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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

International Human Rights Day 
col 1232  Stephen Timms: … One of the submissions that I and, no doubt, others 
received ahead of this debate asked us to draw attention to human rights violations being 
suffered by the people of Palestine. It listed articles that are being breached there, such 
as article 9, which states: “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or 
exile.” I hope that we will see progress in that country as well. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151210/debtext/15121
0-0003.htm#15121050000002  
 

col 1246  Andy Slaughter: … Palestine, which has been mentioned today, has 
undergone nearly 50 years of occupation, and there are more than 500,000 settlers, 
although that is illegal under international law. In Gaza, 1.8 million people have been 
blockaded, victims of collective punishment. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151210/debtext/15121
0-0004.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answer 

Higher Education: Overseas Students 
col 1672  … Lord Hylton: My Lords, is the Minister aware of the difficulties faced by 
Palestinian students, who first have to go to Jordan to get their visas, which involves 
passing through many Israeli checkpoints on the way, before paying a large fee? Do the 
Government already have discretion to waive fees for poor students, particularly for 
those coming for short visits to take part in a conference or a performance in this country, 
for example? 

Reply from Lord Bates: Any plans to change the system on the fees depends on 
the relationship with the university in the UK. Presumably a relationship can be 
negotiated on the financial assistance which might be given to such students. Of 
course it would be entirely open to the universities to make such offers as they 
wish. However, it is an important part of the verification process to introduce 
television or visual interviews with students, because that has made a significant 
improvement in the quality and calibre of the students coming to our institutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151210-
0001.htm#15121052000803  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151210/debtext/151210-0003.htm#15121050000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151210/debtext/151210-0003.htm#15121050000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151210/debtext/151210-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151210/debtext/151210-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151210-0001.htm#15121052000803
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151210-0001.htm#15121052000803
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Sports: Drugs 
Lord Moynihan [HL3971] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action is being taken 
by the World Anti-Doping Agency in Russia, Argentina, Ukraine, Bolivia, Israel and 
Andorra, and what assessment they have made of the specific measures, timetable and 
budget required for determining whether France, Belgium, Greece, Mexico and Spain 
meet the necessary standards required to send teams to the Olympic Games in Rio. 

Baroness Neville-Rolfe: The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) Compliance 
Review Committee is set to review responses from Andorra, Argentina, Bolivia, 
Israel and Ukraine. If they are judged to have taken the necessary corrective 
action, WADA’s Foundation Board will be in a position to declare those countries 
compliant. WADA had its first meeting with the Russian National Anti-Doping 
Organisation on 26 November to discuss the first steps towards Russia achieving 
compliance in the future. All six countries, currently on WADA’s ‘watch-list’, have 
until 18 March 2016 to resolve compliance issues, otherwise they will be declared 
non-compliant. 
It is then for the International Olympic Committee and the relevant international 
sporting federation to decide whether a non-compliant anti-doping programme 
would prevent a country from competing at an Olympic Games. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-26/HL3971/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Vatican 

The Gifts and Calling of God are irrevocable 
Fifty years ago, the declaration “Nostra aetate ” of the Second Vatican Council was 
promulgated. Its fourth article presents the relationship between the Catholic Church and 
the Jewish people in a new theological framework. The following reflections aim at 
looking back with gratitude on all that has been achieved over the last decades in the 
Jewish-Catholic relationship, providing at the same time a new stimulus for the future. … 
“Nostra aetate” (No.4) is rightly counted among those documents of the Second Vatican 
Council which have been able to effect, in a particularly striking manner, a new direction 
of the Catholic Church since then. This shift in the relations of the Church with the Jewish 
people and Judaism becomes apparent only when we recall that there were previously 
great reservations on both sides, in part because the history of Christianity has been 
seen to be discriminatory against Jews, even including attempts at forced conversion … 
From the Christian confession that there can be only one path to salvation, however, it 
does not in any way follow that the Jews are excluded from God’s salvation because they 
do not believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah of Israel and the Son of God. … 
It is easy to understand that the so-called ‘mission to the Jews’ is a very delicate and 
sensitive matter for Jews because, in their eyes, it involves the very existence of the 
Jewish people. This question also proves to be awkward for Christians, because for them 
the universal salvific significance of Jesus Christ and consequently the universal mission 
of the Church are of fundamental importance. The Church is therefore obliged to view 
evangelisation to Jews, who believe in the one God, in a different manner from that to 
people of other religions and world views. In concrete terms this means that the Catholic 
Church neither conducts nor supports any specific institutional mission work directed 
towards Jews. While there  is a  principled  rejection  of  an  institutional  Jewish  mission,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-26/HL3971/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-26/HL3971/
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Christians are nonetheless called to bear witness to their faith in Jesus Christ also to 
Jews, although they should do so in a humble and sensitive manner, acknowledging that 
Jews are bearers of God’s Word, and particularly in view of the great tragedy of the 
Shoah. … 
The first goal of the dialogue is to add depth to the reciprocal knowledge of Jews and 
Christians. One can only learn to love what one has gradually come to know, and one 
can only know truly and profoundly what one loves. … 
Another important goal of Jewish-Catholic dialogue consists in jointly combatting all 
manifestations of racial discrimination against Jews and all forms of anti-Semitism, which 
have certainly not yet been eradicated and re-emerge in different ways in various 
contexts. … 
When Jews and Christians make a joint contribution through concrete humanitarian aid 
for justice and peace in the world, they bear witness to the loving care of God. No longer 
in confrontational opposition but cooperating side by side, Jews and Christians should 
seek to strive for a better world. … 
To read the full document see 
http://www.news.va/en/news/vatican-issues-new-document-on-christian-jewish-di 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx  
 

Stage 1 evidence session, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10267&i=94480
#ScotParlOR  
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Northern Ireland Assembly 

Addressing Bullying in Schools Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/addressing-bullying-in-schools-bill/  
 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill (closing date 7 January 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/december/have-your-say-on-the-charities-
protection-and-social-investment-bill-/  
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