 
taken forward by the cross-party backed UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation (UKHMF), 
chaired by Sir Peter Bazalgette. Board members include Alex Salmond MP, Lord Andrew 
Feldman, Ed Balls and Liberal Democrat Peer Lord Alliance. 
An international design competition will be launched in the coming weeks and the 
memorial will be built by the end of 2017. Plans for an associated world-class learning 
centre to challenge prejudice in all its forms, will also be announced in the coming 
months. … 
Speaking at the start of Prime Minister’s questions today, Prime Minister David Cameron 
said: I know the whole House will want to join me in marking Holocaust Memorial Day. It 
is right our whole country should stand together to remember the darkest hour of 
humanity. … 
The Chief Rabbi said: The historic announcement today, of the establishment of a 
permanent memorial to the Holocaust, next to Parliament, at the very heart of British 
democracy, will be warmly received by the Jewish community. Indeed, it sends the 
strongest possible message on behalf of the whole country, that the lessons of the 
Holocaust will forever form a part of our national consciousness and that the legacy of 
survivors will be secured for posterity. 
Alex Salmond MP said: It’s absolutely right there should be a permanent and iconic 
national memorial next to Parliament. This should be a catalyst for further 
commemoration and education on the Holocaust across the whole of the United 
Kingdom. I’m proud to be involved with this work and hope that I will be able to add a 
particularly Scottish dimension to how the Holocaust is marked and remembered as part 
of the overall project. … 
Karen Pollock, Chief Executive of Holocaust Educational Trust said: Twenty eight years 
ago when the Holocaust Educational Trust was founded, we may have hoped but would 
never have believed that Holocaust education and commemoration would have become 
so firmly embedded in this country – this memorial, which will be right in the heart of our 
democracy, sends a clear message about the determination of Britain to ensure the 
legacy of the Holocaust for generations to come. 
With education comes remembrance – this special place will give people somewhere to 
remember and reflect. When we no longer have survivors among us, this memorial will 
help to ensure that their experiences are never forgotten. 
Olivia Marks-Woldman, Chief Executive of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, said: The 
UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation shares our goal, to extend the reach and impact of 
Holocaust commemoration, in order to ensure that as a nation we never forget. 
Holocaust Memorial Day is the central focus for Holocaust remembrance in the UK … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-holocaust-memorial-will-stand-beside-
parliament-as-permanent-statement-of-our-british-values  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary marks Holocaust Memorial Day 2016 
Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: On Holocaust Memorial Day, we reflect on the 
terrible events of the Holocaust and pay tribute to those who work tirelessly to ensure 
that this remains forever in our memories. 
This year’s theme ‘don’t stand by’ prompts us to remember that the Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides happened because people stood by while prejudice grew into 
discrimination and discrimination into mass extermination. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-holocaust-memorial-will-stand-beside-parliament-as-permanent-statement-of-our-british-values
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-holocaust-memorial-will-stand-beside-parliament-as-permanent-statement-of-our-british-values
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We remember the people who risked their own lives to save their neighbours, colleagues, 
friends and, in many cases, complete strangers. We draw inspiration from their courage 
and humanity. The Holocaust teaches us about the dangers of allowing prejudice and 
discrimination to run unchecked. It’s our responsibility to ensure that future generations 
understand what caused the Holocaust and reflect upon its consequences. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-marks-holocaust-memorial-day-
2016  
 
Sir Eric Pickles marks Holocaust Memorial Day 
Sir Eric Pickles said: I am pleased that Holocaust Memorial Day this year has the theme 
of ‘Don’t Stand By’. 
It is a powerful reminder that the Holocaust was not a consequence simply of a few Nazi 
monsters, but of the silent acceptance of thousands of people across Europe who chose 
to look the other way while their neighbours, friends and colleagues vanished, often 
never to return. 
As the Stockholm Declaration set out, ‘the selfless sacrifices of those who defied the 
Nazis, and sometimes gave their own lives to protect or rescue the Holocaust’s victims, 
must be inscribed in our hearts’. 
While we honour those who stood up and made a difference during those dark days by 
sheltering and rescuing Jews, we also need to think today, in another era threatened by 
evil and intolerance around the world, how we can do our bit to stand up for our common 
values. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sir-eric-pickles-marks-holocaust-memorial-day  
 
 

Wales Office 

“It is our duty to ensure the memory of the Holocaust never fades” 
Secretary of State for Wales Stephen Crabb … said: Holocaust Memorial Day gives us 
not only the opportunity to learn about the horrific event that shaped our history – but to 
learn from it . 
This year’s message, ‘Don’t Stand By’ is one we must all take to heart - and act upon. 
We must confront the dangers of discrimination and extremism in all its forms and never 
stand aside when we encounter prejudice and hatred. 
While there are millions of stories of loss and suffering from genocides around the world, 
there are also great stories of personal courage and sacrifice. It is our duty to ensure that 
the brutal truths of these events are never dimmed, and that the legacy of some of the 
darkest chapters of our history never fades. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/it-is-our-duty-to-ensure-the-memory-of-the-
holocaust-never-fades  
 
 

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation 

For the first time ever, Susie Lind talks about her rescue through the 
Kindertransport 
Susie Lind, who was rescued from the Nazis by Sir Nicholas Winton’s Kindertransport, 
spoke about her experiences for the first time in almost 80 years. Ms Lind contributed to 
the BBC One documentary programme ‘Children Saved from the Nazis: The Story of Sir 
Nicholas Winton’. … 
“My mother saw me off on the Kindertransport from Prague and she took a handkerchief 
out of her bag in order to wipe my tears at our goodbyes. I knew I would never see my 
parents again. I have kept this handkerchief newly laundered ever since. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-marks-holocaust-memorial-day-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-marks-holocaust-memorial-day-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sir-eric-pickles-marks-holocaust-memorial-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/it-is-our-duty-to-ensure-the-memory-of-the-holocaust-never-fades
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/it-is-our-duty-to-ensure-the-memory-of-the-holocaust-never-fades
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I am glad that I have shared my stories for the sake of being recorded for posterity. 
Sadly, I don’t think the world has learnt lessons from the past. Everybody has to learn to 
live with everybody else regardless of creed or religion. 
Natasha Kaplinsky, board member of UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation, who is leading 
the urgent testimony project said: Susie’s story reminds us of the shocking fact that 
hundreds more children may have lost their lives if it wasn’t for Sir Nicholas Winton’s 
bravery and hard work. 
Our country should be so proud of Sir Nicholas Winton. In the darkest moments of our 
history he showed how the best of humanity can still shine through. When I met him on 
his birthday last year I was struck by his incredible modesty. No matter how many years 
have passed, it’s vital that we still celebrate the life and work of this great man, whilst 
remembering the atrocities of the Holocaust and the stories of those he saved. Our work 
to capture testimony with Holocaust survivors who have not yet spoken is a vital part of 
making sure the UK can fulfil its promise to remember the Holocaust. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/for-the-first-time-ever-susie-lind-talks-about-her-
rescue-through-the-kindertransport  
 

 
Scottish Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2016 
17.06  Stewart Maxwell: … I would like to commend the work of the Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust, which organises Holocaust memorial day, and the work of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, which works hard to educate people, especially children, about the 
realities of the Holocaust and to make sure that we never forget what happened in the 
heart of Europe in the 20th century. … 
It is important for us all to remember that genocide has eight stages and that the eighth 
stage is denial—the perpetrators deny that any crime has ever been committed. The 
Nazis destroyed a great deal of the evidence of their crimes as it became clear that they 
were losing the war. … 
The voices of survivors are vital in giving the lie to denial of the crimes of the Holocaust—
a denial that continues among some people to this day. … 
… most of the children who came on the Kindertransport to Britain … never saw their 
parents again. It is unimaginable for us to have to put our child on a train and to send him 
or her off into an unknown and unknowable future in a foreign country. It is an act of 
courage, love and desperation. …  
The legacy of those who did not stand by continues into the future, long after they are 
dead, not only in the lives of the children whom they saved, but in those saved children’s 
own achievements and offspring and in the shining example of love and courage that 
they present to us today. … 
the good deeds of those who did not stand by continue to bear fruit today and will do so 
long into the future. Good deeds are never done in vain. We must, in these rather 
frightening times, remember the heroism and courage of those in the past who did not 
stand by, but held out a hand of friendship, support and solidarity to imperilled children. 
We must not just remember them, but commit to doing the same. …  

 

17.13  Ken Macintosh: … I have had the privilege of knowing several Holocaust 
survivors … What stands out about all those remarkable people is not the scars of their 
experiences but their warmth, generosity and humanity. Our world has been scarred by 
the apparent genocide of the Holocaust. In parts of the world today, the barbarity of 
killing people because of their religion or ethnicity continues. People are being thrown off 
buildings to their deaths because they are gay. Our response to that cannot be anti-
Semitism and Islamophobia. It should be the tolerance, kindness and humanity that has 
been shown by survivors …  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/for-the-first-time-ever-susie-lind-talks-about-her-rescue-through-the-kindertransport
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/for-the-first-time-ever-susie-lind-talks-about-her-rescue-through-the-kindertransport
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17.17  Kenneth Gibson: … It is vitally important to remember the 11 million men, women 
and children who were murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe during world 
war two. More than half of those people were Jewish and they faced that mass 
extermination simply because they were Jewish. During world war two, two thirds of 
Jewish people who were living in Europe were killed by the Nazis, although in some 
countries, such as the Baltic states and Poland, more than 90 per cent were murdered in 
a few short years. 
It is not just the deaths of those people that we must remember but the cruelty, torture 
and humiliation that many of them suffered and the way in which they were hunted 
mercilessly by their fellow man. …  
The horror that the Jewish people faced during world war two is one that we truly struggle 
to understand. However, it is vital that we do not shy away from difficult issues and 
continue to educate communities across Scotland about the tragic events of the 
Holocaust. …  

 

17.22   Jackson Carlaw: … Last year we commemorated the 70th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz. It would be tempting to think that the enormity of that crime, 
perpetrated by the Nazis, was brought to an end and that the persecution of the Jews 
stopped that day. I think that that is to misunderstand the deeply seated anti-Semitism 
that existed across Europe prior to the war, which the Nazi party fuelled and also fed off. 
The Jews from a dozen countries who were deported to eastern Europe to be 
exterminated were very often deported with the complicit support of local populations. … 
The deeply rooted anti-Semitism that preceded the war did not end with the liberation of 
the concentration camps—it carried on. That is why the lessons of the Holocaust, which 
we have heard about in Parliament today and which we commemorate with this 
anniversary, are so important that they must be restated at every opportunity. …  

 

17.26  Mark McDonald: … the Holocaust did not simply appear out of the sky and arrive 
all of a sudden. There was a long lead-in to it and the Nazis capitalised on a wave of anti-
Semitic sentiment that was often fuelled by prominent individuals and media outlets. That 
promoted and endorsed a certain view of the Jews, which allowed that view to gain 
public traction and desensitised many people to the horrors that would be committed in 
society, even before the final solution was enacted. …  
I fear, we are reaching that stage again. If we look around, we see inflammatory rhetoric 
being put across in the pages of mainstream newspapers in relation to individuals of 
certain religions or ethnic backgrounds and we see the rhetoric of certain high-profile 
political candidates and politicians in relation to those of specific backgrounds. 
I also fear that many of the lessons that have been learned and arguments that have 
been made since the Holocaust are lost and falling on some deaf ears as economic 
difficulty is once again blamed on a specific section of society. We must stand firm 
against that, and ensure that that rhetoric does not win the day and that people who put 
across those arguments and who would be susceptible to them are shown not only the 
error of the arguments but where they lead. They would have led in the past to the 
Kindertransport being turned away, in the way that many people are arguing that 
unaccompanied refugee children should not be accepted into our borders. They led in 
the Holocaust to the mass extermination of people. …  

 

17.31  The Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland’s Languages (Dr Alasdair 
Allan): … As we focus on the contemporary relevance of the Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides, we should consider our individual responsibilities not to be bystanders to hate 
crime, prejudice or international threats of genocide. … 
… we must ensure that the Holocaust, Nazi persecution and subsequent genocides are 
not forgotten, trivialised or—crucially—denied. … 
I also thank the Holocaust Educational Trust for placing the book of commitment in the 
Parliament this week and for the outstanding work that the trust does. The Scottish 
Government is pleased to have been able to provide funding for senior pupils from 
Scottish schools to visit  Auschwitz for some seven years — since 2009.  As a result, well  
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over 2,000 school pupils have visited Auschwitz and learned from the experience. … 
We must never be complacent about intolerance and hatred. We must challenge and 
eradicate all forms of discrimination and prejudice wherever we can. …  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10333&i=95048#
ScotParlOR  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Brandon Low (Auchmuty High School, Glenrothes): … In September last year we 
participated in the Holocaust Educational Trust’s lessons from Auschwitz project with 
200 Scottish students. We were honoured to meet survivor Zigi Shipper—the most 
inspiring man I have ever met. Having survived the Lódz ghetto, Auschwitz and a death 
march, Zigi came to Britain as a teenager in 1947. 
For a man who had experienced such indescribable horrors, he was surprisingly at 
peace. As he spoke, the room fell silent. I had never felt so moved, yet I was 
disappointed by my naivety. I did not know about the children who were forced to grow 
up so quickly and I had not considered the physical suffering that they had endured. I 
had not thought about what it really meant to have survived the Holocaust. … 
Lauren Galloway (Auchmuty High School, Glenrothes): … The theme of Holocaust 
memorial day 2016 is “Don’t stand by”. I will not stand by as the Holocaust is forgotten. I 
will not stand by as people forget the anti-Semitism, intolerance and prejudice that led 
people such as Zigi to be sent to places such as Auschwitz, and I will not stand by and 
allow that hatred to repeat itself. I encourage people around Scotland to join me 
in pledging to do the same. … 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10333&i=95040&
c=1904579#ScotParlOR  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Answers 

4:34  Julie Morgan: … tomorrow we will be marking Holocaust Memorial Day, and 
numerous events will be held. There will be an event on the steps of the Senedd to draw 
attention to all victims of the Holocaust, but in particular drawing attention to members of 
the Gypsy community, who were also victims, but are not always recognised as being so. 
Will it be possible for the Welsh Government, in some way, to give an assessment on 
how children in Wales now view the Holocaust, and the impact that it does have on the 
various communities who have descendants here in Wales?  

Jane Hutt: … On your second question, in terms of marking Holocaust Memorial 
Day and the events that will take place tomorrow—and I certainly will be joining 
you on the steps of the Senedd, as well as attending events in Barry tomorrow 
evening—I think what’s very important is the role of the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust. They’ve produced resources for use in school settings, and the Welsh 
Government has supported and promoted these through ‘Dysg’, our newsletter to 
schools. And these, of course, are available to download on the website, and we 
do hope that many schools across Wales are making use of them.  
But I think, also, you have focused particularly on members of the Gypsy 
community, who were also victims, but not always recognised. And I think that’s 
where we look to the Welsh Government’s ‘Travelling together’ curriculum, which 
the Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty would want to draw to our 
attention. That resource has been available since March 2014, and of course it 
does contain curriculum resources to support learning on the Holocaust, and, 
particularly, the terrible impact on the Gypsy and Traveller community. …  

 http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3532&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#268810  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10333&i=95048#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10333&i=95048#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10333&i=95040&c=1904579#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10333&i=95040&c=1904579#ScotParlOR
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3532&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#268810
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3532&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#268810
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European Commission 

Message by President Jean-Claude Juncker to the Jewish community on the 
occasion of Holocaust Remembrance Day 2016 
"Condemned to hide" – I never imagined I would see headlines like this in my lifetime. I 
never imagined a Rabbi in Marseille would have to tell his Community it might be better 
to hide the kippa, I never imagined that Jewish schools and Synagogues would have to 
be guarded, I never imagined a Europe where Jews feel so insecure that immigration to 
Israel reaches an all-time high. 71 years after the liberation of Auschwitz this is 
intolerable. 
Europe cannot and will not accept this. Attacks on Jews are attacks on all of us – against 
our way of living, against tolerance and against our identity. Today's Europe has a lot to 
be proud of but we must never forget where we come from: Europe saw the worst 
horrors that humans can inflict on each other. This tragedy lies deep in our soul when we 
commemorate today the death of 6 million Jews - men, women and children – 6 million 
unlived lives. But as Claude Lanzmann once explained, the Hebrew word for honouring 
the death also means to remember and to recall – and Europe's responsibility is to 
remember for the future. … 
Our entire society has a duty to prevent Anti-Semitism and we must fight it on every 
corner – whether on the extreme right or the extreme left or when it is instigated by 
extreme Islamists. … 
We are determined: Never again. Because a Europe of hate is one that we refuse. 
Because a Europe without Jews would be no longer Europe. 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-158_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini on 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
The scar, the indelible scar that the Shoah has left across Europe, is and must forever be 
seared into our collective memory. As Eli Wiesel said, “to forget a Holocaust is to kill 
twice.” 
As time passes, we share a responsibility to remember the Shoah, to mourn its victims, to 
keep supporting the tireless engagement of the survivors in keeping the memory alive. 
It is not only a responsibility towards the Jewish people, it is a responsibility towards 
mankind, towards future generations, towards Europe itself. If we forget the dark history 
of our continent, we run the risk of underestimating how crucial it is to preserve peace, 
unity and diversity inside our continent. 
We must be honest enough to admit that more than 70 years after the Shoah, anti-
Semitism is still alive in our "civilized" European Union. As alive is the fear of diversity, 
the temptation to look for scapegoats in difficult times, instead of working at ways to 
make our times less difficult, for all. 
Our duty is to ensure that present and future generations are conscious of the roots of 
the Holocaust. Understanding evil, and how it so easily made its way into our own 
societies, is the first step to prevent evil from prevailing again. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160127_01_en.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-158_en.htm?locale=en
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160127_01_en.htm
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European Union Agency for Human Rights (FRA) 

Antisemitism continues unabated across the EU 
On International Holocaust Remembrance day, FRA honours the memory of the victims 
and renews its calls for the EU and its Member States to increase their efforts to combat 
antisemitism, a phenomenon that shows no sign of waning. 
Indeed, terrorist attacks in Belgium, France and Denmark, widespread antisemitic 
cyberhate and continued verbal and physical abuse of Jews or their property serve as a 
sad reminder that Jewish people in the EU continue to face antisemitism to this day. … 
Tackling antisemitism needs concerted action by the EU, its Member States and civil 
society organisations. However, as FRA’s annual overview on data on antisemitic 
incidents available in the EU shows, a lack of robust data on the prevalence of 
antisemitism limits the capability of policy makers to develop and implement targeted 
measures to combat the phenomenon. 
The persistence of antisemitic and other bias-related crimes in the EU make the activities 
of the Working party on improving reporting and recording of hate crime in the EU 
established last year by FRA particularly important. A compendium of practices currently 
under development by the working party will be published in April 2016, helping to enable 
both victims all over the EU to report incidents of hate crime and law enforcement 
agencies to properly record them. This in turn should help increase the investigation of 
offences and their eventual prosecution, helping victims of hate crime to obtain redress 
for what they have suffered. 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/antisemitism-continues-unabated-across-eu   
 
 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

On International Holocaust Remembrance Day, OSCE calls for increased education 
to counter intolerance 
“Today we commemorate the six million murdered European Jews, the Sinti and Roma, 
forced labourers, we commemorate the prisoners of war perished by starvation, the 
victims of euthanasia, the homosexuals and all those that defied the terror for religious 
and political motivations or simply for reasons of humanity,” said the OSCE Chairperson-
in-Office, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier. 
“The darkest chapter of Germany’s history has marked our identity; it will remain linked to 
our country. There is no letting go of the past in history,” Steinmeier added. “We all have 
the responsibility to pass this commemoration on to future generations and to intensify 
education, dialogue and personal exchanges to this end.” 
“This day urges us to remain aware of the burden borne by and fate of refugees today 
seeking shelter in Europe from persecution, hatred, war and terror,” the Chairperson-in-
Office said. “And we also take seriously the concerns raised by the arrival of this large 
number of people. If Jews and people of different religions and beliefs cannot feel safe in 
Europe, none of us can feel safe.” 
Steinmeier emphasized that countering anti-Semitism is an important focus among the 
goals of the German OSCE Chairmanship in 2016. … 
“Paying tribute to the victims of the Holocaust is only the first step,” said Rabbi Andrew 
Baker, the Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on Combating 
Anti-Semitism. “It remains crucial, especially in light of recent anti-Semitic incidents that 
have left an increasing number of Jews uncertain about their future, that our efforts to 
counter anti-Semitism and promote tolerance and acceptance be stronger than ever.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/218741  
 
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2015/antisemitism-summary-overview-situation-data-collection-european-union/publications
http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2015/antisemitism-summary-overview-situation-data-collection-european-union/publications
http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2015/working-party-improving-reporting-and-recording-hate-crime-eu
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/antisemitism-continues-unabated-across-eu
http://www.osce.org/odihr/218741
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United Nations 

Remembering Holocaust, Ban urges all to denounce political and religious 
ideologies that set people against people 
Marking the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the 
Holocaust, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged everyone to 
denounce political and religious ideologies that set people against people. 
“The Holocaust was a colossal crime,” said Mr. Ban in a message. “No-one can deny the 
evidence that it happened. By remembering the victims and honouring the courage of the 
survivors and those who assisted and liberated them, we annually renew our resolve to 
prevent such atrocities and reject the hateful mentality that allows them.” … 
Mr. Ban further indicated that for more than a decade, the Holocaust and the United 
Nations Outreach Programme has worked to educate young people about the Holocaust, 
noting that many partners – including Holocaust survivors – continue to contribute to this 
work. 
“The memory of the Holocaust is a powerful reminder of what can happen when we stop 
seeing our common humanity,” he warned. “Let us all speak out against anti-Semitism 
and attacks against religious, ethnic or other groups. Let us create a world where dignity 
is respected, diversity is celebrated, and peace is permanent,” he concluded. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53099#.VqjgPmR96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Origin Marking 
Grahame Morris [22765] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, what changes she plans to make to advice on her Department's website relating 
to (a) goods for which an origin is indicated on their labelling, (b) goods from Golan and 
(c) other goods in response to the European Commission's Interpretative Notice on 
indication of origin of goods from the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967, 
published on 11 November 2015. 

George Eustice: The Commission’s Notice recommends that goods imported into 
the EU which originate from Israeli settlements in the occupied territories should 
bear an indication which makes that provenance clear. That recommendation is 
already included in the current technical advice to UK retailers and importers 
concerning the labelling of agricultural produce from the West Bank which was 
issued by Defra in 2009. There is therefore no need for changes at this stage. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-18/22765/ 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Asylum 
Lord Green of Deddington [HL4837] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many 
asylum applications have been made in each of the last five years by applicants who 
entered the UK on a student visa; what were the nationalities of each applicant; how 
many of those applications were refused, and how many unsuccessful applicants were 
subsequently removed. 

 

http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/2016/sg.html
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53099#.VqjgPmR96nY
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-18/22765/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-18/22765/
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Lord Bates: Over the last five years there have been 15,470 cases of individuals 
who have entered on a student visa and subsequently also went on to claim 
asylum. Details by year and nationality are below. 
Unfortunately the way corresponding data is held on asylum outcome means that 
to obtain the numbers of cases that were granted, refused and removed could 
only be achieved at disproportionate cost. 
Extract from table: 

Visa 
Nationality 

Asylum Year Grand 
Total 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Israel    1 1 2 

Palestinian 
Authority 

18 24 30 25 30 127 

Note: The figures quoted have been derived from internal 
management information and are therefore provisional and 
subject to change. 

To read the full table see 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4837/  
 
  

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft of the UK Mission to the UN at the 
Security Council Open Debate on the Middle East 
… Since our last open debate, the situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories has sadly deteriorated. The violence that we saw in October is fast becoming 
the new normal. 
We absolutely and unreservedly condemn every act of this violence, whoever the 
perpetrator, whoever the victim, and all incitement to violence. We see three clear steps 
the parties must take. 
First, they need to do all they can to de-escalate tensions, not inflame them. Second they 
need to re-establish a mechanism to deal with incitement as they have previously 
committed to do. Those responsible for the violence need to be held to account. And 
third, to achieve genuine peace and stability, the underlying causes of the conflict have to 
be addressed, so those who currently feel despair and fear can instead have a brighter 
future to hope for. … 
Continued settlement building, demolitions of Palestinian property and evictions also 
continue to cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. Such acts harm the 
peace process. Recent months have seen further settlement activity, including the 
expansion of the Gush Etzion settlement agreed earlier this month and reports last week 
that 385 acres of land south of Jericho have been declared Israeli ‘state land’. We are 
concerned by these developments, and call on Israel to reverse its decisions. …  
The international community, including this Council, needs to demonstrate that we have 
not forgotten the people most affected by this conflict. The UK remains committed to 
working with the US, EU, the Quartet, the United Nations and key regional partners to 
encourage steps that improve the lives of ordinary Palestinians and ensure Israelis are 
safe and secure. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/given-the-level-of-barbarism-it-is-unsurprising-
that-syria-remains-the-worlds-worst-humanitarian-crisis  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4837/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4837/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/given-the-level-of-barbarism-it-is-unsurprising-that-syria-remains-the-worlds-worst-humanitarian-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/given-the-level-of-barbarism-it-is-unsurprising-that-syria-remains-the-worlds-worst-humanitarian-crisis


 11 

 

United Nations 

UN chief delivers impassioned plea to Israelis and Palestinians to compromise for 
peace 
Condemning Palestinian attacks against Israeli civilians, highlighting growing Palestinian 
frustration at a half century of occupation, and calling on Israel to change its settlement 
and other policies, United Nations Secretary-General today urged both sides to seize the 
“historic challenge” of compromise to secure a two-state solution. 
“A lasting agreement will require difficult compromises by both the Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders,” he told the Security Council at the start of a day-long discussion of the Middle 
East conflict. “Yes – but what are the alternatives? The continuing deadly wave of terror 
attacks and killings?” he asked, “The possible financial collapse of the Palestinian 
Government?” 
“Ever greater isolation of the Israeli Government? A further deterioration of humanitarian 
conditions in Gaza and the agonizing build-up to another terrible war? A hollowing of the 
moral foundation of both Israeli and Palestinian societies alike, a creeping moral 
blindness that ignores the suffering – and indeed the humanity – of one’s neighbour?” … 
Mr. Ban condemned Palestinian stabbings, vehicle attacks and shootings against Israeli 
civilians and noted that clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security forces continue 
to claim lives. 
“But security measures alone will not stop the violence. They cannot address the 
profound sense of alienation and despair driving some Palestinians – especially young 
people,” he said, stressing that the full force of the law must be applied equally to all who 
commit crimes, both Israelis and Palestinians alike. 
He noted that, as oppressed peoples have shown throughout the ages, it is human 
nature to react to occupation, which often serves as a potent incubator of hate and 
extremism, while so-called facts on the ground in the occupied West Bank are steadily 
chipping away the viability of a Palestinian state and the ability of Palestinian people to 
live in dignity. … 
“Progress towards peace requires a freeze of Israel’s settlement enterprise. Continued 
settlement activities are an affront to the Palestinian people and to the international 
community. They rightly raise fundamental questions about Israel’s commitment to a two-
state solution,” … 
“Provocative acts,” such Israel’s reported plans for over 150 new homes in illegal 
settlements in the occupied West Bank and the declaration of 370 acres in the West 
Bank, south of Jericho, as ‘state land’ are bound to increase the growth of settler 
populations, further heightening tensions and undermining any prospects for a political 
road ahead. … 
“I continue to strongly believe that conditions in Gaza pose a severe threat to long-term 
peace and security in the region,” he said, while also calling for reuniting the West Bank 
and Gaza under a single legitimate Palestinian authority. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53096#.Vqjvn1N96nY 
 
Act Now to Prevent Two-State Solution from ‘Slipping Away Forever’, Secretary-
General Warns during Security Council Debate 
… Following [the Secretary General’s] remarks [above], the Permanent Observer for the 
State of Palestine, said failure to compel Israel’s compliance with the law had caused 
immense suffering for Palestinians.  The United Nations must act in line with its own 
resolutions.  “The inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to self-
determination and freedom, are non-negotiable”, he said, pressing the Council to fulfil its 
responsibilities to end the occupation.  “It is your duty and it cannot be delegated, 
delayed or dismissed.” 
Israel’s representative said the road to peace was long, but his country was committed to  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9417
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53096#.Vqjvn1N96nY
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making every effort.  The Palestinians, however, had refused to come to the negotiating 
table.  “We want peace with security,” he emphasized.  Palestinians, on the other hand, 
sought reward for unilateral actions.  Rewarding the Palestinian Authority would only 
push them further from the table because that institution provided monthly stipends of 
$3,500 to the families of terrorists in areas where the average salary was $600, he 
said.  The Council must call upon Palestinians to condemn terror attacks, demand that 
they stop incitement and stop giving them incentives to avoid dialogue. 
During the ensuing debate, speakers condemned the escalating violence, urging the 
parties to do their utmost to de-escalate tensions and re-establish a mechanism to 
address incitement, since continuing hostilities chipped away at the validity of the Oslo 
Accords.  Many called for resumed negotiations, while several voiced opposition to 
Israel’s settlement expansion, especially in Area C, pressing the Council to shoulder its 
responsibility to hold it to account by requiring its withdrawal from occupied territory. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12219.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Lebanon: Military Aid 
Andrew Stephenson [23071] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what 
assessment his Department has made of the effect equipment gifted to the Lebanese 
armed forces between 2012 and 2015 on that country's ability to secure its border with 
Syria against (a) the spread of the Syrian conflict, (b) the movement of Hezbollah fighters 
supporting the Assad Regime and (c) the movement of Daesh fighters. 

Penny Mordaunt: The UK is committed to the security of Lebanon, including 
helping the Lebanese state secure its borders. From 2012-2015 we used over £30 
million to help the Lebanese army raise and equip three Land Border Regiments 
(LBRs) deployed along the border with Syria. The project provides the LBRs with 
border towers, non-lethal equipment, mentoring and training. This has had a direct 
effect in mitigating contagion from the war in Syria. The border regiments 
successfully repel frequent attacks by Daesh on Lebanese territory. 75% of the 
Syria-Lebanon border will be under state control by March 2016, and the rest will 
be further secured with the establishment of a fourth LBR in financial year 2016-
17. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23071/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12219.doc.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23071/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23071/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html


 13 

 

** Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-
0002.htm#16012625000001  
 

Legislative Grand Committee (England and Wales), House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-
0003.htm#16012631000011  
 

Third Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-
0003.htm#16012631001356  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-0002.htm#16012625000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-0002.htm#16012625000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-0003.htm#16012631000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-0003.htm#16012631000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-0003.htm#16012631001356
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160126/debtext/160126-0003.htm#16012631001356
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR

