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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

House of Lords: Prayer 
Lord Storey [HL4711] To ask the Leader of the House when revising the process for 
prayers was last considered, and what consideration has been given to including an 
opportunity for additional prayers following a national or international tragedy or disaster. 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: The process for prayers was last considered by 
the Procedure Committee in December 2012 (3rd Report, Session 2012-13, HL 
Paper 81). Any change to the present arrangements would be a matter for the 
Procedure Committee, in consultation with the Lords Spiritual. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-17/HL4711/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Andy Slaughter [20242] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to the statement by Baroness Anelay of St John's of 28 October 
2014, HCWA 149, what progress has been made arranging a return visit with the 
delegation who compiled the Children in Military Custody report. 

Tobias Ellwood: Dates for the follow up visit have yet to be finalised, but it is 
expected to take place in Spring 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20242/  

 

There is an error in the above question: as I have confirmed with the House of 
Commons, instead of referring to a written statement from Baroness Anelay of St Johns, 
the reference should be to her written answer of the same date, no. HL2212, which can 
be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-20/HL2212/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-17/HL4711/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-17/HL4711/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20242/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20242/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-20/HL2212/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-20/HL2212/
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Pilot Schemes 
Andy Slaughter [20243] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to the statement of 1 December 2014, HC Deb, 46W, what 
assessment he has made of the performance of the pilot scheme allowing individuals to 
be summoned rather than arrests being made at night. 

Tobias Ellwood: On 2 June, the Minister of State, my noble Friend, The Rt Hon 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns DBE met the Israeli Military Advocate General and 
discussed the pilot scheme allowing individuals to be summoned rather than be 
arrested at night. We understand that the scheme has functioned well and has 
been used in a significant proportion of arrests. Officials from our Embassy in Tel 
Aviv continue to push for further progress on the issue of children held in military 
detention with Israeli officials. On 23 November, an official from our Embassy in 
Tel Aviv met Israel’s Chief Prosecutor and discussed the issue of child detention 
and on 27 August, our Ambassador to Tel Aviv lobbied the Israeli Military 
Advocate General on Children in Detention where the issue of child detention was 
also discussed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20243/  
 

The statement referred to above, the column no. of which should be 46WH (not 46W), 
can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201
h0002.htm  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham [20539] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the 
building of Israeli settlements on Palestinian land; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The British Government has repeatedly condemned settlement 
announcements. In meetings with our Israeli counterparts we continue to call on 
the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement building as required under 
international law. On 24 November, I reiterated our opposition to Israeli 
settlements in my meeting with Israel’s Head of Military Intelligence. On 10 
September, the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney 
(David Cameron), and the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr 
Hammond) raised our concerns about settlement building with Israel's Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-16/20539/ 
 
 

United Nations 

Lebanon: Senior UN officials urge restraint by all parties after attack, exchange of 
fire with Israel 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for Lebanon and the commander of the UN 
peacekeeping force there have urged both sides to exercise utmost restraint to prevent 
any escalation after that two Israeli army vehicles were attacked south of the Blue Line 
and Israeli forces returned artillery fire. 
In a statement issued by her office, The Special Coordinator for Lebanon, Ms. Sigrid 
Kaag, expressed concern over the attack on an Israel Defence Forces convoy in the 
Shebaa Farms area, and subsequent IDF shelling across the Blue Line into Lebanon. … 
“The need of the time is to maintain security vigil and to exercise utmost restraint against 
any  provocation,”  UN  Interim  Force in  Lebanon  Commander  Major-General  Luciano  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20243/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20243/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141201/halltext/141201h0002.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-16/20539/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-16/20539/
http://unscol.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=9473&ctl=Details&mid=12484&ItemID=21250&language=en-US
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Portolano said, … “General calm has been restored in the area and the parties have 
reassured me of their continued commitment to maintain the cessation of hostilities in 
accordance with resolution 1701,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52937#.Vou5lmR96nY  
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Other Relevant Information 

Muslim Council of Britain 

We Must Deepen Intra-Faith Unity in Britain 
The Muslim Council of Britain today issued a call for greater intra-faith unity, particularly 
after a weekend of tensions in the Middle East, following the execution of Sheikh Nimr al-
Nimr, a Shia scholar, and 46 other individuals in the Kingdom.  
“We are deeply concerned that this latest issue will serve to deepen sectarian tensions, 
particularly here in the United Kingdom. We must try harder, as brothers and sisters in 
faith, to work together and deepen unity between our Muslim communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/160104-we-must-deepen-intra-faith-unity-in-britain/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 
 

http://unifil.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=11552&ctl=Details&mid=15105&ItemID=25263&language=en-US
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52937#.Vou5lmR96nY
http://www.mcb.org.uk/160104-we-must-deepen-intra-faith-unity-in-britain/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

** Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 

Second Stage Debate 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/12/08&docID=25
1987#1777115  

 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
 

Extension of Committee Stage 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/12/07&docID=25
1986#1760866  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/  
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