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Holocaust 

House of Commons Select Committee on Education Report 

Holocaust education 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmeduc/480/480.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Holocaust Educational Trust 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Sandra Overend [AQW 52813/11-16] To ask the Minister of Education whether his 
Department has ever made a financial contribution to the Holocaust Educational Trust. 
Sandra Overend [AQW 52814/11-16] To ask the Minister of Education to detail how 
schools can avail of the Lessons from Auschwitz Project offered by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. 

My Department has never provided funding to the Holocaust Educational 
Trust. Schools may of course decide to engage with the Trust at their own 
discretion and it is open to the Trust to contact schools here directly to promote its 
programmes. The flexibility of our curriculum provides pupils with the opportunities 
to explore the Holocaust and related issues under a number of Areas of Learning. 
However, it is entirely a matter for individual schools to decide 
on their involvement with outside organisations. 
My Department has brought the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s resource “Don’t 
Stand By” to the attention of all post-primary schools this month via C2k’s notice 
board, the information management system used by schools here. The resource 
is designed to be, either a stand-alone lesson, or a starting point for further 
learning that can link with the wider curriculum and ideally would take place 
on Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 January 2016. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=254963 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=254964  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
David Jones [23077] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the transfer of 
protected persons from the West Bank to prisons inside Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We regularly raise our concerns about the treatment of 
Palestinian prisoners with the Israeli authorities, including routine detention of 
Palestinians from the West Bank in prison inside Israel. We are particularly 
concerned about the detention of Palestinian children in Israeli prisons. We 
welcome recent improvements made by the Israeli authorities, including 
increasing the age of majority from 16 to 18 years old. However, we remain 
concerned at the number of Palestinian minors held in Israeli detention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23077/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Baroness Tonge [HL4878] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding measures taken by that government 
against Palestinian herding communities in Area C during November and December 
2015, including the destruction of items provided by international organisations as 
humanitarian assistance. 
Baroness Tonge [HL4879] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the destruction of structures in al 
Hadidiya in November 2015, despite an injunction by the Israeli Civil Administration, in 
particular a one-kilometre section of road serving that community and funded by an 
international donor. 
Baroness Tonge [HL4938] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the 38 herding communities located in 
West Bank areas that have been designated by the Israeli authorities as closed for 
military training zones. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations on these 
specific issues to the Israeli authorities. We do, however, regularly raise our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities over demolitions and settlement-building. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4878/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4879/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4938/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4939] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how they intend to ensure 
that the government of Israel complies with the UN General Assembly resolution adopted 
on 22 December 2015 regarding unilateral economic measures as a means of political 
and economic coercion against developing countries. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23077/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-19/23077/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4878/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4878/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4879/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4938/


 3 

 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: UN General Assembly resolutions are not legally 
binding; Article 10 of the Charter of the UN states that the General Assembly “may 
make recommendations to the Members of the United Nations or to the Security 
Council”. The UK, and all other EU Member States, abstained on the General 
Assembly resolution regarding unilateral economic measures as a means of 
political and economic coercion against developing countries. The UK, the EU and 
other Member States are of the view that unilateral economic measures should 
respect the principles of international law, including the international contractual 
obligations of the State applying them and the rules of the World Trade 
Organization where applicable. The UK, the EU and other Member States 
consider that such unilateral economic measures are admissible in certain 
circumstances in particular when necessary in order to fight terrorism and the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, or to uphold respect for human 
rights, democracy, the rule of law and good governance. The UK has no plans to 
ensure any particular country complies with this resolution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4939/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4940] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding its plan to strip Jerusalem residency 
rights from Palestinians in the wake of recent violence. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We make clear our concerns about the situation 
in East Jerusalem, including on Palestinian residency rights, to the Israeli 
authorities and the Municipality of Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in co-operation 
with EU partners. Our Consul-General to Jerusalem raised this issue most 
recently with the Mayor of Jerusalem on 28 October 2015. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4940/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge [HL4941] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the demolitions in the Bedouin 
community of Abu Nuwar that are reported to have rendered 25 people, including 17 
children, homeless. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: An official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised 
our concerns on this issue with the Israeli Office for the Coordination of 
Government Activities in the Territories on 13 January. The UK is deeply 
concerned by Israeli proposals to relocate Bedouin population from E1 area, 
which the UN have said could constitute forcible transfer. These plans could have 
a devastating impact on the communities concerned and will likely open the way 
for further settlement expansion – endangering the viability of a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4941/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary comments on Israeli Government’s decision to declare 385 
acres of land in the West Bank as 'state land' 
Mr Hammond said: I’m concerned that the Israeli Government intends to declare 385 
acres of land in the West Bank as ‘state land’, which would be the largest declaration of 
this kind since August 2014. 
The UK’s long-held position on Israeli settlements,  and that of our international  partners,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4939/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4939/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4940/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4940/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4941/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-12/HL4941/
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is clear: they are illegal under international law, are an obstacle to peace and undermine 
the prospects for a two-state solution. The UK strongly opposes any moves which take 
us further away from an enduring peace settlement. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-comments-on-israeli-
governments-decision-to-declare-385-acres-of-land-in-the-west-bank-as-state-land  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Developing Countries: Religious Freedom 
Anne Main [22732] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, how 
much her Department has allocated to promoting freedom of worship in 2015-16; and 
how much her Department has spent on assisting religious minorities against persecution 
in developing countries in each of the last three years. 

Nick Hurd: The UK’s development and humanitarian aid is not targeted at specific 
groups but at the poorest, regardless of race, religion, creed, or nationality. The 
UK attaches great importance to ensuring that people of all faiths can participate 
fully in society and live without fear of abuse or discrimination.DFID works closely 
with the FCO to raise concerns on freedom of religion with partner 
governments.DFID does not collect specific data on allocation of funds for 
promoting freedom of worship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-15/22732/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Commonwealth: Religious Freedom 
Lord Patten [HL4917] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 9 December 2015 (HL4410), whether any other 
Commonwealth countries prohibit the public observance of any religion other than Islam; 
and what discussions they have held with the Commonwealth authorities over freedom of 
religion. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Further to my previous answer there are no other 
Commonwealth countries where the public observance of any religion other than 
Islam is prohibited. We continue to believe that all Commonwealth members 
should abide by the Commonwealth Charter which emphasises the need to 
promote tolerance, respect, understanding, moderation and religious freedom as 
critical steps in promoting peace and prosperity. 
At the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Malta in November 2015, 
Heads reaffirmed the importance of human rights. They recognised that freedom 
of opinion and expression, freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and 
freedom of religion or belief are cornerstones of democratic societies, and 
important for the enjoyment of all human rights, including the right to 
development, and are fundamental to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals. They also emphasised the need to protect individuals from all forms of 
violence and discrimination. 
We will continue to raise individual cases and highlight practices and laws that 
discriminate against people on the basis of their religion or belief with those 
countries concerned. We will also continue to encourage Commonwealth partners  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-comments-on-israeli-governments-decision-to-declare-385-acres-of-land-in-the-west-bank-as-state-land
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-comments-on-israeli-governments-decision-to-declare-385-acres-of-land-in-the-west-bank-as-state-land
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-15/22732/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-15/22732/
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to embrace the values set out in the Commonwealth Charter, including the 
freedom of religion or belief. We also look forward to discussing freedom of 
religion and other issues with the new Commonwealth Secretary General when 
she takes up office in April. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-01-11/HL4917/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4410/ 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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