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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Maria Caulfield [19520] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
her Department has made of the relationship between faith-based admissions policies 
and ethnic diversity in (a) primary and (b) secondary schools. 

Edward Timpson: The department does not conduct such assessments or collect 
data on individual schools’ admission arrangements. The department does 
publish data on the ethnicity of pupils enrolled at schools in England. This is 
available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-
pupil-numbers 
It is for individual schools with a faith designation to decide whether or not to adopt 
faith-based admission arrangements, in the local context of their school. 
When constructing faith-based oversubscription criteria, they must have due 
regard to the guidance of their religious authority, and their arrangements must 
comply with the School Admissions Code. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/19520/  
 

Faith Schools: Ethnic Groups 
Maria Caulfield [19522] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
her Department has made of the effectiveness of Catholic schools in supporting the 
integration of minority communities in (a) their student body and (b) the wider community. 

Edward Timpson: The department does not conduct assessments on how 
effective Catholic schools are in supporting the integration of minority 
communities in their student body and the wider community. 
All state-funded schools are required to teach a broad and balanced curriculum, 
actively promote fundamental British values and have due regard to the need to 
eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations 
between peoples of different backgrounds and faiths. Pupils are taught about 
diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the UK and the need 
for mutual respect and understanding. Ofsted’s inspection framework includes a 
focus on pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Under the 
Equality Act 2010 Faith schools are not allowed to treat pupils less favourably in 
any other way because of their religion or belief, or lack of belief. Under the Public 
Equality Duty, faith schools must also  have due  regard  to the  need to  eliminate  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/19520/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/19520/
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discrimination, promote equality of opportunity, and foster good relations between 
different groups. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/19522/  
 
 

Downing Street 

Muslim Brotherhood review: statement by the Prime Minister 
I have today laid before both Houses the main findings of the internal review I 
commissioned in the last Parliament to improve the government’s understanding of the 
Muslim Brotherhood; establish whether the Muslim Brotherhood’s ideology or activities, 
or those of individual members or affiliates, put at risk, damaged, or risked damaging the 
UK’s national interests; and where appropriate inform policy. … 
To this day the Muslim Brotherhood characterises Western societies and liberal Muslims 
as decadent and immoral. It can be seen primarily as a political project. … 
Muslim Brotherhood-associated and influenced groups in the UK have at times had a 
significant influence on national organisations which have claimed to represent Muslim 
communities (and on that basis have had a dialogue with government), charities and 
some mosques. But they have also sometimes characterised the UK as fundamentally 
hostile to Muslim faith and identity; and expressed support for terrorist attacks conducted 
by Hamas.  
Aspects of the Muslim Brotherhood’s ideology and activities therefore run counter to 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, equality and the mutual 
respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. … 
We will continue to: 

 refuse visas to members and associates of the Muslim Brotherhood who are on 
record as having made extremist comments … 

 seek to ensure charities that have links to the Muslim Brotherhood are not 
misused to support or finance the Muslim Brotherhood instead of their lawful 
charitable purpose 

 strengthen liaison arrangements with international partners to ensure that 
allegations of illicit funding or other misuse of charities are robustly investigated 
and appropriate action taken 

 enforce the EU asset freeze on Hamas 

 keep under review whether the views and activities of the Muslim Brotherhood 
meet the legal test for proscription … 

To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/muslim-brotherhood-review-statement-by-the-
prime-minister  

 
Muslim Brotherhood review: main findings 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486932/Mu
slim_Brotherhood_Review_Main_Findings.pdf  
 

 

Welsh Government 

Action to protect Wales’ places of worship 
The Welsh Government is today publishing a new plan to protect vulnerable places of 
worship across Wales and find ways in which they can remain a valuable part of 
community life. … 
The plan takes a cross-sectoral approach to dealing with the challenges. One of the first 
and most important actions from the plan to be taken forward will be the establishment of  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/19522/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/19522/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/muslim-brotherhood-review-statement-by-the-prime-minister
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/muslim-brotherhood-review-statement-by-the-prime-minister
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486932/Muslim_Brotherhood_Review_Main_Findings.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486932/Muslim_Brotherhood_Review_Main_Findings.pdf
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a forum representing all of these sectoral interests to share information and best practice, 
review ongoing needs and help steer its delivery. … 
The plan also recognises the tourism value of historic places of worship and is supported 
by the Welsh Government’s Faith Tourism Action Plan. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/cultureandsport/2015/151217-action-to-protect/?lang=en  
 
Action Plan for Historic Places of Worship 
http://cadw.gov.wales/docs/cadw/publications/historicenvironment/20151216strategicacti
onplanforplacesofworship-en.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Palestinian Territories 
1. John Howell: How her Department monitors outcomes of its spending in the 
Palestinian territories. [902748] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Justine Greening): I 
would first like to thank my right hon. Friend the Member for Welwyn Hatfield 
(Grant Shapps) for all the work he did during his time in the Department, and also 
to welcome the new Under-Secretary of State for International Development, my 
hon. Friend the Member for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner (Mr Hurd) who I know 
will continue in the footsteps of my right hon. Friend the Member for Welwyn 
Hatfield. 
The Department for International Development provides assistance and support to 
poor and vulnerable Palestinians, as well as supporting state building and 
economic development. Our operational plan for the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories contains a results framework that is monitored quarterly. 

John Howell: I draw the House’s attention to my entry in the Register of Members’ 
Financial Interests. 
The Prime Minister has been clear that Palestinian incitement will not be tolerated. As 
many as 25 Palestinian Authority schools are named after Palestinian terrorists, including 
Dalal Mughrabi, who killed 37 Israeli citizens. Will the Secretary of State assure me that 
no British aid goes towards such schools or to support the glorification of terrorism? 

Justine Greening: The Prime Minister and I have been very clear that the UK 
deplores incitement on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We monitor 
any allegations of incitement closely and raise instances with both the Palestinian 
and the Israeli authorities. Regarding the UK’s direct financial assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority, which provides civil service salaries, it goes only to 
approved individuals through a World Bank trust fund that has an independent 
audit. 

Stephen Twigg: Palestinian refugees from Syria are suffering enormously—both those 
within Syria and those who have fled the country. What more can we do and what more 
can DFID do to ensure that the vital work of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
has secure funding for the long term? 

Justine Greening: I had the chance to meet the head of the UNRWA only last 
week with the Minister of State, Department for International Development, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for New Forest West (Mr Swayne), and we 
discussed the need to ensure that its funding is sustained. UNRWA does critical 
work, and in the context of the need to improve the international response to more  
 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/cultureandsport/2015/151217-action-to-protect/?lang=en
http://cadw.gov.wales/docs/cadw/publications/historicenvironment/20151216strategicactionplanforplacesofworship-en.pdf
http://cadw.gov.wales/docs/cadw/publications/historicenvironment/20151216strategicactionplanforplacesofworship-en.pdf
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protracted crises, we can learn a great deal from its work with Palestinian 
refugees. 

15. [902762] Peter Bone: Does the Secretary of State agree that it would be better if 
money was put into direct projects rather than through third-party organisations when we 
cannot really be sure of the outcome? 

Justine Greening: I hope I can reassure my hon. Friend that the agencies and 
organisations with which we work are ones in respect of which we know we can 
achieve value for money and results on the ground. He knows that I am 
passionate about being an aid disciplinarian and making sure that we get value for 
money. Critically, though, we have to work with the organisations that are there. 
We have a multilateral aid review under way to make sure that improvements in 
value for money continue progressively over time. 

Richard Burden: Surely the Secretary of State will be aware of the guidance on the 
Foreign Office website, which warns UK companies thinking of investing in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories of the “legal and economic risks” if they engage in “financial 
transactions, investments, purchases, procurements and other economic activities in 
Israeli settlements or benefitting Israeli settlements” because of the illegal nature of those 
settlements and their being an obstacle to peace. Does the right hon. Lady therefore 
agree that it is perfectly reasonable for both public and private institutions to pay due 
regard to that advice when they make their own investment and procurement decisions? 

Justine Greening: They should do that; that is good Foreign Office advice. We 
have been very clear that we deplore illegal settlements, because they take us 
further away from a two-state solution and peace in that part of the world, when 
we need to be taking what could be final steps and final chances to reach a two-
state solution. 

Diane Abbott: … Given the worsening situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
how does the Secretary of State justify the decreasing funding to organisations such as 
UNRWA? 

Justine Greening: I do not recognise that statement. The United Kingdom has 
played a leading role in making sure that we get support to vulnerable 
Palestinians, not only in Gaza but on the west bank. For example, the Materials 
Monitoring Unit has helped to support the Gaza reconstruction mechanism. I am 
sure that the hon. Lady is aware of all that, and it would be helpful to have her 
support for it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/15121
6-0001.htm#15121619000011  
 

Gaza: Youth Unemployment 
2. Simon Danczuk: What information her Department holds on the level of youth 
unemployment in Gaza; and if she will make a statement. [902749] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Desmond 
Swayne): Gaza has the highest unemployment in the world. The World Bank 
estimates that youth unemployment had reached 60% by the end of 2014. 
Extensive restrictions inhibit employment. The UK continues to promote economic 
development and private sector-led growth. 

Simon Danczuk: Gaza still faces restrictions on access to 35% of its agricultural land 
and 85% of its fishable waters, and Gazans are rarely allowed to travel outside their 
territory. Until such restrictions are removed, DFID will continue to work with one hand 
tied behind its back. Does the Minister not agree that the real problem is the blockade of 
Gaza? 

Mr Swayne: As I said, the restrictions inhibit employment, but we will not give up. 
We have a programme for economic development, and it is making progress—
slow and frustrating progress, but progress none the less. 

David Winnick: Can we make it absolutely clear that supporting the Palestinian people 
has nothing whatever to do with anti-Semitism? I wanted to clarify that at the outset. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/151216-0001.htm#15121619000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/151216-0001.htm#15121619000011
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Does the Minister not agree that the appalling situation in Gaza—and he has given us the 
figures—shows the need for the developed democracies to do far more? What hope can 
there be for the Palestinian people when they are faced with so little hope of obtaining 
jobs and having a decent life? Should we not be far more concerned with the Palestinian 
tragedy than we are? 

Mr Swayne: I agree with the hon. Gentleman. We do everything that we can 
diplomatically to raise the sights of the world community, and we will continue to 
do so. 

Bob Blackman: Does my hon. Friend not agree that the ill-considered, short-sighted 
campaign for boycotts and disinvestment is actually leading to more unemployment 
among the Palestinian people? 

Mr Swayne: The problem faced by Gaza is restrictions, and the extension of 
restriction by any means is a block to peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/15121
6-0001.htm#15121619000012  
 

Gaza: Water and Sanitation 
5. Alex Cunningham: What assessment she has made of the quality and availability of 
water and sanitation facilities in Gaza. [902752] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Desmond 
Swayne): That is completely inadequate. Demand exceeds supply by a factor of 
four, and 96% of the extracted water fails World Health Organisation safety 
standards. 

Alex Cunningham: It is a terrible situation. Twenty-six per cent. of all diseases in Gaza 
ranging from respiratory and gastric to skin and eye diseases are directly associated with 
the poor water supply. Clean water is limited to 70 litres per person a day and that figure 
will fall drastically over the coming years. According to the UN, the underground coastal 
aquifer will become unusable by 2016. What can be done about that, or is it just a case 
of lifting the Israeli blockade and getting on with life? 

Mr Swayne: We are currently spending some €600,000 on a project to assist with 
desalination. Funds are available through our climate change fund for a long-term 
solution to this problem, but the level of investment and the marshalling of the 
factors of production will require a long-term peace process to be viable. 

Michael Fabricant: The hon. Member for Stockton North (Alex Cunningham) speaks 
about the blockade, but surely if they did not embrace Hamas and continually fire rockets 
into Israel, there would not need to be a blockade in the first place. 

Mr Swayne: We work continually with both sides to ease the economic conditions 
and to bring about a settlement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/15121
6-0001.htm#15121619000015  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Jim Shannon [19112] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assistance the Government is providing to Israel to help prevent knife 
attacks by Palestinians on Israeli citizens. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since the start of the current violence we have spoken regularly 
to both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority on the urgent need to 
de-escalate the tensions. I discussed the recent violence with the Israeli Charge 
D’Affaires and officials from the Israeli Ministry of Defence on 24 November. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have also discussed the issue of the 
current violence with the Israeli Head of the Civil  Department of the  Office for the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/151216-0001.htm#15121619000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/151216-0001.htm#15121619000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/151216-0001.htm#15121619000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151216/debtext/151216-0001.htm#15121619000015


 6 

 

Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories on 24 November. However 
the Government is not providing any assistance to Israel specifically to help 
prevent knife attacks. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19112/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Tommy Sheppard [902757] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Desmond Swayne: The UN assesses that the situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) is a protracted protection crisis with humanitarian 
consequences. According to the UN, Palestinians in the OPTs face a range of 
serious threats including threats to life, liberty and security, destruction of homes 
and other property, forced displacement, and restrictions on freedom of 
movement and access to livelihoods. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/902757/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL4426] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have discussed, 
or have any plans to discuss, with the government of Israel, the impact of exit permit 
restrictions on inhabitants of Gaza and the West Bank who seek medical treatment 
elsewhere. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not discussed this issue with the 
Israeli authorities, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv 
raised the issue of freedom of movement with Israeli National Security Advisor 
Cohen on 2 November. Our Consul-General to Jerusalem also raised this issue 
with the Mayor of Jerusalem on 28 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4426/  
 

Egypt: Gaza 
Lord Hylton [HL4427] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have any plans to 
discuss with the government of Egypt the risk of salt-water infiltration into the agricultural 
land of the Gaza Strip resulting from the newly-constructed anti-tunnel canal. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the construction of the anti-
tunnel canal and of reports of a potential risk of salt-water infiltration into 
agricultural land in the surrounding area. We will continue to monitor the situation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4427/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4290] To ask Her Majesty’s Government further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 17 November (HL3625), what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding the identification 
of the ages of Palestinian children prior to their arrest and detention. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised this 
issue with the Israeli Ministry of Justice (MoJ) when they met on 3 November and 
were informed that a  small number of  children under 12 had been detained.  The  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19112/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-08/19112/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/902757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-12-10/902757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4426/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4426/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4427/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-09/HL4427/
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Israeli MoJ stated that once their age was established, the minors were released. 
They also told officials that if identification was not available, parents of the 
individuals were contacted via the Palestinian District Coordination Office. Since 
the publication of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office-funded independent 
report on Children in Military Custody in June 2012, there has been some 
progress on the issue of children held in military detention in Israel. This includes 
a pilot to use summons instead of night-time arrests, changes to standard 
operating procedures on methods of restraint, and steps to reduce the amount of 
time a child can be detained before seeing a judge. While we welcome 
improvements, we continue to push for the full implementation of changes and to 
encourage further changes in practice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4290/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3625/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4291] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding its intention to close the Palestinian 
theatre in Jerusalem. 

Baroness anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4291/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4292] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the detention and interrogation of a 
six year-old boy in Bethlehem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific incident 
with the Israeli authorities, we have been informed by officials from our Consulate 
General in Jerusalem that the child concerned has reportedly been released. 
We regularly raise the issue of detention of minors with the Israel government. On 
27 August our Ambassador in Tel Aviv lobbied the Israeli Military Advocate 
General on our concerns about children in detention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4292/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4294] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel following a report by Rabbis for Human Rights 
that young Jewish settlers from Yitzhar were calling for Palestinians to be burned alive. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not specifically raised this issue, 
we are deeply concerned by the recent violence across the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and Israel. We strongly condemn all acts of violence and all incitement 
to commit acts of violence. Since the start of the current violence we have spoken 
regularly to both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority, urging them 
to use their influence to de-escalate the tensions. The most recent discussion with 
the Israeli government was on 19 November when our Ambassador in Tel Aviv 
raised our concerns with Gilad Erdan, Israel Minister for Strategic Affairs, Public 
Security and Information. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4294/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3625/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3625/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4291/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4291/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4292/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4292/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4294/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4294/
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Israel: EU External Relations 
Baroness Tonge [HL4295] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to 
take following the announcement that the government of Israel is to end its diplomatic 
links with the EU. 

Baroness anelay of St Johns: It is not our understanding that the Government of 
Israel is ending its diplomatic links with the EU. The High Representative of the 
EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, discussed this 
issue with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu on 30 November. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu clarified that Israel will continue to work with the EU on the Middle 
East Peace Process. In December 2009, the UK introduced voluntary guidelines 
to enable produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories to be 
specifically labelled as such. We therefore also welcome the EU’s ‘Interpretative 
notice on the indication of origin of goods from the territories occupied by Israel 
since June 1967’, a technical clarification of existing rules, adopted on 11 
November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4295/  

 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL4313] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the number of 
Palestinian civilians, including children, killed in the Occupied Territories by Israeli Forces 
and by settlers, whether they will call on the government of Israel to review its policy on 
the use of lethal force and to eliminate all impunity for the use of excessive force. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK has repeatedly raised with the Israeli 
government our concerns about incidents of settler violence and intimidation, 
including the importance of the Israeli authorities bringing extremist settlers to 
justice and providing adequate protection for the Palestinian civilian population. 
Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised our concerns over the use of force, including 
lethal force, most recently on 19 November with the Israeli Minister for Strategic 
Affairs and Public Security. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv also raised the 
issue of force with the Head of the Civil Department of the Israeli Office for the 
Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) Civil 
Department on 24 November, and the Israeli National Security Council on 18 
November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4313/  

 

EU External Trade: Israel 
Lord Kilclooney [HL4326] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the EU guidelines 
for labelling products made in Israeli settlements will apply in the UK, and if so, what are 
the implications for future meetings between the Ambassador of the UK to Israel and 
representatives of the government of Israel. 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The principal feature of the Interpretative Notice issued 
by the European Commission on 11 November on indication of origin of goods 
from the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 is a recommendation that 
goods imported into the EU which originate from Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories should bear an indication which makes that provenance clear. 
That recommendation was included in technical advice to UK retailers and 
importers concerning labelling agricultural produce from the West Bank that was 
issued by Defra in 2009. We are currently in discussion with other Departments to 
consider whether revisions need to be made to the 2009 advice in the light of the 
Interpretative Notice. I do not anticipate that the UK’s bilateral relations with Israel 
will be affected by the EU’s decision to adopt this Notice, given that we have 
already had guidance in place for several years. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4326/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4295/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4295/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4313/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4313/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4326/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-12-07/HL4326/
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United Nations 

‘Show unprecedented vision to make peace,’ senior UN official tells Israeli, 
Palestinian leaders 
… “I call upon them to let go of their immediate political fears and focus on the greater 
good of achieving a sustainable long-term peace for the Palestinian and Israeli people,” 
Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Miroslav Jenča told the Security Council  
… “The current circumstances should not be accepted as ‘the new normal.’ Israelis and 
Palestinians should not be resigned to living under the threat of violence. However, a 
comprehensive strategy to limit that threat cannot rely uniquely on enhanced security 
measures. It must also address the primary elements motivating Palestinian anger,”… 
“Overcoming today’s challenges in Israel and Palestine will require unprecedented vision 
by Israeli and Palestinian leadership to see beyond today's confrontations and take bold 
steps to create a peaceful future,” … 
“It is extremist voices that currently resonate. Voices that want to capitalize on the 
darkest of human emotions, while seeking to sabotage any genuine effort to rebuild trust. 
But where are the voices urging restraint?” he asked. 
“Where are the proponents of peace, tolerance and a shared Israeli-Palestinian future? 
How can we begin to shift the momentum back towards these advocates of reason? 
These questions demand answers, first and foremost from Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52835#.VnLnGpN96nY  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151216-
0001.htm#15121633000380  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151216-
0002.htm#15121650000159  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52835#.VnLnGpN96nY
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151216-0001.htm#15121633000380
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151216-0001.htm#15121633000380
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151216-0002.htm#15121650000159
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151216-0002.htm#15121650000159
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
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Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  

 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/  

TOP 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-bills/human-transplantation-bill/
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1
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