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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Cemeteries 
Andrew Gwynne [20166] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what progress has 
been made in making it lawful to reuse graves. 

Caroline Dineage: The reuse of burial space is a sensitive issue and any 
potential changes in this area, including any legislation, would require careful 
consideration. We have been actively engaging with stakeholders and will 
consider whether there is a need for government to take action in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20166/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Minority Groups 
Andy Slaughter [19938] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what work his Department is undertaking with partner countries to address the 
inequalities experienced by Bedouin Arab communities in Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are concerned about the inequalities faced by Bedouin Arab 
communities in Israel. The British Embassy in Tel Aviv is particularly focused on 
issues related to housing and supports several Arab town planning projects in 
Green Line Israel. These projects provide professional training and practical 
solutions for dozens of urban planners and engineers in Arab towns, helping them 
to overcome planning obstacles. This year our projects include: establishing an 
engineers' task-force, professional advice for Arab local authorities in planning 
matters and a piece of research into planning obstacles. 
We continue to lodge our concerns about ongoing evictions and demolitions with 
contacts at Israel’s Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Agriculture and to 
encourage the development of a policy based on genuine consultation, which 
secures the buy-in of the community. We have pursued this with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's chief advisor on Arab affairs,  who told us  that the state has invested  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-15/20166/
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1.2 billion NIS in Bedouin education, employment and infrastructure. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-14/19938/  
 

Israel: Minority Groups 
Andy Slaughter [19939] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations his Department has made to the Israeli government 
about the restrictions on construction in government-planned Bedouin towns. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv are monitoring the situation 
closely and will continue to demonstrate UK concern by regularly visiting Bedouin 
communities in the Negev. The Embassy has arranged for the Arab Centre for 
Alternative Planning to meet Israel’s Minister of Construction to discuss the issue 
of restrictions on construction in Negev Bedouin towns. The Ambassador plans to 
raise this issue with the Minister of Construction in January. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-14/19939/  
 

Israel: Minority Groups 
Andy Slaughter [20071] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations his Department has made to the Israeli government 
on the provision of services to communities of different ethnicities in the Negev region. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv are monitoring the situation 
closely and will continue to demonstrate our concern by regularly visiting the 
Bedouin communities. They have raised the issue of provision of services with the 
Arab Affairs Officer in the Prime Minister’s Office and will continue to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-14/20071/  
 

Israel: Minority Groups 
Andy Slaughter [20072] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations his Department has made to the Israeli government 
on the risk of demolition to recognised and unrecognised Bedouin villages in Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv are monitoring the situation 
closely and will continue to demonstrate our concern by regularly visiting the 
Bedouin communities. Officials have raised the issue of risk of demolition of 
unrecognised villages of Um-il-Hiran and Ateer with the Ministry of Justice and the 
Arab Affairs Officer at the Prime Minister’s Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-14/20072/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Jerusalem: Planning Permission 
Baroness Tonge [HL4559] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about data revealing that seven per cent of 
Jerusalem building permits go to Palestinian neighbourhoods. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We frequently bring up the issue of the lack of 
building permits issued to Palestinians and the challenges this causes to the 
Palestinians. Most recently, on 24 November our Deputy Head of Mission in Tel 
Aviv raised the issue with Israel's Head of Coordination of Government Activities 
in the Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-14/HL4559/  
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4560] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the treatment of Palestinian prisoners, and 
in particular of Wasim Marouf at Ofer prison. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Although we have not raised Wasim Marouf’s 
particular case, we remain concerned about Israel’s extensive use of 
administrative detention and also have concerns about mistreatment of 
Palestinian detainees. We have raised these concerns with the Israeli authorities 
on many occasions, including at Foreign Minister, Attorney General and National 
Security Adviser levels. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-14/HL4560/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4561] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 7 December (HL3871), what assessment 
they have made of the contribution of economic security to achieving peace between 
Israel and Palestine, and based on that assessment whether they will now raise this 
issue with the government of Israel. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We assess that economic security is vital and 
that Palestinians see tangible improvements in their daily lives. That is why we are 
a leading donor to the Palestinian Authority and why the Department for 
International Development have put such emphasis on strengthening Palestinian 
institutions and fostering private sector-led, sustainable economic growth in the 
West Bank. We do not plan to make representations on the specific issue of the 
stone factories. However, we regularly raise the need to enable development of 
the Palestinian economy. On 19 November our Ambassador in Tel Aviv discussed 
the need to create economic sustainability in the West Bank and Gaza with the 
Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs, Public Security and Information. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-14/HL4561/  
 

West Bank: Arson 
Baroness Tonge [HL4562] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the hospital bills sent to the Palestinian 
Authority for medical treatment of Ahmad Dawabsha. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations to the 
Government of Israel on this issue. However, the Government of Israel has 
confirmed to us that they covered the cost of the medivac. We had also previously 
understood from contact with the Dawabsheh family that their hospital fees were 
being met by Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-14/HL4562/  

 
West Bank: Walls and Fences 

Baroness Tonge [HL4563] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the IDF Fence that separates nursing 
ewes from their lambs at Qalqilyah in the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not discussed this specific 
incident with the Israeli authorities, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions 
on freedom of movement in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Our 
Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised the issue of freedom of movement with Israeli 
National Security Advisor Cohen on 2 November. Our Consul-General in 
Jerusalem also raised this issue with the Mayor of Jerusalem on 28 October. 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-14/HL4563/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/ 
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