
 1 

25 November 2015 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Israel Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Middle East 
18. [902322]  Louise Ellman Will the Minister raise in his discussions the current terrorist 
attacks on Israeli civilians? Some 108 Israelis have been killed or injured by shootings 
and stabbings on the streets in recent weeks. Will he also condemn the incitement that 
goes with that, including the statement from the Palestinian cleric in Gaza who said that 
Jews should be turned into body parts to stab “the myths of the Talmud” out of their 
heads? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Lady raises a very serious point. Thankfully, in the past 
couple of weeks there has been a reduction in violence in the west bank. Since 
the start of the current spate of violence, we have spoken regularly with both 
sides—the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority—and we urgently 
need to de-escalate tensions and get all parties back to the table. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151124/debtext/15112
4-0001.htm#15112439000025  
 

Topical Questions 
T3. [902294] Lucy Allan (Telford) (Con): There has been another weekend of deadly 
terror attacks on Israeli citizens, including a brutal stabbing yesterday. Will the Foreign 
Secretary condemn those attacks, and does he agree that sanctioned incitement to 
commit terror must end? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): My hon. Friend is absolutely right. As I articulated in a 
previous answer, we need to get all parties back to the table. Unfortunately, it 
seems that the planets are misaligned at the moment. We need to reconfigure 
and ensure that all parties are able to come back and prevent the scale of 
violence from increasing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151124/debtext/15112
4-0001.htm#15112439000027  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Visas: Palestinians 
Stuart McDonald [16338] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
the number of  Palestinians  is who have  applied for  visit visas for the UK in each month  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151124/debtext/151124-0001.htm#15112439000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151124/debtext/151124-0001.htm#15112439000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151124/debtext/151124-0001.htm#15112439000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm151124/debtext/151124-0001.htm#15112439000027
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since November 2013; and how many such applications were successful for each of 
those months. 

James Brokenshire: Data on entry clearance visas is produced quarterly. The 
information is provided for Q4 2013 onwards in the attached table. 

Entry clearance visit visas  Palestinian nationals (including dependants) 

  Applications Decided of which 

Year     Granted Refused 
Withdrawn 
or lapsed 

Q4 (October to 
December) 2013 688 807 609 182 16 

Q1 (January to 
March) 2014 760 737 542 193 2 

Q2 (April to 
June) 2014 1166 1,149 791 340 18 

Q3 (July to 
September) 
2014 865 848 575 249 24 

Q4 (October to 
December) 2014 656 715 388 300 27 

Q1 (January to 
March) 2015 759 753 393 336 24 

Q2 (April to 
June) 2015 1153 1,131 722 399 10 

Table Note: Some applications made in a particular quarter may be decided 
(resolved) in a later period. 

Source: Immigration Statistics April-June 2015, Home Office, tables vi_01_q, 
vi_06_q_o and corresponding datasets. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-16/16338/  
 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Andy Slaughter [17001] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations his Department has made to the Israeli government 
on the Children in Military Custody report, funded by his Department, which was 
published in June 2012. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have held roundtable 
meetings with Israeli officials to discuss the Children in Military Custody report, 
most recently on 19 May. Since the publication of the report, there has been some 
progress on the issue of children held in military detention. This includes piloting 
of sending summons instead of carrying out night-time arrests, changes to 
standard operating procedures on methods of restraint, and steps to reduce the 
amount of time a child can be detained before seeing a judge. There has also 
been a reduction in the use of solitary confinement and an increase in the use of 
Arabic to give notifications of arrest. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
continue to push for further progress with Israeli officials. On 27 August, our 
Ambassador to Tel Aviv lobbied the Israeli Military Advocate General on Children 
in Detention where the issue of child detention was discussed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/17001/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-16/16338/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-16/16338/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/17001/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-19/17001/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East Quartet 
Baroness Helic [HL3596] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 4 November (HL2981), what assessment 
they have made of the impact of the Middle East Quartet Representative on the 
prospects for peace between Israel and Palestine, and what they have identified as its 
successes and failures. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: As I said in my previous response of 4 November 
2015 (HL2981), the British Government supports the aims and objectives of the 
Quartet, which has an important role in the Middle East Peace Process through its 
mandate to mobilise international assistance to the Palestinians and develop 
plans to promote Palestinian economic development. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3596/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2981/  

 
Middle East Quartet 

Baroness Helic [HL3597] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 4 November (HL2982), what were the 
reasons for the decision not to appoint a new Middle East Quartet Representative, and 
what differences exist between the mandate of the Middle East Quartet Representative 
and the new Head of Mission of the Office of the Quartet. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The reasons for the decision not to appoint a new 
Middle East Quartet Representative are a matter for the Quartet Principals (UN 
Secretary General, US Secretary of State, Foreign Minister of Russia and High 
Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy). 
The “Office of the Quartet Representative” (OQR) has been renamed the “Office 
of the Quartet” (OQ). It will be led by two highly-regarded individuals: Kito de 
Boer, who joined in January 2015, will serve as Head of Mission and Sandra 
Wijnberg, who joined in July 2014, will serve as Deputy Head of Mission. 
The Head of Mission of the Office of the Quartet (OQ) is charged with delivering 
the OQ’s mandate. The mandate remains unchanged, and was set out in a June 
2015 statement by the Quartet Principals. It is to “focus on economic and 
institutional development in the Palestinian Territory, addressing issues related to 
strengthening investment in the Palestinian private sector, rule of law, and 
movement and access. The OQ shall work in coordination and 
complementarity (sic) with bilateral and multilateral partners that implement 
technical assistance programs in the Palestinian Territory. As such, OQ will play 
an important role in advancing tangible steps on the ground to advance the 
Palestinian economy, and preserve the possibility of a two state solution.” 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3597/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2982/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3596/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3596/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2981/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2981/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3597/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-11-17/HL3597/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2982/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-10-26/HL2982/
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United Nations 

Traditional Voting Pattern Reflected in General Assembly’s Adoption of Drafts on 
Question of Palestine, Broader Middle East Issues 
The General Assembly … adopted six resolutions on Palestinian and Middle East issues, 
as diverse as the Syrian Golan and the United Nations special information programme on 
the question of Palestine … 
A resolution on Jerusalem called for respect for the historic status quo at the city’s holy 
places, including Haram al-Sharif, and urged all sides to defuse tensions and halt 
provocations and violence at those sites. … 
Speaking after all six votes, the Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine expressed 
gratitude for the strong message from the General Assembly, which he said reflected a 
principled position and signalled to the Palestinian people that the international 
community was not abandoning them, but was standing with them in their continual 
struggle to achieve the independent State of Palestine and save the two-State solution.  
The representative of Israel said that the resolutions failed to promote dialogue and were 
a wasteful use of the Organization’s budget.  The Secretariat’s promotional activities took 
into account only one side of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and supporting the 
resolutions would make peace harder to achieve.  The United States was similarly 
troubled by repetitive and one-sided Assembly resolutions designed to condemn Israel, 
said its representative, asserting that the practice damaged prospects for peace by 
undermining trust between the parties. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11732.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
** Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-R-b.htm  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151124-
0001.htm#15112445000250  

 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11732.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2015-2016/0064/amend/am064-R-b.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151124-0001.htm#15112445000250
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151124-0001.htm#15112445000250
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Scottish Parliament 

** Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
 

Stage 1 evidence session, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10227&i=94154#S
cotParlOR 

 
Northern Ireland Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/primary-legislation-current-
bills/human-transplantation-bill/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Post-implementation review of the coroner reforms in the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 10 December 2015) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/post-implementation-review-of-
coroner-reforms 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 2016 - 2019 Strategic Plan (closing date 18 
December 2015) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/2016-2019-
strategic-plan-consultation?wssl=1 
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