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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Donald Trump 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm160118/halltext/160118
h0001.htm#1601186000001  
 
 

Crown Prosecution Service 

Independent inquiry into the handling of allegations made against Lord Greville 
Janner 
On Friday 15 January, Mr Justice Openshaw brought to an end criminal proceedings 
against Lord Greville Janner for child sexual offences, after the Central Criminal Court 
received formal evidence of his death.  The conclusion of criminal proceedings means 
that the findings of an independent inquiry into the handling of past allegations of sexual 
abuse by Lord Janner can now be published. …  
The independent inquiry found: 

 The decision not to charge Lord Janner in 1991 was wrong and there was enough 
evidence against him to provide a realistic prospect of conviction for offences of 
indecent assault and buggery. In addition, the police investigation was inadequate 
and no charging decision should have been taken by the CPS until the police had 
undertaken further enquiries. 

 In 2002, allegations against Lord Janner were not supplied by the police to the CPS 
and accordingly no prosecution was possible. This merits investigation by the IPCC. 

 There was sufficient evidence to prosecute Lord Janner in 2007 for indecent assault 
and buggery. He should have been arrested and interviewed and his home searched. 

DPP Alison Saunders said: "The inquiry's findings that mistakes were made confirms my 
view that failings in the past by prosecutors and police meant that proceedings were not 
brought. It is a matter of sincere regret that on three occasions, opportunities to put the 
allegations against Lord Janner before a jury were not taken. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/henriques_report/  
 
An independent inquiry into allegations made against Lord Greville Janner 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/reports/henriques_report_190116.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Housing 
Andy Slaughter [21628] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the humanitarian effect of the Israeli 
government's policy on demolition orders. 

Tobias Ellwood: We believe these demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; and are, in all but the 
most exceptional of cases, contrary to international humanitarian law. The Fourth 
Geneva Convention is clear that the destruction of any real or personal property in 
Occupied Territory is not justified unless it is rendered absolutely necessary by 
military operations. This is why Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ministers and 
officials regularly raise the matter with the Israeli Government, emphasising our 
concerns. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21628/  
 

West Bank: Housing 
Andy Slaughter [21629] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations his Department has made to the Israeli government on 
demolitions in the Bedouin community of Abu Nuwar in the West Bank on 6 January 
2016. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Government of Israel, we continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli 
authorities over demolitions and the treatment of the Bedouin community. The UK 
is deeply concerned by Israeli proposals to relocate Bedouin population from E1 
area, which the UN have said could constitute forcible transfer. These plans could 
have a devastating impact on the communities concerned and will likely open the 
way for further settlement expansion – endangering the viability of a two-state 
solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21629/  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Philip Hollobone [22053] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what assessment 
he has made of the security situation in the Sinai and its impact on the military capability 
of Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 

Penny Mordaunt: The Egyptians have been carrying out operations against 
violent extremists in the Sinai since late 2013. We understand that as part of 
those operations the Egyptian Armed Forces have destroyed the majority of the 
tunnels between Sinai and Gaza. This is likely to have reduced significantly the 
smuggling of weapons to Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-12/22053/  
 

Cooperative Bank 
Richard Burden [22403] To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what (a) discussions 
he has had with the Cooperative Bank and (b) what representations he has received on 
its decision to close bank accounts belonging to groups campaigning on matters relating 
to Israel and Palestine; and if he will make a statement. 

Harriett Baldwin: Treasury Ministers and officials receive representations and 
have  meetings  with  a  wide  variety  of  organisations  in  the  public  and private  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21628/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21628/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21629/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-08/21629/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-12/22053/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-12/22053/
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sectors as part of the process of policy development and delivery. 
Details of ministerial and permanent secretary meetings with external 
organisations on departmental business are published on a quarterly basis and 
are available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmt-ministers-meetings-hospitality-
gifts-and-overseas-travel 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-01-13/22403/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-15353 Dennis Robertson: Volunteers from IsraAID Assisting with Flooding 
Aftermath—That the Parliament praises the efforts of the volunteers from the IsraAID 
agency in assisting victims of the recent flooding in Ballater, including those who have 
come from Israel to help, and appreciates the work that they are continuing to do. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-15353&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy on Middle East peace condemns stabbing attacks in Israeli settlements 
in West Bank 
Strongly condemning the two stabbing attacks on two women, one of them fatal, in Israeli 
settlements in the occupied West Bank, a senior United Nations envoy on the Middle 
East today called upon Israeli and Palestinian authorities to ensure that the perpetrators 
are swiftly brought to justice. 
“These tragic incidents only highlight the urgent need for all leaders to work together 
against the spiral of violence and the targeting of civilians,” UN Special Coordinator for 
the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov said in a statement. 
“The volatility of the current situation only serves the hate-filled agendas of extremists on 
all sides. I encourage all parties to promote calm and refrain from inflammatory 
statements and retaliatory actions," he added, voicing increasing alarm at the continued 
attacks in the occupied West Bank taking place almost on a daily basis. 
The stabbing attacks took place within the past 24 hours in the settlements of Otniel and 
Tekoa, resulting in the death of Dafna Meir, a 39-year-old mother of six, and seriously 
injuring Michal Froman, a pregnant woman in her 30s. 
“Nothing justifies the murder of a mother in front of her own children,” Mr. Mladenov said. 
“My thoughts are with the families and friends of all victims of violence.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53030#.Vp5SW2R96nY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 
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Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
 

Committee Stage, Committee for Health, Social Services and Public Safety 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=1645
9&eveID=9106  
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=1656
4&eveID=9106 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=1645
8&eveID=9106 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=1656
1&eveID=9106 
and 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/minutesofevidencereport.aspx?AgendaId=1656
2&eveID=9106  
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