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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Child Refugees in Europe 
col 39  The Minister for Immigration (James Brokenshire): … we have a resettlement 
scheme for the most vulnerable Syrian refugees—those in the most need. Some 1,000 
arrived before Christmas, about half of them children. A further 19,000 will be resettled 
by the end of this Parliament, and many of those will be children too. … 
We have heard calls for the UK to take more unaccompanied children from within the EU. 
The Prime Minister has committed to looking again at this issue, and it is currently under 
review. … 

 

col 40  Yvette Cooper: … This week, many of us will sign the Holocaust Memorial Day 
book of commitment. Our colleague in the House of Lords, Lord Alf Dubs, was saved 
from the holocaust by the Kindertransport many generations ago. Now he is asking us, 
through his Lords amendment, to back Save the Children’s campaign to help a new 
generation of vulnerable children. Please will the Government agree to this before more 
children disappear or die? … 

 

col 41  Eric Pickles: It is important not to stretch the analogy with the Kindertransport too 
far. We need to remember that on the last train, which was disrupted by the war, only two 
of the children survived and the rest, along with their families, were killed. However, there 
are some clear parallels that we need to address. We need to remember the enormous 
contribution that the Kindertransport made to this country: distinguished doctors, 
surgeons and Members of both Houses were saved by it. 
I am pleased that the Prime Minister is looking at this matter again. He is quite right to try 
to keep children in the region … There are children at risk, and I urge the Government to 
look carefully at that. … 

 

James Brokenshire: My right hon. Friend is obviously right to recall Holocaust Memorial 
Day, which we will mark on 27 January. I was at the Home Office earlier this afternoon 
for our own recognition of that very important event, given the context of what happened 
then and the need to ensure that the lessons of the past are remembered today. … 

 

col 42  Andy Burnham: … As others have said, this week we will remember the awful 
events of the holocaust and the Kindertransport. Surely now is the time to take inspiration 
from those British heroes of the last century and act to change the course of history in 
this. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160125/debtext/16012
5-0001.htm#1601254000003 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160125/debtext/160125-0001.htm#1601254000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160125/debtext/160125-0001.htm#1601254000003
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Home Office 

Legal Advice: The proper lawful authority for taking and retaining human tissue in 
a post mortem examination 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/495006/Hu
man_Tissue_Retention_Advice_1__revised_17_06_11___f_.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Secretary of State for Education 
col 18  T3. [903191] Graham Evans: As we approach Holocaust Memorial Day this 
Wednesday, will the Secretary of State and my hon. Friend the Minister for Schools 
reaffirm her Department’s commitment to continue funding the Holocaust Educational 
Trust’s “Lessons from Auschwitz” project, which has enabled 28,000 students and 
teachers to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau? 

The Minister for Schools (Mr Nick Gibb): My hon. Friend is right: every young 
person should learn about the holocaust and the lessons it teaches us today. In 
recognition of its significance, teaching of the holocaust is compulsory in the 
national curriculum. For the past 10 years the Department for Education has 
funded the Holocaust Educational Trust’s “Lessons from Auschwitz” project, 
which, as my hon. Friend said, has taken more than 28,000 students to visit the 
site of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. We will continue to promote, 
support and fund teaching of the holocaust. 

Mr Speaker: Of course, as some Members will know, we commemorated Holocaust 
Memorial Day in a reception in Speaker’s House last week. Many survivors of the 
holocaust were there, and I do not think anybody present is likely to forget the occasion. 
Lucy Powell: As somebody who went on a “Lessons from Auschwitz” visit with 
schoolchildren from Manchester in the last few weeks, may I echo earlier comments 
about how moving and important it is? … 

Nicky Morgan: I welcome the hon. Lady’s comments about the “Lessons from 
Auschwitz” project. Like her, I have visited Auschwitz with schools in my 
constituency. It was an incredibly moving experience, and I recommend that all 
Members of the House take the opportunity to do so. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160125/debtext/16012
5-0001.htm#1601254000026  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Lessons from Auschwitz Project 
More than £280,000 renewed funding to Holocaust Educational Trust. …  
The funding will continue to provide post-16 students from every school and college in 
Scotland the opportunity to participate in a one-day visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau and 
attend seminars to learn about the Holocaust as well as hearing testimony from a 
survivor. 
Signing the Trust's Book of Commitment in the lead up to Holocaust Memorial Day the 
FM said: “Last year marked the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. We also 
commemorated the 20th anniversary of the genocide at Srebrenica. Both anniversaries 
are a reminder of the  consequences  that  can  arise when people are given a  license to  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/495006/Human_Tissue_Retention_Advice_1__revised_17_06_11___f_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/495006/Human_Tissue_Retention_Advice_1__revised_17_06_11___f_.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160125/debtext/160125-0001.htm#1601254000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160125/debtext/160125-0001.htm#1601254000026
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exploit difference and encourage hatred. 
“As we approach the national Holocaust Memorial Day one way of working to ensure that 
nothing like the Holocaust ever happens again, is to ensure that it is never forgotten. The 
Holocaust Educational Trust does excellent work in raising awareness among the wider 
public through the Lessons from Auschwitz Project. 
“By learning and reflecting on the horrors of the Holocaust the Trust plays an important 
part in spurring us on to create a better future and a society where people respect each 
other no matter what their differences.” 
Holocaust Educational Trust Chief Executive Karen Pollock said: “Thousands of Scottish 
students have visited Auschwitz-Birkenau as part of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project and with this renewed support, many thousands more 
will be able to have this life-changing experience. We are delighted that the First Minister 
and the Scottish Government recognise the value of this unique educational programme 
- with this funding, Holocaust education in Scotland is in safe hands.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Lessons-from-Auschwitz-Project-21db.aspx 

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Oral Answer 

Maghaberry Prison: CJINI Report 
6. Mr Milne asked the Minister of Justice what communication he has had with the 
Criminal Justice Inspection since the conclusion of its report into Maghaberry prison in 
January 2016. (AQO 9440/11-16) …  

Mr Ford: … Just this morning, I visited Magilligan prison, where I saw good work 
being done that is being used to educate young people from schools in the north-
west area on the Holocaust. Wednesday is Holocaust Memorial Day. Prisoners, in 
their own time, did paintings and various bits of artwork. In one case, an old 
Nissen hut had the names of 600 people who died in concentration camps 
highlighted by prisoners putting their own effort and time into making that a 
suitable exhibition for training young people. It is an example of the good work 
that is being done, notwithstanding the challenges identified at Maghaberry last 
May. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/01/25&docID=2
55808#1860256  
 

 

United Nations 

Exhibition on Life after Survival of Holocaust to Open at United Nations 
Headquarters 
The exhibition “Life after Survival” … is part of a week-long series of Holocaust 
remembrance activities at the United Nations.  The International Day of Commemoration 
in memory of the victims of the Holocaust, 27 January, will be observed under the theme 
“The Holocaust and Human Dignity”. 
“Life after Survival” shows how a small international group of volunteers — the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration Team 182 — worked for the benefit of 
young Holocaust survivors in Kloster Indersdorf, a convent near Dachau.  There, they 
established the first international children’s centre for unaccompanied and displaced 
children in the American zone of post-war Germany.  They provided food, shelter, 
medical care and helped young people reconnect with their relatives or migrate to Israel. 
… The exhibition is organized by the Concentration Camp Memorial Site Flossenbürg in 
Germany.  It is endorsed by the Permanent Mission of Germany to the  United Nations in  
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Lessons-from-Auschwitz-Project-21db.aspx
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/01/25&docID=255808#1860256
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/01/25&docID=255808#1860256
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cooperation with the non-governmental organizations Heimatverein Indersdorf and 
Lagergemeinschaft Dachau. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/note6468.doc.htm  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

High Commissioner Statement on International Day of Commemoration in Memory 
of the Victims of the Holocaust 
The Holocaust will forever remain a terrible scar on the human conscience. Its hideous 
reality of planned and deliberate mass murder must lead us to deep reflection on the 
roots and spread of such violence. 
Discrimination and hatred swelled, and became enflamed. Hate speech incited violence. 
Groups of women, men and children – Jews, Roma, Slavs, disabled people, political 
dissidents and others – were singled out as enemies, and deemed somehow less than 
human. They were  humiliated, persecuted, attacked. And then the transportations 
began, with large numbers of people openly transported to concentration camps and 
killing centres. 
This sickening process of escalating prejudice was resisted by many brave individuals. 
But at every stage of this massive crime against humanity, millions of others  assisted, 
supported, or shied away from protesting the steps that led to genocide. 
Today, as we commemorate the victims of the Holocaust, I hope that all of us can reflect 
on the need to continue to combat racism and religious or ethnic intolerance in every 
form, and with all our might. This is our solemn duty to the memory of the victims: to 
demonstrate civic courage, and responsible governance. We must prevent future acts of 
genocide by meeting the challenge that humanity still faces today – the task of learning 
to live together, as equals, in dignity, and with respect. …  
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16989&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Press Freedom 
Baroness Deech [HL5109] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the Palestinian Authority concerning the alleged torture by Hamas of the 
Palestinian journalist Ayman al-Aloul, and respect for press freedoms. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this issue with the 
Palestinian Authority, we are clear that journalists should have the protection that 
allows them to do their jobs in safety. Freedom of the media is an important 
principle of human rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5109/  
 

Israel: Prisons 
Baroness Tonge [HL5121] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the level of involvement of the British company G4S in running prisons in 
Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns:  While  the British  Government has not  made an  
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/note6468.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16989&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16989&LangID=E
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5109/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5109/
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assessment of the level of involvement of G4S in the running of Israeli prisons, we 
have made clear in meetings with G4S our concerns about Israel’s conduct of the 
occupation. In April 2013, G4S publicly confirmed that they would not renew a 
number of security contracts in the West Bank ‘to ensure that G4S Israel business 
practices remain in line with our own business ethics policy’. These include the 
servicing of security equipment at Ofer Military Prison, at West Bank checkpoints 
and at a police station in the contentious E-1 area of the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5121/  
 

Israel: Prisons 
Baroness Tonge [HL5122] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the welfare of children in prisons in 
Israel run by G4S. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not had any discussions with the 
Israeli authorities concerning the welfare of children in specific prisons in Israel 
run by G4S, officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised our concerns about the 
treatment of Palestinian minors in Israeli military detention with the Israeli Chief 
Military Prosecutor on 23 November 2015. 
We continue to push for further measures to ensure that international standards 
are upheld in regards to the treatment of Palestinian children detained. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5122/  
 

Israel: Prisons 
Baroness Tonge [HL5123] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the level of improvement in the conditions of children in prisons in Israel 
since the publication in 2012 of the report by British lawyers Children in Military Custody. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) progress 
report of October 2013 noted that Israel has taken some positive steps towards 
addressing the recommendations in the 2012 report by updating the existing 
Standard Operating Procedures and policies in relation to the arrest of minors. 
These updates included changing the policy on methods of restraint and the use 
of blindfolds. Israel also increased the age of majority for Palestinian children. The 
Israeli military committed to conducting a pilot of using written summons instead 
of night-time arrests. 
We welcome the steps taken to date, but we continue to call for further measures, 
including the mandatory use of audio-visual recording of interrogations, 
investigation into continued reports of single-hand ties being used, and an end to 
solitary confinement for children. 
We are also funding a follow up mission by the British lawyers who conducted the 
report in February. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5123/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at  
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5126] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel concerning the whereabouts and medical 
condition of the two Birzeit students who were arrested on 7 October and are being 
detained in an undisclosed location. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns:  We have not had any discussions with the Israeli  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5121/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5121/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5122/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5122/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5123/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5123/
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
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authorities on this issue. Officials in our Embassy in Tel Aviv have, however, 
raised our concerns over the treatment of Palestinian detainees on many 
occasions, including with the Israeli Ministry of Justice, Attorney General’s Office 
and National Security Council. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5126/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Lord Judd [HL5159] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about the humanitarian consequences in the acute 
winter season, especially for children, of the destruction by the Israeli Civil Administration 
of Bedouin homes and communities in Area C near East Jerusalem, including that of Abu 
Nwar on 6 January; and what discussions they have had with the Israelis about whether 
such actions accentuate counter-productive security consequences. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: An official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised 
our concerns on this issue with the Israeli Office for the Coordination of 
Government Activities in the Territories on 13 January. Officials from our 
Consulate General in Jerusalem and the Department for International 
Development visited Abu Nwar on 19 January alongside EU colleagues. The UK 
is deeply concerned by Israeli proposals to relocate the Bedouin population from 
the E1 area, which the UN have said could constitute forcible transfer. These 
plans could have a devastating impact on the communities concerned and will 
likely open the way for further settlement expansion – endangering the viability of 
a two-state solution. Our position is clear: demolitions cause unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; and are, in all 
but the most exceptional of cases, contrary to international humanitarian law. The 
Fourth Geneva Convention is clear that the destruction of any real or personal 
property in Occupied Territory is not justified unless it is rendered absolutely 
necessary by military operations. We also make clear to Israel that forcible 
transfer would be a breach of international humanitarian law and would have 
serious ramifications on Israel’s international standing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5159/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Anne Main [22744] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
what steps he is taking to ensure freedom of religion or belief are promoted in countries 
with high levels of persecution on the grounds of religion or belief. 

David Lidington: This Government is firmly committed to promoting and 
protecting the right to freedom of religion or belief around the world, and to being 
a strong voice internationally in defence of this fundamental right. Our work on 
freedom of religion or belief continues to be an integral part of our new strategic 
approach to human rights, refocusing our work around three themes: democratic 
values and the rule of law; strengthening the rules-based international system; 
and human rights for a stable world. 
We also carry out project work in a range of countries where the level of 
persecution is high, working with  non-governmental organisations on issues such  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5126/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5126/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5159/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-18/HL5159/
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as promoting better understanding between faiths, bridging sectarian divides, 
promoting dialogue between faith groups and government and offering technical 
advice on amending discriminatory laws. In the next financial year, there will be 
more funding available for such work through the £10.6 million Magna Carta Fund 
for Human Rights and Democracy. At the multilateral level, we are working 
through the UN General Assembly to establish an internationally agreed set of 
principles for promoting religious tolerance through education. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-15/22744/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-15/22744/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-15/22744/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** Hate Crime in Scotland (closing date 29 February 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KDVLKYR  

TOP 
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